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INTRODUCTION: 

1.  MATTHEW 10.16:  “Behold, I send you out as sheep in the midst of wolves.”  (Acts 20.29) 

     a)  There was much work to be done, and Jesus sends out His disciples.  (Matt. 9.37; 10.6-8) 

     b)  Jesus warns them that they are being sent out into a hostile environment. 

2.  MATTHEW 10.16:  “Therefore be wise as serpents and harmless as doves.” 

     a)  Wise as serpents.  Be careful in reference to your own safety.  (Gen. 3.1; 2 Cor. 11.3) 

     b)  Harmless as doves.  How can we harm the message?  (Phil. 2.14,15) 

3.  It can be discouraging to take a good news message into a hostile environment.    
 

I.  THE SOURCE OF HOSTILITY 

     A.  MATTHEW 10.17:  “But beware of men”  Pay attention to your environment. 

           1.  They will deliver you up to religious authorities.  (Matt. 10.17) 

                a)  Councils (sunedrion):  Sanhedrin.  The religious supreme court of the Jews. 

                b)  “scourge you in their synagogues”  (cf. Acts 22.19)    

           2.  They will deliver you up to secular authorities.  (Matt. 10.18) 

           3.  They will deliver you up to death.  (Matt. 10.21) 

           4.  They will hate you.  (Matt. 10.22) 

           5.  They will persecute you.  (Matt. 10.23) 

     B.  Christians today are promised hostility from the world.  (2 Tim. 3.12) 
 

II.  THE CAUSE OF HOSTILITY 

     A.  MATTHEW 10.24,25:  “A disciple is not above his teacher, nor a servant above his  

              master.”  How did they treat Jesus?  (Luke 11.15-19; John 8.48-53) 

           1.  Expect to receive the same treatment as your teacher and master.  (Matt. 20.22,23) 

           2.  Why did they hate Jesus?  Why would they hate His disciples?  (John 15.18-22) 

                a)  Jesus was not one of them.  (John 15.18,19) 

                b)  Jesus exposed them.  (John 15.21,22; 3.19-21) 

     B.  Christians today are promised that we will suffer like Jesus.  (Rom. 8.17; 1 Pet. 4.12,13)   
 

III.  THE REACTION TO HOSTILITY 

     A.  We need to remember that we are speaking the words of God.   

           1.  MATTHEW 10.19,20:  “For it is not you who speak, but the Spirit of your Father who  

                speaks in you.”  These were men who were inspired by the Holy Spirit. 

           2.  Can we know what we are to say?  (2 Tim. 3.16,17; 1 Pet. 4.11) 

           3.  We might be hesitant to preach the word because we do not know what to say? 

                a)  Knowing what to say takes study.  (2 Cor. 10.4,5; Acts 18.24,27,28) 

                b)  Knowing what to say takes practice.  (Heb. 5.12-14) 

     B.  We need to develop endurance.  (Matt. 10.22) 

           1.  Endurance (hupomeno):  To remain under the pressure.   

           2.  The suffering Hebrews needed to learn endurance.  (Heb. 10.32-36) 

           3.  We might be hesitant to preach the word because of thin skin.  (Ezek. 3.8,9) 

     C.  We need to overcome our fear.  (Matt. 10.26-31) 

           1.  Fear God more than fearing men.  (v. 28) 

           2.  Trust in the care of God.  (vs. 29-31)       


