
THE BOOK OF HEBREWS:  THINK ABOUT YOURSELF AND GOD 

HEBREWS 3:7-19 

 

INTRODUCTION:    

1.  The book of Hebrews can help me stay faithful to God even 

when I am struggling.  (Heb. 8.1)   

2.  Thinking about Jesus and the blessings that we enjoy through 

Him helps us to remain faithful.  Consider two other thoughts. 
 

I.  THINK ABOUT YOURSELF 

     A.  We are part of a spiritual family. 

           1.  HEBREWS 3.1:  “Therefore, holy brethren” 

           2.  Holy (hagios):  “Set apart.”  (cf. Rev. 4.8) 

           3.  Remembering that we are part of a family will help us  

                remain faithful.  (Heb. 2,11,12,17; 2 Cor. 6.17,18) 

     B.  We are partakers of the heavenly calling. 

           1.  HEBREWS 3.1:  “partakers of the heavenly calling”  

           2.  We are called by the gospel.  (Eph. 4.1; 2 Thess. 2.14) 

           3.  We call on the name of the Lord in response to our being  

                called by the gospel.  (Acts 2.21,36-39; 22.16) 

     C.  We are the house of God.   

           1.  HEBREWS 3.6:  “whose house we are”  

           2.  We are the building block.  (1 Pet. 2.5; Matt. 16.18;  

                1 Cor. 3.11; Eph. 1.22; John 8.12; 10.9; 14.6) 

     D.  We are partakers of Christ. 

           1.  HEBREWS 3.14:  “we have become partakers of Christ” 

           2.  We enjoy all spiritual blessing in Christ.  (Eph. 1.3) 
 

II.  THINK ABOUT GOD 

     A.  Think about God’s expectations of us.   

           1.  The children of Israel hardened their hearts refusing to  

                 inherit the land God was giving them.  (Heb. 3.7-9) 

           2.  God expects all of our hearts.  (Matt. 22.37) 

           3.  What is the heart?  (Prov. 4.23; 23.7; Matt. 12.34)   

     B.  Think about God’s indignation against us. 

           1.  HEBREWS 3.10,11:  “Therefore, I was angry with that  

                generation…So I swore in My wrath” 

           2.  HEBREWS 3.16-19:  “Now with whom was He angry?   

                Was it not with those who sinned?” 
 

CONCLUSION:  An oak tree is an acorn that stood its ground.   
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BY THE GRACE OF GOD 
 

     Last week’s article gave attention to Paul’s statement in 1 

Corinthians 15.10.  It is there that Paul wrote that “by the grace of 

God, I am what I am.”  The second time this phrase is used is in the 

second epistle to the Corinthians.  In reference to his behavior, Paul 

wrote that “we conducted ourselves…by the grace of God”  (2 Cor. 

1.12).  In this passage, Paul characterizes his behavior in three ways. 

     First, Paul conducted himself in “simplicity” (2 Cor. 1.12).  The 

word translated as “simplicity” carries the idea of singleness in 

contrast to duplicity.  Paul did not come to them with a hidden 

agenda.  He came there with a single purpose.  He came “for your 

consolation and salvation” (2 Cor. 1.5,6).   

     Second, Paul conducted himself in “godly sincerity” (2 Cor. 

1.12).  The words translate a Greek phrase that literally means, “to 

be tested by sunlight.”  The idea is that their motives were pure.   

     Third, Paul conducted himself “by the grace of God”  (2 Cor. 

1.12).  Here is our phrase of interest.  The word “grace” is defined 

as mercy, love, and kindness  (Eph. 2.4-8).  Paul’s conduct was 

characterized by these three attributes. 

