
WEDNESDAY NIGHT BIBLE CLASS 

SEPTEMBER 2, 2020 

MATTHEW 21:28-32 

 

INTRODUCTION: 

1.  In the week prior to Jesus crucifixion, we find Him in Jerusalem and causes much upheaval. 

     a)  Jesus rides into town on a donkey with much fanfare.  (Matt. 21.9) 

     b)  Jesus disrupts commerce in the temple.  (Matt. 21.12) 

2.  Indicting the religious leaders, Jesus teaches three parables.  [Read Matthew 21.28-32] 

 

I.  THE SETTING OF THE PARABLE 

     A.  MATTHEW 21.23:  “Now when He came into the temple, the chief priests and the elders  

           of the people confronted Him as He was teaching” 

           1.  MATTHEW 21.23:  Confronted  (ephistemi):  Epi – “over”; Histemi – “to stand.”  They  

                stood over Him to assert their authority and dominance.   

           2.  MATTHEW 21.23:  “By what authority…”  Sanhedrin had civil and religious authority. 

     B.  MATTHEW 21.24,25:  “The baptism of John, where was it from?”   

           1.  Option One:  The baptism of John came from God.  (Matt. 21.25; cf. John 1.29)   

           2.  Option Two:  The baptism of John came from man.  (Matt. 21.26)   

     C.  This is a parable taught in a context of the Sanhedrin angry and envious of Jesus, who then  

           confronted Him and challenged His authority.  (Matt. 21.15; 27.18) 

 

II.  THE STORY OF THE PARABLE 

     A.  There is the father.   

           1. MATTHEW 21.28:  “Son, go, work today in my vineyard.”  (“Go, work”  Imperative)   

           2.  Working in the vineyard was laborious and exhausting work.  (Matt. 20.1,12) 

           3.  Vines needed to be pruned, cultivated, and harvested.  (John 15.1,2) 

     B.  There is the first son. 

           1.  MATTHEW 21.29:  “‘I will not’  but afterward he regretted it and went.”        

           2.  Regretted (metamellomai):  Remorse which may lead to a change.  (Mat. 27.3)   

     C.  There is the second son. 

           1.  MATTHEW 21.30:  “And he answered and said, ‘I go, sir,’ but he did not go.” 

           2.  He expressed a willingness to obey, but he did not follow through.  

 

III.  THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE PARABLE 

     A.  This is a parable about doing the will of the Father.   

           1.  MATTHEW 21.31:  “Which of the two did the will of his father?”  

                a)  There are some who claim to follow God, but are not obedient to Him. 

                b)  There are some who refuse to do the will of God, but later submit to Him. 

           2.  MATTHEW 21.32:  “For John came to you in the way of righteousness, and you did  

                not believe him”  (Matt. 23.1-3; John 7.29,30; 8.41,42)  

           3.  MATTHEW 21.32:  “but tax collectors and harlots believed him” 

     B.  Who are those who do the will of God? 

           1.  EPHESIANS 6.6:  “not with eyeservice, as men-pleasers, but as bondservants of Christ,  

                doing the will of God from the heart.” 

           2.  1 THESSALONIANS 4.3:  “For this is the will of God, your sanctification” 


