
THERE IS WORK THAT WE CAN ALL DO 

MATTHEW 27.55,56 
 

INTRODUCTION:   

1.  We are not here to serve ourselves, but to serve God.  How we 

serve God is by serving others.  Are you a pew warmer? 

2.  In His darkest hour Jesus was served by “many women who 

followed Jesus from Galilee…”  (Matt. 27.55,56) 

3.  When it comes to serving God faithfully, women are often 

overlooked.  What can we learn from these godly women? 
 

I.  THE WORK OF TABITHA 

     A.  Tabitha served God by showing mercy.  (Acts 9.36-39) 

           1.  Tabitha was “full of good works and charitable deeds”   

                 (v. 36).  Literally, deeds of compassion and mercy. 

           2.  What good deeds did she do?  Tabitha made clothing for  

                 the needy.  (v. 39). 

     B.  Christians serve God and serve others by showing mercy. 

           1.  MATTHEW 5.7:  “Blessed are the merciful…            

           2.  JAMES 2.13:  “Mercy triumphs over judgment.” 

           3.  LUKE 6.36:  “Therefore be merciful, just as your Father  

                 also is merciful.” 
 

II.  THE WORK OF PHOEBE 

     A.  Phoebe served God by being a helper.  (Rom. 16.1,2) 

           1.  Phoebe was a “sister”, “servant”, “saint” and “helper”.   

           2.  Helper  (prostemi):  “To stand before”  [Strong].  It  

                carries the idea of someone who is a protector.   

     B.  Christians serve God and serve others by being a helper. 

           1.  We can help strengthen someone’s faith.  (Eph. 6.16) 

           2.  Protection by exhorting them daily.  (Heb.  3.13) 
 

III.  THE WORK OF LOIS AND EUNICE 

     A.  Lois and Eunice served God by instilling faith in their  

           children.  (2 Tim. 1.3-5) 

           1.  Timothy came from a diverse family.  (Acts 16.1)  

           2.  It was from his mother and grandmother that Timothy  

                developed a knowledge of Scriptures.  (2 Tim. 3.14,15) 

     B.  Christians can serve God and serve others by teaching their  

           children about God.  (1 Tim. 4.12; Eph. 6.4) 
 

CONCLUSION:  There is something that we all can do. 
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JESUS BELIEVED IN PRAYER 
 

     To pray to God is a blessing that so often goes unused.  

Repeatedly, God has expressed His desire for His people to pray to 

Him.  How did Jesus view the role of prayer in everyday life?  We 

know that He often taught about prayer.  He explained to the 

disciples how to pray  (Luke 11.1-4).  He taught about how 

frequently we should pray  (Luke 18.1-8).  He taught about proper 

attitude in prayer  (Luke 18.9-14).  But did Jesus live by the things 

He taught? 

     In Luke 3.23 we are reminded that “Jesus Himself began His 

ministry at about thirty years of age”.  His ministry was commenced 

by His baptism.  As Jesus was baptized by John the Baptist, the 

heavens were opened up, and the Holy Spirit descended on Him like 

a dove.  This things took place “while He prayed”  (Luke 3.21,22).  

Jesus began His ministry with prayer. 

     Did you know that the last words that Jesus spoke before His 

death was a prayer?  As Jesus hung from the cross, He addressed 

His Father and said, “’Father, into Your hands I commit My spirit.' 

Having said this, He breathed His last.”  (Luke 23.46).  Actually, 

Jesus was quoting Psalm 31.5.  Jesus ended His ministry with 

prayer.    

     Jesus taught men to pray, and He Himself prayed often.  

Therefore let us not neglect this valuable blessing.               CLP  
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ARE YOU DEVOTED TO JESUS? 