     Do you conduct yourself without duplicity?  Does your behavior 

clean of ulterior motives?  Do you treat others with love, mercy, and 

kindness?  If you do, then you can say as Paul did that you conduct 

yourself by the grace of God.             CLP         
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A HEART OF OBEDIENCE 

HEBREWS 5:8,9 

 

INTRODUCTION: 

1.  Our very relationship with God is dependent in part on our 

obedience to His will.  (1 John 2.3,4; Heb. 5.8,9) 

2.  Mark 1 tells us about the baptism and temptation of Jesus.  

     a)  John was baptizing in the wilderness.  (Mark 1.4,5) 

     b)  From the examples of Jesus, we can learn how to have a 

heart of obedience.   [Read Mark 1.9-13] 
 

I.  THE BAPTISM OF JESUS 

     A.  There is a location. 

           1.  MARK 1.9:  “Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee”  

           2.  John was baptizing in Judea near Jerusalem.  (Matt. 3.1) 

           3.  Why did Jesus make that long journey?  (Matt. 3.13) 

           4.  Jesus was not baptized to receive forgiveness of sins but  

                to obey the will of God.  (Matt. 3.15) 

                a)  What is righteousness?  (Ps. 119.172) 

                b)  Baptism was God’s will.  (Luke 7.29,30; John 6.38)              

     B.  Why should I be baptized?  It is the will of God! 

           1.  ACTS 2.38:  “Repent and…be baptized”  [Imperatives] 

           2.  ACTS 10.48:  “And he commanded them to be baptized  

                in the name of the Lord.” 
 

II.  THE TEMPTATION OF JESUS 

     A.  The definition of temptation. 

           1.  JAMES 1.14:  “But each one is tempted when he is drawn  

                away by his own desires and enticed.”  (cf. Mark 1.13) 

           2.  To understand the nature of temptation is to understand  

                 what Jesus went through when tempted.  (Heb. 4.15)   

     B.  Jesus was tempted in four different ways. 

          1.  Jesus was tempted with insecurity.  (Mark 1.12,13) 

          2.  Jesus was tempted by His own appetites.  (Matt. 4.3) 

          3.  Jesus was tempted by His wanting acceptance. (Matt. 4.6) 

          4.  Jesus was tempted by material wealth.  (Matt. 4.8,9) 

     C.  Why should I resist temptation?  It is the will of God! 

          1.  I can resist by going to the Bible.  (cf. 2 Tim. 4.3) 

          2.  I can resist by thinking about God.  (Matt. 4.4,7,10) 
 

CONCLUSION:   Do you have a heart of obedience? 

HOW WELL DO YOU SING? 
 

     How we sing says much about how we feel.  We often express 

our excitement through the upbeat rhythm of an inspiring melody.  

A slow and haunting refrain goes a long way to express a sad and 

mournful spirit.  In a similar way, how we sing spiritual songs as a 

church speaks volumes of our attitude toward God, Christ, and His 

word. 

     So often we apply Ephesians 5.19 and Colossians 3.16 to the 

need to sing without the use of musical instruments.  Indeed, these 

passages show that we are to sing at the exclusion of playing a 

mechanical device.  We cannot overlook the fact that these passages 

also teach our need to sing with sincerity.  Paul commands 

Christians to sing and make melody “in your hearts to the Lord”  

(Eph. 5.19), and “with grace in your hearts to the Lord”  (Col. 3.16).   

     The Old Testament is clear regarding God’s view of insincere 

worship.  To the Jews who simply went through the motions, God 

said, “Take away from Me the noise of your songs, For I will not 

hear the melody of your stringed instruments.”  (Amos 5.23).  In the 

next chapter reference is made those “who sing idly”  (Amos 6.5).     

     While we do not live under the laws of the Old Testament (for 

the old covenant allowed musical instruments), the New Testament 

is equally clear concerning God’s attitude toward insincere worship.  

Jesus Himself taught that God desires worship that is “in spirit and 

truth.”  Rather than offer it as a suggestion, Jesus states that “the 

Father is seeking such to worship Him.”  Therefore, “those who 

worship Him, must worship Him in spirit and truth”  (John 4.23,24).  

Later Jesus condemned the Pharisees who “draw near to Me with 

their mouth and honor Me with their lips, but their heart is far from 

Me”  (Matt. 15.8). 

     Let us be careful not to place too much blame on the song leader.  

Certainly, it is the song leader’s responsibility to lead a song with 

the appropriate level of enthusiasm and tempo.  However, even a 

song sung slowly can still be sung with passion and excitement.  And 

it is upon each individual member to sing from his or her heart.   

     Paul wrote that “whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord 

and not to men”  (Col. 3.23).   God has always made singing a part 

of worship, and He wants our singing to Him to be heartily.  May 

our singing reflect not an attitude of boredom, but a love for the 

Lord.                                        CLP 

 


