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INTRODUCTION: 

1.  The Pharisees committed the unforgiveable sin of blasphemy against the Holy Spirit. 

     a)  MATTHEW 12.24:  “This fellow does not cast out demons except by Beelzebub” 

     b)  MATTHEW 12.32:  “whoever speaks against the Holy Spirit” 

     c)  MATTHEW 12.32:  “it will not be forgiven him, either in this age or in the age to come.” 

2.  Why was the blasphemy against the Holy Spirit unforgiveable?  It is a heart problem! 

     a)  The heart is the core of our being.  (Prov. 23.7; 4.23) 

     b)  Everything you say and do is a manifestation of your heart.  (Matt. 13.19; 15.8,18,19) 

3.  Specifically, Jesus addresses our speech as a product of our heart.  [Read Matt. 12.33-37] 
 

I.  THE CONDITON OF THE HEART IS A CHOICE 

     A.  MATTHEW 12.33:  “Either make the tree good and its fruit good, or else make the tree  

           bad and its fruit bad; for a tree is known by its fruit.”  

           1.  Make (poieo):  “do, make.”  Imperative.  It is essential.   

           2.  Good (kalos):  Literally, “beautiful.”  Describes something that is inherently good. 

           3.  Bad (sapros):  Literally, “worthless, bad, corrupt.”   

           4.  It is imperative that you make a choice to either being someone who is worthy or  

                someone who is worthless.  (cf. 1 Kings 18.21; Josh. 24.15) 

     B.  I have the choice of either making myself good or making myself bad. 

           1.  Who I am is the product of the choices I make. 

                a)  The company I choose to keep.  (1 Cor. 15.33) 

                b)  The way that I choose to spend my time.  (Eph. 5.16) 

                c)  The influence that I allow to guide me.  (Rom. 8.5) 

           2.  Who I am is never beyond my ability to choose. 

                a)  It is not because of the way I was raised.  (Ezek. 18.14,19,20) 

                b)  It is not because of my genetics.  Is a person born homosexual?  (1 Cor. 6.11) 

                c)  It is not because of my environment.  (Prov. 22.24,25) 
 

II.  BEHAVIOR IS THE OUTCOME OF THE CONDITION OF YOUR HEART 

     A.  MATTHEW 12.34:  “Brood of vipers! How can you, being evil, speak good things?” 

           1.  Evil (poneros):  “hurtful.”  This is who they were. 

           2.  Good (agathos):  “beneficial.”  They could not say things that were beneficial.   

           3.  It is impossible to have a heart that is evil and then speak good things.  (Matt. 7.18,19) 

           4.  MATTHEW 12.34:  “For out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks.”   

                a)  Contextually, the Pharisees spoke evil in blaspheming the Holy Spirit. 

                b)  The Pharisees saw themselves as righteous, but were hypocritical.  (Matt. 23) 

           5.  MATTHEW 12.33,34:  Stop being hypocritical.  Choose one side or another.  You  

                cannot have an evil heart and claim to speak good things.  (cf. James 3.9-12)   

     B.  What I say will be a product of what is in my heart. 

           1.  MATTHEW 12.35:  “A good man out of the good treasure of his heart brings forth  

                good things”  A heart that seeks to benefit speaks beneficial words.  (1 Thess. 4.18) 

           2.  MATTHEW 12.35:  “and an evil man out of the evil treasure brings forth evil things.”   

                 A heart that seeks to do harm speaks harmful words.  (3 John 10) 


