
WEDNESDAY NIGHT BIBLE CLASS 

SEPTEMBER 30, 2020 

MATTHEW 22:15-22 

 

INTRODUCTION: 

1.  In the last week of His life, Jesus was confronted by the Sanhedrin.  (Matt. 21.23) 

     a)  Addressing these religious leaders, Jesus spoke three parables.  (Matt. 21.28-22.14) 

     b)  Indignant and angry with Jesus, the Sanhedrin responded by plotting against Jesus “to  

          deliver Him…to the governor”  (Matt. 22.15; Luke 20.19,20). 

2.  Four groups of people came to Jesus representing the Sanhedrin:  Pharisees, Herodians,  

     Sadducees, and scribes.  Jesus then addresses each one with the greatest commandment.   

3.  MATTHEW 22.16:  “And they sent to Him their disciples with the Herodians” 
 

I.  THE INDIVIDUALS 

     A.  MATTHEW 22.16:  “And they send to Him their disciples”  The Sanhedrin had sent the  

           Pharisees.  (Mark 11.27; 12.13) 

           1.  Pharisee:  From the Hebrew meaning literally, “the separated ones.” 

           2.  The Pharisees were extreme conservatives. 

                a)  They were the strictest faction of the Sanhedrin.  (Acts 22.3; 23.6; 26.5; Phil. 3.5) 

                b)  They bound as law the traditions of men.  (Mark 7.1-8) 

           3.  Because of their religious adherence to law and tradition, the Pharisees saw themselves  

                as separated and above everyone else.  (Luke 5.30; 15.1,2) 

           4.  The Pharisees had a heart problem.  (Matt. 15.8; 23.23-28) 

     B.  MATTHEW 22.16:  “with the Herodians” 

           1.  The Herodians were a political faction loyal to Herod.  (Matt. 2.1-3)  

           2.  The Herodians can be traced back to the Maccabean period. 

                a)  During the Maccabean period, the Romans came to power and conquered the Jews. 

                b)  Mattathias and his five sons who rebelled against the Romans.   

                c)  Six generations later, great granddaughter of Mattathias married Herod the Great. 

           3.  Herod the Great was a master builder who rebuilt the temple, cities, and aqueduct. 

           4.  The Herodians defined right and wrong based on the position of Herod.   
 

II.  THE INTERACTION 

     A.  The Pharisees and Herodians approach Jesus. 

           1.  Their approach (Matt. 22.6) 

                a)  MATTHEW 22.6:  “Teacher, we know that you are true and teach the way of God”  

                b)  MATTHEW 22.6:  “nor do You care about anyone, for You do not regard the person  

                     of men.” Jesus did not alter His teachings to please men.  (Matt. 15.12; 21.45,46) 

                c)  Yet Jesus perceived their true motivation.  (Luke 20.20; Matt. 22.18) 

           2.  Their question.  (Matt. 22.17) 

                a)  MATTHEW 22.17:  “Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or not?” 

                b)  This was not the first time they tried to trap Jesus with taxes.  (Matt. 17.24) 

     B.  Jesus answers their question. 

          1.  MATTHEW 22.19,20:  “Whose image and inscription is this?”                   

          2.  MATTHEW 22.21:  “Render therefore to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s” 

          3.  Despite of His answer, they still accused Him.  (Luke 23.2) 

     C.  Are we to pay taxes today?  (Rom. 13.6,7) 


