
WEDNESDAY NIGHT BIBLE CLASS 

APRIL 29, 2020 

MATTHEW 18:1-5 

 

INTRODUCTION: 

1.  Matthew 17 closes with the idea of the obligation to financially support the work of the  

     temple  (Matt. 17.24-27).  In the same way, Christians are to support the work of the church. 

     a)  The work of the church involves teaching, serving, and encouraging.  (Eph. 4.12) 

     b)  To carry out this work, it takes money.  (1 Cor. 16.1,2; 9.7,13,14; 2 Cor. 8.1-5; 9.6,7) 

2.  There is also a responsibility to be sensitive to the feelings of others. 

     a)  MATTHEW 17.27:  “Lest we offend…” 

     b)  We are to think about others and not offend over personal issues.  (Rom. 14.3) 

3.  Matthew 18 gives attention to our place in the kingdom.  [Read Matthew 18.1-5] 

 

I.  THE QUESTION ASKED 

     A.  MATTHEW 18.1:  “At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Who then is greatest  

           in the kingdom of heaven?”  The question suggests a previous discussion. 

           1.  The twelve disciples were arguing about who would be the greatest.  (Luke 9.46) 

           2.  Was there a feeling of shame and embarrassment?  (Mark 9.33,34) 

     B.  It was a dispute about the greatest in the kingdom.  (Matt. 18.1) 

           1.  Jesus had been preaching about the kingdom.  (Matt. 3.17; 9.35; 10.7) 

           2.  The kingdom was misunderstood.  (Acts 1.3,6) 

           3.  The kingdom was a reference to the church.  (Matt. 16.18,19; Col. 1.13) 

     C.  The disciples had aspirations to be great in the kingdom.  (Matt. 20.20-24) 

 

II.  THE QUESTION ANSWERED 

     A.  There is a declaration. 

           1.  MARK 9.35:  “If anyone desires to be first, he shall be last of all and servant of all.”   

           2.  Desires (thelo):  “wish”; Ongoing action.  Whoever keeps on wanting to be first. 

           3.  First (protos):  “Front” Whoever want to be in front.  “Greatest” (Mark 9.34). 

           4.  Last (eschatos):  Escatology.  Used in the sense of comparison.  “Least”  (Luke 9.48).      

           5.  Servant (diakonos):  “A table server”  Same word translated as “deacon” (1 Tim. 3.8) 

     B.  There is a demonstration. 

           1.  MATTHEW 18.2: “Then Jesus called a little child to Him, set him in the midst of them”       

           2.  MATTHEW 18.3:  We are to be converted.  Strepho:  Literally, to turn. (Acts 26.18) 

           3.  MATTHEW 18.3:  We are to become like a little child.   

                a)  MATTHEW 18.3:  No conversion and no childlike character = no kingdom.        

                b)  MATTHEW 18.4:  Childlike = humility.  (cf. Phil. 2.3,4; Mark 9.35; John 12.42,43) 

           4.  MATTHEW 18.5:  “Whoever receives one little child like this in My name…” 

 

III.  WHO ARE THE LEAST AND GREATEST? 

     A.  MATTHEW 5.19:  Who are the greatest and the least in the kingdom? 

           1.  The greatest keep God’s commands and teach others to do the same.   

           2.  The least breaks God’s commands and teach others to do the same.      

     B.  MATTHEW 11.11:  The least in the kingdom is greater than John the Baptist. 

    


