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INTRODUCTION: 

1.  MATTHEW 8.5:  “Now when Jesus had entered Capernaum” 

     a)  Capernaum was on the northwest shore of the Sea of Galilee with a population of 1500.  

     b)  It was thirty miles from Nazareth and the headquarters of Jesus.   

2.  MATTHEW 8.5:  “a centurion came to Him, pleading with Him”     

     a)  A centurion was a Roman soldier with authority over 100 soldiers, a gentile. 

     b) With Capernaum being a small town, it is likely that he knew of Jesus.  

3.  MATTHEW 8.10-13:  Why did Jesus see this man as having great faith? 

 

I.  THE COMPASSION OF THE CENTURION 

     A.  The condition of the servant. 

           1.  MATTHEW 8.5:  “Lord, my servant is lying at home paralyzed” 

                a)  Paralyzed (paralutikos):  Para – “by the side”; Luo – “to loosen.” 

                b)  Dreadfully tormented:  Literally, extremely tortured.   

           2.  LUKE 7.2:  “sick and ready to die.”  Literally, he was expected to die. 

     B.  The compassion of the centurion.   

           1.  MATTHEW 8.5:  The urgency of the centurion.  Pleading (parakaleo) 

           2.  LUKE 7.2:  The value of the servant.  Dear – “precious”  (cf. 1 Pet. 2.4; Luke 7.4,5) 

           3.  LUKE 7.3,4:  The urgency of the elders.  Begged (parakaleo); Earnestly (spoudaios) 

     C.  Do we have enough faith to know that Jesus can heal the broken hearts and lives of our  

           brethren, our family, the lost?  (Phil. 2.1-4; Luke 16.27,28)     

 

II.  THE HUMILITY OF THE CENTURION 

     A.  MATTHEW 8.8:  “The centurion answered and said, ‘Lord, I am not worthy’” 

           1.  After the elders approach Jesus, the centurion sends his friends.  (Luke 7.6) 

           2.  Worthy (hikanos):  Literally, adequate, competent.  I am not good enough. 

           3.  LUKE 7.7:  “Therefore I did not even think myself worthy to come to You.”   

     B.  Our arrogance drives us away from God.  Our faith will drive us to God.  (cf. Matt. 5.3) 

           1.  The parable of the prodigal son.  (Luke 15.12,18,19) 

           2.  The parable of the tax collector and sinner.  (Luke 18.13,14) 

           3.  No matter how much you do, you are never enough.  (Luke 17.10)   

 

III.  THE SUBMISSION OF THE CENTURION 

     A.  MATTHEW 8.9:  “For I also am a man under authority, having soldiers under me.” 

           1.  Authority (exousia):  The ability to command and expect to be obeyed.   

           2.  LUKE 7.7,8:  “But say the word, and my servant will be healed.  For I also am a man  

                placed under authority, having soldiers under me.”  

           3.  The centurion understood that Jesus had authority over all disease.  (Mark 1.22,27) 

     B.  Our faith is demonstrated by recognizing the authority of Jesus and His word. 

           1.  Jesus has been given all authority.  (Matt. 28.18) 

           2.  Jesus has the right to command and expect to be obeyed.  (Matt. 7.24-27) 

           3.  Do you recognize the authority of Jesus in your worship?  Relationships?  Behavior?   


