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INTRODUCTION: 

1.  MATTHEW 5.20:  “For I say to you, that unless your righteousness exceeds the righteousness     

      of the scribes and Pharisees, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven.” 

     a)  The Pharisees condemned the disciples for breaking their traditions.  (Matt. 15.1-6) 

     b)  The Pharisees condemned a woman caught up in adultery.  (John 8.1-7) 

2.  The concept of judgment in the Bible. 

     a)  God is the Judge of all the earth.  (Gen. 18.25) 

     b)  The basis for our judgment is to be the word of God.  (John 12.48; 2 Tim. 3.16; Jude 9) 

     c)  Judgment is extremely difficult.  (1 Kings 3.9; John 5.30) 
 

I.  A COMMAND 

     A.  MATTHEW 7.1: “Judge not, that you be not judged.” 

           1.  Judge (krino):  Literally, to separate.  The idea of judging is to make a distinction  

                between what is right and what is wrong.  (Matt. 25.31,32) 

           2.  “Judge not” imperative.  You are commanded not to judge. 

     B.  There are four ways we are commanded not to judge.   

           1.  We are not to judge superficially.  (John 7.24) 

           2.  We are not to judge hostilely.  (James 4.11,12) 

           3.  We are not to judge based on personal opinions.  (Rom. 14.3,4,10-13) 

           4.  We are not to judge hypocritically.  (Rom. 2.17-24) 

     C.  In context, what kind of judgment are we commanded not to do?  (v. 5; cf. Jude 16).   
 

II.  A CONSEQUENCE 

     A.  MATTHEW 7.1:  “that you be not judged.” 

           1.  The consequence of judging is being judged.  Why? 

           2.  MATTHEW 7.2:  “For with what judgment you judge, you will be judged”   

           3.  MATTHEW 7.2:  “and with the measure you use, it will be measured back to you.”              

     B.  Who is judging and measuring you?  (Rom. 2.1) 

           1.  MATTHEW 7.3:  “And why do you look at the speck in your brother’s eye, but do not  

                consider the plank in your own eye?”  First you observe… 

                a)  Look (blepo):  To see with the eyes. 

                b)  Consider (katanoeo):  Literally, to think down.  The idea is to consider thoroughly. 

           2.  MATTHEW 7.4:  “Or how can you say to your brother, ‘Let me remove the speck from  

                your eye’; and look, a plank is in your own eye?”  …then you act. 
 

III.  A CONDITION 

     A.  MATTHEW 7.5:  “Hypocrite! First remove the plank from your own eye, and then you will  

              see clearly to remove the speck from your brother’s eye.” 

           1.  Hypocrite is an actor.  He is putting on a show to demonstrate his own righteousness.   

           2.  We cannot help others be righteous, when we are not righteous ourselves.   

     B.  Are we to judge our brother when there is sin in our own lives?  (Gal. 6.1) 

           1.  Galatians 6.1:  The ones who judge are to be “spiritual” 

           2.  Who are the spiritual?  (1 Cor. 2.13-3.1; Rom. 7.4; 8.5) 

    


