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INTRODUCTION: 

1.  How do you feel when someone else is hurting?  We are to be people of compassion. 

2.  Matthew 15 finds Jesus being followed by a large crowd. 

     a)  He traveled from Phoenicia to Decapolis.  (Matt. 15.21; Mark 7.31) 

     b)  Great multitudes followed Him to be healed.  (Matt. 15.29) 

3.  Not wanting to send them away hungry, Jesus fed the four thousand.  [Read Matt. 15.32-39] 
 

I.  UNRAVELING THE TEXT 

     A.  The Feelings of Jesus. 

           1.  MATTHEW 15.32:  “Now Jesus called His disciples to Himself and said, ‘I have  

                compassion on the multitude…’”  Literally, to be moved by compassion.   

           2.  Compassion (splangchnizomai):  “to have the bowels yearn” Visceral 

                a)  Eleeo:  To act on feeling of compassion.  Mercy, Pity.  (Matt. 18.27,33) 

                b)  Sumpathos:  Literally, to suffer together.  Sympathy.  (Heb. 10.34) 

                c)  Oikteiro:  To exercise grace.  To show favor.  Compassion.  (Rom. 9.15) 

           3.  Why was Jesus moved with compassion? 

                a)  MATTHEW 15.32:  “because they…have nothing to eat.  And I do not want to send  

                     them away hungry, lest they faint on the way.” 

                b)  How long were they with Jesus?  Three days. 

                c)  Where were they?  On a mountain in the wilderness.  (Matt. 15.29,33; Mark 8.3)   

           4.  Jesus is an example of compassion.  (Matt. 9.36; 14.14; 15.22; 20.34)  

     B.  The Faith of the Disciples. 

           1.  MATTHEW 15.33:  “Then His disciples said to Him, “Where could we get enough  

                bread in the wilderness to fill such a great multitude?”   

                a)  Did the disciples forget that Jesus earlier fed five thousand?  (Matt. 14.17,21) 

                b)  Later Jesus chastised His disciples for their “little faith”  (Matt. 15.8-12) 

           2.  MATTHEW 15.34:  “Seven, and a few little fish.”  Tilapia (about a foot in length) 

           3.  MATTHEW 15.35,36:  “And He took the seven loaves and the fish and gave thanks” 

                a)  “Thanks” (eucharisteo):  Literally, grace well.  Express gratitude. 

                b)  “Blessed” (eulogia):  Literally, speak well.  Say good things about it.  (Mark 8,6,7) 

           4.  MATTHEW 15.37,38:  The feeding of the four thousand. 

                a)  MATTHEW 15.37:  “And they all ate and were filled.”   

                b)  MATTHEW 15.38:  “four thousand men, besides women and children.”  
 

II.  WE ARE TO BE PEOPLE OF COMPASSION 

     A.  LUKE 6.36:  “Therefore be merciful, just as your Father also is merciful.” 

           1.  Compassion is stirred up by feelings of love.  (Luke 6.31-35) 

           2.  The greatest commandment is to love.  How do we show love?  (Luke 10.37) 

     B.  MATTHEW 9.13:  “But go and learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy and not sacrifice.’”  

           1.  Did God command sacrifices to be offered?  (Jer. 7.22,23; 1 Sam. 15.22) 

           2.  This is a prophecy concerning the sins of Israel.  They were judging themselves  

                 righteous by their worship.  (Hos. 6.6,7; Jer. 7.22,23; 1 Sam. 15.22) 

           3.  Offering worship without showing compassion is worthless.  (Micah 6.6-8; Matt. 23.23) 

 


