
BOOK OF HEBREWS:  JESUS, GOD’S MESSENGER 

HEBREWS 1:1-3 

 

INTRODUCTION:  

1.  The book of Hebrews was written by an unknown author to 

encourage Jewish Christians struggling to remain faithful. 

     a)  It is “a word of exhortation”  (Heb. 13.22)   

     b)  It is a book about Jesus.  (Heb. 8.1,2) 

2.  Hebrews chapter 1 is about guidance provided to those who are 

spiritually lost.  (Luke 19.10; Jer. 10.23) 
 

I.  THE MESSENGER IDENTIFIED 

     A.  HEBREWS 1.1:  “God, who at various times and in various  

           ways spoke in time past by the prophets.” 

           1.  God spoke directly.  (Gen. 2.8,9) 

           2.  God spoke through the Angel of the Lord.  (Acts 7.35) 

           3.  God spoke through a donkey.  (Numbers 22.28ff) 

           4.  God spoke through a small, still voice.  (1 Kings 19.12) 

     B.  HEBREWS 1.2:  “has in these last days spoken to us by His  

           Son” From New Testament times and beyond.  (Acts 2.16) 
 

II.  THE MESSENGER VERIFIED 

     A.  Jesus is the Prophet.   

           1.  The Bible defines a prophet as one who speaks on behalf  

                of God.  (Ex. 4.14-16; 7.1) 

           2.  HEBREWS 1.2:  “spoken to us by His Son.”       

           3.  Jesus Himself tells us that His words are not His own,  

                but come from the Father.  (John 12.49; 14.24)     

     B.  Jesus is Powerful. 

          1.  HEBREWS 1.3:  “who being the brightness of His glory”  

               The glory of God is visible in Jesus.  (John 1.14) 

          2.  HEBREWS 1.3: “and the express image of His person”   

               Jesus has the same nature as God.  (John 1.1; Phil. 2.6) 

          3.  HEBREWS 1.3:  “and upholding all things by the word of  

               His power”  He is the creator.  (Col. 1.16; 1 Cor. 8.6) 

     C.  Jesus is the High Priest. 

          1.  HEBREWS 1.3:  “when He had by Himself purged our  

               sins”  Who is responsible for offering sacrifices?   

          2.  How did Jesus purge our sins?  (Eph. 1.7) 
 

CONCLUSION:   Only Jesus has the credentials to speak on God’s 

behalf.  Are you listening?  (Matt. 17.5) 
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THE WASHING OF BAPTISM 
 

     The word “baptism” and its various forms appear in the New 

Testament almost one hundred times.  Of those nearly one hundred 

times, a quarter of them were used by Jesus.  Baptism is not a subject 

that is left to speculation.  The Bible is very clear that the purpose 

of baptism is to cleans us from our past sins.   

     Consider what Peter wrote in 1 Peter 3.21.  He says, “There is 

also an antitype which now saves us—baptism.”  Notice first of all 

that baptism is described as that which “now saves us.”  There is an 

unending debate in the religious world as to whether or not baptism 

saves.  In spite of all the debate, the Bible makes it clear.  Baptism 

does save us.   

   How does baptism save us?  This verse begins with the word 

“there is also an antitype.”  The saving ability of baptism is 

compared to something.  To understand how baptism saves us, we 

need to go back to the previous verse.  In 1 Peter 3.20, we are told 

that the flood waters saved Noah and his family.  Going back to 

Genesis 6, we learn that the earth was filled with violence, 

wickedness and corruption  (Gen. 6.5,6,11,12).  Just as the flood 

waters washed away all the wickedness of the world, so also does 

baptism wash away all the wickedness and sin from our lives.     

     Baptism does now save us?  Have you been cleansed by the blood 

of Jesus through the waters of baptism?         CLP 
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APPLY YOUR BIBLE 

ACTS 17:2 

 

INTRODUCTION:  

1.  EPHESIANS 3.4:  “by which, when you read, you may 

understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ” 

2.  In Acts 17, Paul preached both to those in Thessalonica and in 

Berea, but achieved very different results.  (cf. Acts 16.10) 

3.  Studying and applying the Bible can be very difficult.  Paul’s 

example might offer some insight.     
 

