
WEDNESDAY NIGHT BIBLE CLASS 

NOVEMBER 4, 2020 

MATTHEW 23:1-12 

 

INTRODUCTION: 

1.  Matthew 23 contains a scathing rebuke of the scribes and Pharisees. 

     a)  Jesus had often warned about the religious sects.  (Matt. 15.9; 16.5,6,12) 

     b)  Jesus has been entrenched in a heated battle with the Pharisees which began in the temple,  

          and ended with a discussion about David.  (Matt. 21.23; 22.46) 

2.  The condemnation of the scribes and Pharisees can be divided into three major sections. 

     a)  MATTHEW 23.1-12:  The scribes and Pharisees were HIGH MINDED.     

     b)  MATTHEW 23.13-22:  The scribes and Pharisees were HARMFUL. 

     c)  MATTHEW 23.23-39:  The scribes and Pharisees were HYPOCRITICAL. 

3.  MATTHEW 23.1:  “Then Jesus spoke to the multitudes and to His disciples.”  

4.  Jesus condemns the scribes and Pharisees for being High Minded.  [READ MATHEW 23.1-12] 

 

I.  THEIR DOCTRINE 

     A.  MATTHEW 23.2:  “The scribes and the Pharisees sit in Moses’ seat.” 

           1.  Moses’ seat was a special place of authority for teachers of the Law.  (Ex. 18.13-26) 

                a)  EXODUS 18.13:  “Moses sat to judge the people.” 

                b)  EXODUS 18.16:  “I make know the statutes of God and His laws.” 

                c)  EXODUS 18.20:  “the way in which they must walk and the work they must do.”  

           2.  MATTHEW 23.3:  “Therefore whatever they tell you to observe, that observe and do” 

                a)  Specifically, in reference to the Law of Moses. 

                b)  Their traditions were in conflict with the Law of Moses.  (Matt. 15.9; 16.5,6,12) 

     B.  We are arrogant and high-minded when we hold the traditions of men higher than the  

            commands of God.  (1 Cor. 8.1,2)   
 

II.  THEIR DEEDS 

     A.  MATTHEW 23.3:  “but do not do according to their works.” 

           1.  The scribes and Pharisees taught the Law, but they did not obey the Law.   

                a)  Our righteousness is to exceed their righteousness.  (Matt. 5.20; Rom. 10.3) 

                b)  MATTHEW 15.3:  “Why do you also transgress the commandment of God.” 

           2.  MATTHEW 23.4:  “For they bind heavy burdens, hard to bear, and lay them on men’s  

                shoulders; but they themselves will not move them with one of their fingers.”     

                a)  They made it very difficult to go to heaven by expecting perfect obedience.   

                      (Luke 6.7; 14.1; Acts 15.5,10; Gal. 3.10; Matt. 9.10-13)   

                b)  They had neglected “justice, mercy, and faith”  (Matt. 23.23).  

           3.  MATTHEW 23.4:  “but they themselves will not move them with one of their fingers.” 

     B.  Those who teach, lead best by example.  (Heb. 13.7; 1 Cor. 11.1; John 13.12-17) 
 

III.  THEIR DEIFICATION 

     A.  How did the scribes and Pharisees deify themselves? 

           1.  The deified themselves by the clothes they wore.  (Matt. 23.5) 

           2.  They deified themselves by their places they occupied.  (Matt. 23.6) 

           3.  They deified themselves by titles they wore.  (Matt. 23.7) 

     B.  Jesus answers their high-mindedness.  (Matt. 23.8-12)        


