
WEDNESDAY NIGHT BIBLE CLASS 

JANUARY 22, 2020 

MATTHEW 16.1-12 

 

INTRODUCTION: 

1.  MATTHEW 15.39:  “And He sent away the multitude, got into the boat, and came to the  

      region of Magdala.”  Mark’s account references Dalmanutha.  (Mark 8.10) 

     a)  Magdala was a small village on the west coast of the Sea of Galilee.   

     b)  Dalmanutha is believed to be a small village close to Magdala. 

     c)  Jesus got into the boat.  Mark includes His disciples.  (Mark 8.10) 

2.  Matthew 16 begins with the enemies of Jesus confronting Him.  [Read Matt. 16.1-4]  

 

I.  THE EVIDENCE OF JESUS 

     A.  The request of the Pharisees and Sadducees. 

           1.  MATTHEW 16.1:  “Then the Pharisees and Sadducees came” 

                a)  They were in opposition with each other doctrinally.  (Acts 23.1,6-9) 

                b)  They were determined to prove each other wrong.  (Matt. 22.23,34; Mark 12,28) 

                c)  The enemy of my enemy is my friend.   

           2.  MATTHEW 16.1:  “and testing Him”  Continuous action.  MARK 8.11:  “dispute” 

           3.  MATTHEW 16.1:  “asked that He would show them a sign from heaven.”   

                a).  Literally, a sign out of heaven.  Show that Your power comes from heaven. 

                b)  This was not the first time that they had asked for a sign.  (Matt. 12.38-40) 

     B.  The answer of Jesus.  (cf. Mark 8.12)   

           1.  Jesus answers with an illustration.  (Matt. 16.2,3) 

           2.  Jesus answers with an accusation.  (Matt. 16.3) 

                a)  “Hypocrites!” Appears 21 times.  Half is directed toward the Pharisees. 

                b)  The religious leaders were pretending to be what they were not.  (Matt. 23.25-28) 

           3.  Jesus answers with a condemnation.  (Matt. 16.4) 

                a)  He condemns them for being wicked.  Not, kakos in reference to intrinsic value, but  

                     poneros in reference to influence and effect.     

                b)  He condemns them for being adulterous.  Unfaithful to God.  (cf. James 4.4) 

           4.  Jesus answer with an anticipation. (Math. 16.4; cf. Matt. 12.40)   

 

II.  THE APPLICATION 

     A.  The definition of a sign. 

           1.  MATTHEW 16.4:  “You know how to discern the face of the sky, but you cannot discern  

                the signs of the times.” Signs were indications.  (John 3.2; Acts 2.12) 

           2.  Signs were usually accompanied with miracles and wonders.  (Acts 2.22) 

           3.  What indications were the Pharisees and Sadducees expecting?  (John 9.16,28-33) 

     B.  The purpose of a sign.  

           1.  The purpose of these signs were to produce faith.  (John 20.30,31) 

           2.  Those who refuse to believe will not believe even in light of evidence.   

                a)  LUKE 16.17-31:  “neither will they be persuaded through one rise from the dead.”   

                b)  MATTHEW 12.22-24:  The Pharisees attributed His power to Satan. 

                c)  MATTHEW 13.14,15:  They could see the signs, but they closed their eyes. 

 


