
THE PERFECT CHRISTIAN 
 

     What made Paul view himself as not yet perfect?  What was he 

lacking?  This was not a reference to unresolved sin or a lack of 

spiritual maturity.  In this context, the idea of perfection refers to 

him completing his spiritual race.  He was not perfect because he 

had not yet reached the end of his life.  It wasn’t until his death was 

near that he was able to say, “I have fought the good fight, I have 

finished the race, I have kept the faith.  Finally, there is laid up for 

me the crown of righteousness…” (2 Tim. 4.7,8).  Until that day 

came, Paul writes, “but I press on”  (Phil. 3.12).  In this sense, you 

and I will never be perfect until we come to the end of our lives, 

because there will always be more to accomplish.   

     Another passage that references to our being perfect is found in 

Ephesians 4.13.  It is there that Paul writes about our coming “to a 

perfect man.” In this context, we are reading about the work of the 

church (Eph. 4.11,12).  By every member participating in the work 

of the church, the result is our becoming perfect.  In what way are 

we being made perfect?  The verse goes on to reference “the stature 

of the fullness of Christ”  (Eph. 4.13).  As we continue to increase 

in the knowledge of God’s word and put it into practice by helping 

those in need, we are becoming more and more like Christ.  In this 

sense, being perfect is about being like Christ.  I am perfect when I 

am Christ like  (cf. 1 Cor. 11.1). 

     There are more than forty passages that refer to our being perfect, 

but for this limited space, we will give attention to one more.  In 

Colossians 1.28, Paul expresses his desire to “present every man 

perfect in Christ Jesus,”  If we back up in the context, we read about 

“the word of God”  (Col. 1.25).  We read about “the mystery”  (Col. 

1.26).  We read about Paul preaching and teaching this message  

(Col. 1.27).  The purpose of his preaching the gospel is to “present 

every man perfect in Christ Jesus”  (Col. 1.28).  To be perfect in this 

sense is for the teaching and preaching of the gospel to have taken 

full effect in the lives of those who are taught.  It was the intention 

of Paul to share the gospel with everyone, Jews and Gentiles alike.  

It was for the purpose of making everyone Christians.   

     Perfection is indeed possible.  God expects it of us.  However, it 

is not perfection in the sense of sinlessness, but in spiritual maturity.  

It is achieved by growing in knowledge and application of God’s 

word (2 Tim. 3.17).  However, the more you grow spiritually, the 

less inclined you are to sin, and the stronger you are to resist.       CLP   
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THE PERFECT CHRISTIAN 
 

     People are deeply flawed and mistake prone.  With the exception 

of Christ (Heb. 4.15), not one individual in all of human history has 

ever lived his life without sin.  As the psalmist recorded in Psalm 

14.3, “there is none who does good, no not one.”  Paul explained in 

Romans 5.12 that “death spread to all men, because all sinned.”  

Even after we obey the gospel, there is a potential and probability of 

us continuing to make mistakes  (1 John 1.8-10).  In light of these 

verses, is it possible to be a perfect Christian?   

     In the middle of the sermon on the mount, Jesus taught us how to 

treat one another and then concluded, “therefore, you shall be 

perfect, just as your Father in heave is perfect”  (Matt. 5.48).  Jesus 

instructed the rich, young ruler on how to be perfect  (Matt. 19.21).  

We are told that the word of God was given “that the man of God 

may be perfect”  (2 Tim. 3.17).  In Hebrews 12, the church is 

described as being made up of “just men made perfect”  (Heb. 

12.23).  The Bible makes it abundantly clear that Christians are not 

only able to be perfect but expected to be perfect. 

     You may not murder, steal, or commit adultery, but do you have 

a sinful thought?  Do you sometimes have flashes of envy?  Have 

you seen something that someone else had and wanted it?  Have you 

been covetous?  How do we as deeply flawed individuals who are 

prone to mistakes live as perfect Christians?                 [inside]      
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THE JOY OF FORGIVENESS 

PSALM 32 
 

INTRODUCTION:  

1.  When one is forgiven of his sins by the blood of Jesus Christ, 

he is perfect in the sight of God.  Forgiven = Perfection!   

2.  In Psalm 32, David beautifully expresses his joy over having 

received the forgiveness of his sins.   
 

