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MATTHEW 24:1-4 

 

INTRODUCTION: 

1.  In Matthew 24, Jesus is leaving the temple after (Matt. 24.1; 21.23) 

     a)  CORRECTION:  Jesus tries to correct them with parables. (Matt. 21.28-22.14; cf. Mark 4.11) 

     b)  CHARACTERIZATION:  Jesus characterizes them as hypocrites.  (Matt. 23.1-30) 

     c)  CONDEMNATION:  Jesus predicts their coming destruction.  (Matt. 23.31-39) 

2.  Jesus makes a prediction concerning the destruction of Jerusalem.  (Matt. 24.1,2)   

     a)  The disciples observed the beauty of the buildings.  (Mark 13.1,2; Luke 21.5,6) 

     b)  “Thrown down” (kataluo):  “may best be translated as ‘destroy’ or ‘abolish’  [Mounce] 
 

I.  TWO QUESTIONS 

     A.  MATTHEW 24.3:  “The disciples came to Him privately, saying, ‘Tell us, when will these  

           things be?’”  Specifically, Peter, James, John, and Andrew.  (Mark 13.3) 

           1.  “These things” referred to the destruction of Jerusalem. (Matt. 24.1,2; Luke 19.41-44) 

           2.  “When will these things be?”  The day and time of Jerusalem’s destruction.    

     B.  MATTHEW 24.3:  “And what will be the sign of Your coming, and of the end of the age?” 

           1.  The judgment of God is often characterized as the coming or the day of the LORD.   

                a)  The destruction of Babylon.  (Isa. 13.1,6,9,10) 

                b)  The destruction of Egypt.  (Jer. 46.1,10-12) 

                c)  The destruction of Israel.  (Joel 1.15; 2.1) 

           2.  What is “the end of the age”? 

                a)  The end of the age refers to the final day of Judgment.  (Matt. 13.39,49,50; 28.20) 

                b)  The disciples combined the destruction of Jerusalem and the final day of judgment. 
 

II.  TWO ANSWERS 

     A.  Jesus answers concerning the destruction of Jerusalem.  (Matt. 24.5-35) 

           1.  The judgment would come localized.  (Matt. 23.37; 24.2,15,16) 

           2.  Signs will be given to indicate that the destruction of Jerusalem is near. 

                a)  MATTHEW 24.6:  “for all these things must come to pass, but the end is not yet.”   

                b)  MATTHEW 24.14:  “this gospel… will be preached…and then the end will come.”   

                c)  MATTHEW 24.29:  “Immediately after the tribulation of those days.”   

                d)  MATTHEW 24.32,33:  Signs will indicate that the day is near.   

          3.  The destruction of Jerusalem will last for days.  (Matt. 24.19-22) 

          4.  It will be a judgment that is escapable.  (Matt. 24.16-20; cf. Neh. 13.19) 

          5.  All of this would happen in their lifetime.   

               a)  MATTHEW 24.34:  “All these things” will happen in “this generation.” 

               b)  MATTHEW 23.36,37:  The judgment on Jerusalem will be in “this generation.”   

     B.  Jesus answers concerning the final day of Judgment.  (Matt. 24.36-51) 

          1.  MATTHEW 24.36:  “But of that day…”  Statement of contrast. 

          2.  The final judgment would be without signs and unanticipated.  (Matt. 24.36) 

               a)  Historical illustration.  (Matt. 24.37-39) 

               b)  Cultural illustration.  (Matt. 24.40-42) 

               c)  Social illustration.  (Matt. 24.43,44) 

           3.  Therefore, be ready at all times.  (Matt. 24.45-51) 


