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INTRODUCTION: 

1.  In a meeting with a rich, young ruler, there are four components to the conversation. 

     a)  There is a question that is asked.  (Matt. 19.16) 

     b)  There is an answer that is given.  (Matt. 19.17-19) 

     c)  There is a problem that is presented.  (Matt. 19.20) 

     d)  There is a solution that is offered.  (Matt. 19.21,22) 

2.  After this meeting, Jesus has a conversation with His disciples about the challenges of money. 
 

I.  THERE IS A CHALLENGE 

     A.  The challenge is expressed in two different ways. 

           1.  It is expressed by a direct statement.   

                a)  MATTHEW 19.23:  “Then Jesus said to His disciples, ‘Assuredly, I say to you that it  

                     is hard for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven.’” 

                b)  MARK 10.24:  “Children, how hard it is for those who trust in riches to enter the  

                      kingdom of God!’”  (Repeated, Emphatic) 

           2.  It is expressed by an illustration. 

                a)  MATTHEW 19.24:  “And again I say to you, it is easier for a camel to go through  

                     the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.” 

                b)  Not gate, but a sewing needle.   

     B.  If you are someone who puts your trust in riches, you will have a difficult time entering  

           into the kingdom of heaven. 

           1.  Trusting in riches invests in the wrong future.  (Matt. 6.19-21; Luke 12.16-21) 

           2.  Trusting in riches sets the wrong focus.  (Matt. 6.22,23; Col. 3.2) 

           3.  Trusting in riches makes you a wrong follower.  (Matt. 6.24; Prov. 23.4,5) 

           4.  Trusting in riches causes you to fret.  (Matt. 6.25-34; 1 Tim. 6.17-19) 
 

II.  THERE IS CONFUSION 

     A.  MATTHEW 19.25:  “When His disciples heard it, they were greatly astonished, saying,  

              ‘Who then can be saved?’” 

           1.  There was a common thought that those who did well in life were righteous and  

                blessed by God.  Those who suffered were sinners and cursed by God. 

                a)  JOHN 9.1,2:  “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?”  

                b)  LUKE 13.1-5:  “Do you suppose that these Galileans were worse sinners than all  

                     other Galileans, because they suffered such things?” 

                c)  JOHN 9.34:  “You were completely born in sins, and are you teaching us?”  

           2.  If someone so righteous and blessed as this rich, young ruler will have a difficult time  

                being saved, is there any hope for the rest of us? 

     B.  Neither wealth nor poverty indicates your spiritual condition.   (Matt. 5.45) 
 

III.  THERE IS A CONSOLATION   

     A.  MATTHEW 19.26:  “But Jesus looked at them and said to them, ‘With men this is  

              impossible, but with God all things are possible.’” 

     B.  In reference to salvation, it is impossible for an individual to save himself.  But with God,  

           it is possible for the worst of sinners to be saved.  (1 Tim. 1.12-17) 


