
HEAVENLY CITIZENSHIP 
 

       There is great city pride to the citizens of Las Vegas, just as 

there is great pride of citizens of any city.  This pride is seen in the 

desire for the home team to win.  There is a sense of belonging that 

comes from being a part of the community.  There is interest in the 

welfare of the city, the city’s economy, and the elected officials 

who govern our city.  If anyone asks, one is proud to retort that 

they are a Las Vegan.   

     This same city pride was also felt by those who lived in the city 

of Philippi.  As a city in ruins, Philip II of Macedonia (father of 

Alexander the Great), restored the city and named it after himself 

in the third century B.C.  Later, under Augustus Caesar, the city of 

Philippi became a Roman military village in which the Romans 

could control the surrounding region.  Therefore, being a military 

installation the citizens had the unique privilege of being exempt 

from taxes which further fueled their pride. 

     It was to these Philippian citizens that Paul wrote, “For our 

citizenship is in heaven”  (Phil. 2.20).  These Christians who 

understood the value of citizenship were now being reminded that 

they were residents of a city which enjoyed even greater benefits.  

One day they would live in the great spiritual city which is heaven. 

     As nice as it is to live in a place that has such benefits, it is not 

eternal.  The Hebrew writer expressed this thought when he said, 

”For here we have no continuing city, but we seek the one to 

come”  (Heb. 13.14).  Additionally, every city contains worldly 

elements that draw us to temptation, but in Las Vegas the problem 

is so blatant that our home is dubbed “Sin City”.  Yet in heaven we 

are promised that “there shall by no means enter into it anything 

that defiles”  (Rev. 21.27).  Furthermore, in this earthly city, 

people come and go.  Some move away to a different city, others 

pass away.  But in the heavenly city there is no death and no 

sorrow  (Rev. 21.4).  There will be no more departing loved ones, 

for we shall be joined with the faithful in heaven and “thus we 

shall always be with the Lord”  (1 Thes. 4.17). 

     Indeed, our citizenship is in heaven.  And we eagerly wait for it 

knowing that no earthly city shall offer the same benefits and 

privileges that heaven offers.                                   CLP  
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REJOICE WHEN YOU SUFFER 
 

     It seems odd to say.  How are we to rejoice when we suffer?  

There are some who enjoy the feeling of being in pain.  This is a 

condition called masochism and is considered to be a psychological 

disorder.  There are some who enjoy the feeling of pain because they 

feel guilty of past mistakes and believe that pain is their punishment.  

These are individuals who feel that by suffering, they are making up 

for bad decisions.   

     Did you know that the Bible actually tells us to be glad when we 

suffer?  Romans 5.3 tells us that we “rejoice in our sufferings.”  In a 

similar thought, James writes that we are to “count it all joy when you 

fall into various trials”  (James 1.2).  In these two passages, the 

reasons are explained.  When you suffer, it makes you a better person.  

You are not a better person in that you are more righteous having paid 

for your sins through suffering.  It makes you a better person in that it 

teaches you endurance and builds strength  (Heb. 10.32-36) 

     Suffering also makes you a better person because it can strengthen 

your faith.  When Paul suffered, he asked three times for the cause of 

his suffering to be removed  (2 Cor. 12.7,8).  The Lord replied, “My 

grace is sufficient for you”  (2 Cor. 12.9).  The idea is that you are 

stronger when you learn to trust in Him.  Suffering reminds us that we 

need to put our trust in the One “who will never leave you nor forsake 

you”  (Heb. 13.5; cf. 1 Pet. 5.7). 

     How has suffering been a cause for you to rejoice?             CLP   
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MORNING AND EVENING 

FORGIVING THOSE WHO HURT YOU 

LUKE 17:3 
 

INTRODUCTION:   

1.  How do you forgive someone who has hurt you?  Are you 

obligated to forgive those who mistreat you?  (Matt. 6.15) 

2.  Consider some thoughts from Luke 17.1-5: 

     a)  VERSE 3:  Forgiveness is conditional. 

     b)  VERSE 4:  Forgiveness unconditional. 

