
WEDNESDAY NIGHT BIBLE CLASS 

DECEMBER 9, 2020 

MATTHEW 23:37-39 

 

INTRODUCTION: 

1.  The hypocrisy of the scribes and Pharisees would culminate in judgment. 

     a)  Warning:  MATTHEW 23.1-12:  “do not do according to their works.” 

     b)  Condemnation.  MATTHEW 23.13-30:  “But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees.” 

     c)  Judgment.  MATTHEW 23.31-39:  “All these things will come upon this generation.” 

2.  God’s judgment comes in two different ways. 

     a)  There is judgment in this life.  (Dan. 4.28-33; Acts 5.3-5; 2 Pet. 2.4-6; 1 Cor. 11.32) 

     b)  There is judgment in the life to come.  (Heb. 9.27; Acts 17.30,31; 2 Cor. 5.9-11) 

3.  Jesus warns that judgment was coming on the city of Jerusalem.  [READ MATTHEW 23.37-39] 

     a)  When was this judgment coming to come?  (Matt. 23.36) 

     b)  Who was going to be judged?  (Matt. 23.37) 

 

I.  GOD DESIRES OUR SALVATION 

     A.  We are given insight to the very heart of God. 

           1.  MATTHEW 23.37:  “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the one who kills the prophets and  

                stones those who are sent to her!”   

                a)  Their egregious sins are both past, present, and future.  (Matt. 23.31-35) 

                b)  Our sins are deserving of death.  (Rom. 1.32; 6.23)      

           2.  MATTHEW 23.37:  “How often I wanted to gather your children together, as a hen  

                gathers her chicks under her wings”  (Hos. 11.8) 

                a)  Why did God send the prophets to the people?  (Ezek. 18.23; 33.11; Matt. 23.34) 

                b)  Why did God send His Son to the people?  (2 Sam. 14.14; 1 John 4.9,10)  

     B.  God’s heart is poured out in our salvation. 

           1.  In spite of all we have done, God still wants us with Him.  (Rom. 5.6-10; 2 Pet. 3.9) 

           2.  2 CORINTHIANS 5.20:  “Now then, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God  

                were pleading through us: we implore you on Christ’s behalf, be reconciled to God.”  

           3.  What moved God to send Jesus?  (Eph. 2.4-7; Titus 3.4-7)  

 

II.  OUR SALVATION IS A CHOICE 

     A.  God wanted to save His people, “but you were not willing!”  (Matt. 23.37)   

           1.  “Wanted” and “Willing” is the same Greek word.  Literally, God wanted to gather His  

                 people, but they did not want to be gathered. 

           2.  Prophets have been sent repeatedly throughout Jewish history to save them, but they  

                were not willing to listen.  (Matt. 13.14,15; Acts 7.51,57; 28.23-29) 

           3.  It is impossible to save those who are unwilling to be saved.  (Heb. 6.4-6) 

           4.  MATTHEW 23.38,38:  “See! Your house is left to you desolate.”  After repeatedly  

                offering them a chance to change, the time for repentance has past.   

     B.  Why do most reject enteral life that God so graciously offers?  (Acts 13.44-46) 

           1.  Some have a love of the world.  (1 John 2.15,16) 

           2.  Some have a lack of faith.  (Acts 17.19,20) 

           3.  Some are looking to be justified.  (Luke 10.29; 2 Tim. 4.3,4) 

           4.  Some have a loss of perspective.  (Heb. 10.36; 11.27; 12.1)           