I.  BIBLICAL 

     A.  ACTS 17.1,2:  “reasoned with them from the scriptures”   

           1.  Reason (dialegomai):  Literally, to systematically lay out  

                your thoughts in a thorough manner. 

           2.  His preaching came out of the scriptures! 

     B.  To know and apply the Bible, you must go to the Bible. 

           1.  PSALM 1.2:  “But his delight is in the law of the Lord,  

                and in  His law he meditates day and night.” 

           2.  1 PETER 2.2:  “desire the pure milk of the word” 
 

II.  ANALYTICAL 

     A.  ACTS 17.3:  “explaining”   

           1.  Dianoigo:  Dia – “thoroughly”; Ana – “up”; Noigo –  

                “open.”  Literally, to open up thoroughly. 

           2.  Appling the Bible should not be done through the lens of  

                tradition or history. 

     B.  JAMES 3.17:  “But the wisdom that is from above is first  

           pure, then peaceable, willing to yield” 
 

III.  PRACTICAL 

     A.  ACTS 17.3:  “demonstrating that Christ had to suffer”   

           1.  Demonstrating (paratithemi):  To place along side.   

           2.  ACTS 20.20:  “how I kept back nothing that was helpful,  

                but proclaimed it to you…”  Helpful (paratithemi) 

     B.  Two cities – two different reactions. 

           1.  ACTS 17.4,5:  “But the Jews who were not persuaded,  

                becoming envious…set all the city in an uproar” 

           2.  ACTS 17.11,12:  “they received the word with all  

                readiness”  Prosthumeo:  A passion beforehand. 
 

CONCLUSION:   What will you do with your Bible?   

THE HEART OF THE PROBLEM 
 

     The heart of the problem is often the problem of the heart.  When 

we see a problem, the first instinct is to deal with the symptoms 

rather than the cause.  That is understandable because the symptoms 

are visible.  However, if you want to resolve the problem, you have 

to dig deeper and address the heart.   

     Solomon wrote in Proverbs 23.7:  “As a man thinks in his heart, 

so is he.”  The word “thinks” does not refer to whatever is on your 

mind right now.  It carries the idea of a mentality.  Through the 

course of the day, a variety of thoughts go through our minds.  

However, the word “think” in our passage does not refer to what a 

person is thinking but how a person thinks.   

     In my Hebrew dictionary, I find that the word means literally, “to 

split open.”  If you want to understand someone, you have to split 

open their heart and see the way he thinks.  The way he thinks tells 

you the kind of man he is.  Suppose there is a problem in an 

individual’s life.  If you want to resolve an issue, it begins with the 

heart and changing the way you think.   

     Consider another passage about the heart.  In Proverbs 4.24, we 

are told to “Keep your heart with all diligence, for out of it springs 

the issues of life.”  I am to guard and protect what enters into my 

heart.  If the heart is corrupted, then what comes out of the heart will 

be corrupted.  What you allow to dwell in your heart will affect the 

way you think and what you do.  Do you let anger dwell in your 

heart?  Do you allow thoughts of immorality to occupy your mind?  

Do you let ill-will dominate your thinking?  I am to guard my heart 

and not allow things to enter my heart that will affect how I think 

and change who I am. 

     How do I become the person that God desires?  I am to let the 

word of Christ dwell in me  (Col. 3.16; Phil. 4.8).  The person who 

I am is determined by the way that I think.  The way that I think is 

determined by what I allow to influence my thoughts.  If I allow 

myself to be influenced by the world then I am going to start 

thinking the way the world thinks.  When I start thinking the way 

the world thinks, I become a person of the world.  If I guard my heart 

from the influence of the world and instead allow my heart to be 

influenced by the word of God, then my thinking will be consistent 

with the way God thinks, and I become the person that God wants 

us to be.  It all originates in the heart.              CLP 