     c)  VERSE 5:  Forgiveness is difficult 
   

I.  THE PARABLE OF THE UNFORGIVING SERVANT 

     A.  In this parable, forgiveness is given.  (Matt. 18.23-27) 

           1.  MATTHEW 18.23,24:  A man owed an insurmountable  

                debt that he could not pay.  (cf. 1 Chr. 29.4) 

           2.  MATTHEW 18.25:  Since he could not pay, he was sold  

                into slavery.  (cf. Lev. 25.10,39,40)  

           3.  MATTHEW 18.26,27:  The master showed compassion. 

     B.  In this parable, forgiveness is withheld.  (Matt. 18.28-30) 

           1.  MATTHEW 18.28,29:  The unforgiving servant was owed  

                much less than what he owed to the master.  (Matt. 20.2) 

           2.  MATTHEW 18.30:  He refused to show patience. 

     C.  In this parable, forgiveness is revoked.  (Matt. 18.31-35) 

           1.  MATTHEW 18.31-34:  The forgiveness that was once  

                given had been withdrawn and his debt was reinstated. 

           2.  MATTHEW 18:35:  “So My heavenly Father…”  
 

II.  THE PORTRAIT OF AN UNFORGIVING HEART 

     A.  An unforgiving heart has the wrong priorities.   

           1.  Our priority is to glorify God.  (1 Cor. 10.31; Matt. 5.16)   

           2.  What was the servant’s priorities?  (Matt. 18.28) 

     B.  An unforgiving heart lacks sensitivity. 

           1.  The servant lacked compassion.  (Matt. 18.28-30) 

           2.  We are to be known for being gentle.  (Phil. 4.15)        

     C.  An unforgiving heart has a bad reputation.  (Matt. 18.31) 

           1.  Fellow servants saw and were outraged.  (Matt. 18.31) 

           2.  We are to be lights in the world. (Phil. 2.5,15; 1 Cor. 11.1) 

     D.  An unforgiving heart is lost.  (Matt. 18.32-34) 
 

CONCLUSION:  How can we be more compassionate and forgiving 

toward those who hurt us?  (1 Pet. 4.16; James 3.17; Eph. 5.1) 

THE POWER OF THE TONGUE 
 

     Have you ever had to apologize for something that you said?  

Have you ever damaged a friendship because you spoke without 

thinking?  The words written by playwright Edward Bulwer-Lytton 

are true and timeless:  “The pen is mightier than the sword.” 

     Jesus frequently reminded us that what we say (or write) can 

effect our eternal destiny  (Matt. 12.36,37).  Our words will judge 

us in the last day because “out of the abundance of the heart, the 

mouth speaks”  (Matt. 12.34).   

     The third chapter of James, we read about the power of the 

tongue expressed in three ways.  First of all, there are two 

statements of emphasis.  James 3.1 tells us that not many of us 

ought to be teachers “knowing that we shall receive a stricter 

judgment.”  Why will teachers receive a stricter judgment?  

Simply put, the very words that they speak in their teaching will be 

put to the test.  Then he says in verse 2 that “if anyone does not 

stumble in word, he is a perfect man.”  Both of these statements 

are made to emphasize the power of the tongue. 

     James also sets before us three comparisons.  First of all, there 

is horse that is controlled by a small bit  (James 3.3).  Second, 

there is a great ship controlled by a small rudder  (James 3.4).  

Third, there is a large forest destroyed by a small spark  (James 

3.5).  His point is simple:  “Even so the tongue is a little member 

and boasts great things”  (James 3.5).  Think of careers that have 

come to and end.  Think of how relationship which have taken 

years to develop have been destroyed.  Think of the souls who 

have turned their ear away from the gospel you tried to share.  All 

of it was caused by a single unfiltered word. 

     James then sets before us two analogies.  First, he describes the 

tongue as a fire that burns with the fire of hell  (James 3.6). It is 

consuming and destructive.  Second, he describes the tongue as an 

unruly evil  (James 3.7,8).  The word “unruly” is three Greek 

words.  It is comprised of the word for “down,” the word for 

“hold” and the word for “not.”  Literally, it cannot be held down.  

It is an evil that cannot be controlled. 

      James is telling us by statements of emphasis, comparisons, 

and illustrations, that the tongue is a influence in our lives and 

others.  We cannot underestimate the power of what we say.    CLP        


