
WEDNESDAY NIGHT BIBLE CLASS 

APRIL 22, 2020 

MATTHEW 17:24-27 
 

INTRODUCTION: 

1.  Contextually, Jesus is thinking about and preparing His disciples for His pending death. 

     a)  Jesus predicts His denial.  Do we deny Jesus today?  (Matt. 17.22; Titus 1.16) 

     b)  Jesus predicts His death.  Do we still crucify Jesus today?  (Matt. 17.23; Heb. 5.11-6.6) 

     c)  Jesus predicts His resurrection.  What does that mean today?  (Eph. 1.20) 

2.  Three times in the gospel accounts, Jesus is confronted with this issue of paying taxes. 

     a)  MATTHEW 17.24-27:  This was in reference to the temple tax.  

     b)  MATTHEW 22.15-22:  This was in reference to the national tax.  (cf. Matt. 9.10,11) 

     c)  LUKE 23.1,2:  Jesus was accused of not paying taxes. 

3.  MATTHEW 17.24-27:  “When they had come to Capernaum…”  (cf. Matt. 17.22; 4.12,13) 
 

I.  BREAKING DOWN THE TEXT 

     A.  MATTHEW 17.24:  “those who received the temple tax”  

           1.  The temple tax was a mandatory annual contribution.  (Ex. 30.11-16; cf. Ex. 25.1,2) 

           2.  MATTHEW 17.24:  “the two drachma tax”  A drachma was an ancient Hebrew coin  

                equivalent to a Roman denarius.  Two drachmas equaled half a shekel.  (cf. Matt. 20.2) 

           3.  What was the purpose of the temple tax?  (Ex. 30.16; 38.25-28) 

           4.  The tax could only be paid with the ancient Hebrew currency.  Money changers set up  

                their business in the temple to exchange Denarius with Drachmas.  (John 2.13-15) 

     B.  MATTHEW 17.25:  And when he had come into the house, Jesus anticipated him, saying” 

           1.  THE QUESTION:  “What do you think, Simon? From whom do the kings of the earth take  

                customs or taxes, from their sons or from strangers?”   

           2.  THE ANSWER:  “Peter said to Him, ‘From strangers.’”  (Matt. 17.26) 

           3.  THE CONCLUSION:  “Jesus said to him, ‘Then the sons are free.’”  (Matt. 17.26) 

                a)  The temple belonged to God.  (John 2.16) 

                b)  As the Son, Jesus was not obligated to pay the temple tax.  He was exempt. 

     C.  MATTHEW 17.27:  “Nevertheless, lest we offend them” 

           1.  Offend (skandalizo)  Literally, cause to stumble.  The idea is to disrupt their thinking. 

           2.  Jesus paid the temple tax for Himself and Peter through a miracle.  (Matt. 17.27) 
 

II.  LESSONS FROM THE TEXT 

     A.  There is a responsibility to support the work of the church. 

           1.  What is the work of the church?  (Eph. 4.12)   

                a)  EPHESIANS 4.12:  “the equipping of the saints.”  Teaching.  (2 Tim. 3.16,17) 

                b)  EPHESIANS 4.12:  “the work of ministry”  Serving.  (Acts 6.1; Rom. 15.26)   

                c)  EPHESIANS 4.12:  “edifying of the body of Christ.”  Encouraging.  (1 Cor. 14.12) 

           2.  To carry out the work of the church, it takes money.  (1 Cor. 16.1,2; 9.7,13,14)              

                a)  1 CORINTHIANS 16.1,2:  It is a command to give every first day of the week. 

                b)  1 CORINTHIANS 9.7,13,14:  It was a command to support preaching and teaching. 

                c)  2 CORINTHIANS 8.1-5:  Though it is necessary and commanded, it is to be carried  

                      out willingly.  (2 Cor. 9.6,7) 

     B.  There is a responsibility to be sensitive to the feelings of others. 

           1.  Jesus did not have an obligation to give, yet He did anyway.  Why?  (Matt. 17.27) 

           2.  It is tempting to demand our rights, but we have to think about others.  (Rom. 14.3)    