I.  THE DESCRIPTION OF FORGIVENESS 

     A.  VERSE 1:  “… whose transgression is forgiven…”   

           1. Forgiven:  Literally, “to send away”; Hence, pardon. 

           2.  While I have been enslaved by sin, God released me and  

                sent me away from my spiritual bonds.  (Rom. 6.18,19) 

     B.  VERSE 1:  “…whose sin is covered.” 

           1.  Covered expresses the idea of a debt paid. (1 Pet. 1.18,19) 

           2.  Our debt paid by the blood of Christ.  (Rom. 3.24; 4.5-8)   

     C.  VERSE 2:  “…whom the Lord does not impute iniquity…” 

           1.  Impute:  To put on.  God does not put our sin on us. 

           2.  Those sins will never be held against us.  (2 Cor. 5.19) 

     D.  VERSE 2:  “…And in whose spirit there is no deceit.” 

           1.  Deceit or guile (KJV):  Anything false.  (cf. 1 Pet. 2.22) 

           2.  Can we be perfect?  (Matt. 5.48; 1 John 1.7) 
 

II.  THE CONDITIONS OF FORGIVENESS  

     A.  The conditions of forgiveness is seen in the Greek word     

           “eis.”  (1 Tim. 1.16; 2 Cor. 7.10; Rom. 10.10; Acts 2.38)     

     B.  The condition of forgiveness in Psalm 32. 

           1.  Agonize over sin.  (vs. 3,4; 2 Cor. 7.10; Luke 18.13) 

           2.  Acknowledge sin.  (vs. 5; 1 John 1.8,9) 

           3.  Address sin.  (v. 10; 2 Tim. 1.12)   
 

III.  THE CONSOLATION OF FORGIVENESS 

     A.  Confidence.  (vs. 6,7) 

           1.  David was confident in His relationship with God.   

           2.  EPHESIANS 3.12:  “…with confidence through faith…” 

     B.  Guidance.  (vs. 8,9) 

           1.  A stubborn mule does not allow himself to be guided. 

           2.  We gladly wear the yoke of Christ.  (Matt. 11.28-30)   

     C.  Rejoicing.  (vs. 10,11; Rom. 8.33,34) 
 

CONCLUSION:  You too can know the joy of forgiveness! 

THE PERFECT CHRISTIAN 
 

     To understand how to be perfect, we need to first of all define the 

Bible concept of perfection.  The Bible concept of perfection is 

never associated with sinlessness or being flawless.  The word 

“perfect” and its derivatives are translated from the Greek word 

“teleios.”  It carries the idea of maturity or completion.   

     In contrast, those who are not perfect are those who lack 

something.  They are not complete because there is something 

missing in their lives.  James refers to those who are “perfect and 

complete lacking nothing”  (James 1.4).  Both the rich, young ruler, 

and Jesus knew that he was not perfect.  The rich man asked, “what 

do I still lack?”  (Matt. 19.20).  Jesus then said, “if you want to be 

perfect…”  (Matt. 19.21).  In Mark’s account, Jesus said, “One thing 

you lack”  (Mark 10.21).         

     To understand what is being completed or what is lacking, we 

must give attention to the context.  The love of God has been fully 

realized when the gospel is accepted and obeyed  (1 John 4.17-19).  

The word of God is perfect because it provides everything that we 

need  (James 1.25; 2 Pet. 1.3).  Faith is not perfect until it is 

accompanied by works  (James 2.22).  What about the perfect 

Christian?  In what was is a Christian perfect, and what is lacking in 

a Christian who is not yet perfect? 

     Consider what was written in Hebrews 6.  It is in that passage 

that we are told to “go on to perfection, not laying again the 

foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith toward God”  

(Heb. 6.1).  In what way are we expected to “go on to perfection?”  

The verse begins with the word “therefore.”  This alerts us to 

contextual flow that begins in the previous chapter.  In Hebrews 

5.12-14, we learn of brethren who had not grown.  Instead of 

maturing, “you need someone to teach you again the first principles 

of the oracles of God”  (Heb. 5.12).  They were “unskilled” and a 

“babe” and not “of full age”  (Heb. 5.14).  In that context, the writer 

says, “let us go on to perfection.”  To become perfect in this sense 

is to develop an increasing knowledge of the Bible.         

     We might also consider Philippians 3.  In this passage, Paul 

writes, “Not that I have already attained, or am already perfected; 

but I press on, that I may lay hold of that for which Christ Jesus has 

also laid hold of me”  (Phil. 3.12).  Though perfection is expected 

by God, Paul admitted that he was not yet perfected.  There was 

something that was lacking in his life.      [back] 