MARK 14:6 
 

INTRODUCTION:  

1.  Just prior to the passion of the Christ, we read about one who 

had a passion for Christ.  [Read Mark 14.1-9] 

2.  Are you completely devoted to Christ? 
 

I.  EXAMINING THE TEXT 

     A.  There is a location. 

           1.  MARK 14.1:  “After two days it was the Passover…”  

           2.  The Passover was a feast began at the beginning of the  

                year in Jerusalem.  (Ex. 12.1,2; Mark 14.1,2) 

           3.  MARK 14.3:  “And being in Bethany”  (cf. John 12.1) 

     B.  There is a celebration. 

           1.  A meal was made in honor of Jesus.  (John 12.2) 

           2.  MARK 14.3:  Simon the leper was there.   

           3.  JOHN 12.2:  Martha and Lazarus were there. 

           4.  MARK 14.3:  Mary was there.  (cf. John 12.3) 

     C.  There was a criticism. 

           1.  MARK 14.4:  “But there were some who were indignant  

                among themselves.”  Who?  (Matt. 26.8; John 12.4) 

           2.  MARK 14.5:  “And they criticized her sharply.”  

     D.  There was a commendation. 

           1.  MARK 14.6:  Jesus protected her. 

           2.  MARK 14.6,7:  Jesus praised her. 
 

II.  EXAMINING OURSELVES 

     A.  In a careful examination of your life, do you give Jesus your  

           best, or do you offer Him cheap perfume?  (1 Cor. 13.5) 

     B.  How devoted are you to Christ? 

           1.  How devoted are you to Christ as it pertains to marriage  

                and the home.  (Heb. 13.4; Eph. 5.25-27; 6.1,4) 

           2.  How devoted are you to Christ as it pertains to the  

                worship of the church?  (Heb. 10.25; John 4.23) 

           3.  How devoted are you to Christ as it pertains to your  

                priorities?  (Matt. 25.13; 1 Tim. 4.8; 2 Pet. 3.18) 
      

CONCLUSION:   MARK 14.9:  What do the people who know you 

think of you and your devotion?   

 

IN THE BEGINNING GOD CREATED 
 

     Do you consider yourself a creative person?  Some have the ability to 

create music, paint a beautiful portrait or landscape, put together materials 

such as cloth or yarn, and create wonderful blessings for others.  Did you 

know that everyone has creative abilities?  Can you write a story that will 

capture the attention of your audience?  Can you arrange furniture that will 

make a house feel more like a home?  Can you mix together a variety of 

ingredients that will produce a meal that will delight the senses?   

     Everyone has some level of creativity, but no one can create like God. 

The first time we read about God’s creative ability is from the first verse 

of the Bible.  It is there that we learn “In the beginning, God created”  The 

very first work that God ever performed was the work of creation.  So 

special was this work, that God commanded His people to have a special 

day of rest to commemorate it  (Ex. 20.8-11).   

     The word “created” is unique.  It translates from the Hebrew word 

“bara” (arB), and it describes bringing something into existence out of 

nothing.  Of interest, it is only used in reference to God.  Only God can 

bring something into existence from nothing.  What did God bring into 

existence that once did not exist?  The opening verse of the Bible continues 

to tell us that “God created the heavens and the earth.”  The Hebrews did 

not have a word for “universe.”  To convey the concept of the entire 

universe, they would describe the upper regions (heavens) and the lower 

regions (earth).  The first verse of the Bible tells us that out of nothingness, 

God brought into existence the entire universe. 

     How did God create the universe?  There are three factors that went 

into God’s creative process.  First, God created all things by speaking it 

into existence.  Throughout the first chapter, you will find the phrase, “God 

said” and then what He said came into existence  (Gen. 

1.3,6,9,11,14,20,24,26; cf. Ps. 33.8,9).  Second, God created all things 

according to His will  (Rev. 4.11).  Nothing that was created was an 

afterthought.  All things that God brought into existence was with a 

purpose.  Third, God created all things through His Son (John 1.1-3).  Jesus 

was the agency of His creation.   

     What are we to conclude as we give thought to God as our Creator?  

Perhaps we can borrow the words of the psalmist in Psalm 145.3:  “Great 

is the LORD, and greatly to be praised; And His greatness is 

unsearchable.”  Three times, the psalmist described God as great.  He then 

goes on to describe His “might acts,” “wondrous works,” and “awesome 

acts.”  He then says again, “And I will declare Your greatness”  (Ps. 

145.6).  There is something else in the text that gave this psalmist a reason 

to characterize God as great.  “The LORD is gracious and full of 

compassion, Slow to anger and great in mercy.  The LORD is good to all, 

And His tender mercies are over all His works”  (Ps. 145.8,9).                 CLP  


