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MATTHEW 21.12-17 

 

INTRODUCTION:   

1.  Jesus entered the temple in Jerusalem. 

     a)  The manner in which Jesus entered caught the attention of the whole city.  (Matt. 21.10) 

     b)  Moved (seio):  Literally, to rock back and forth, vibrate.   

     c)  MATTHEW 21.11:  “This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth of Galilee.”   

     d)  Is Jesus a prophet?  (Matt. 14.5; 16.14; Mark 6.14,15; Deut. 18.18,19; Acts 3.22,23,26)  

2.  What Jesus did in the temple was witnessed by many and caused the religious leaders to  

     become indignant.  [Read Matthew 21.12-17] 

 

I.  OUTRAGE 

     A.  MATTHEW 21.12:  “Then Jesus went into the temple of God” 

           1.  In the temple, business were set up to facilitate the Jew’s religious responsibilities.   

                 a)  The temple tax was to be paid with Jewish currency.  (Ex. 30.13) 

                 b)  Officials would inspect the sacrifices to be offered  (Lev. 5.5-7).   

                 c)  Individuals made a business out of selling animals for sacrifices.   

           2.  This was the second time that Jesus drove out the money changers.  (John 2.13-17) 

     B.  MATTHEW 21.13:  “And He said to them, “It is written, ‘My house shall be called a house  

           of prayer,’ but you have made it a ‘den of thieves.’”   (cf. Isa. 56.7) 

           1.  ISAIAH 56.7:  “My house shall be called a house of prayer for all nations.” 

                a)  This was God’s house.  (cf. John 2.16) 

                b)  It was a place of acceptance to all “who join themselves to the Lord”  (Isa. 56.6) 

                c)  The name of God would be recognized worldwide.  (1 Kings 8.41-43)   

           2.  The place of devotion, worship, and reputation was turned into a place of commerce. 

      

II.  OUTCRY 

     A.  The reaction of the people. 

           1.  The people trusted in Jesus.  (Matt. 12.14; 9.2,20-22)  

           2.  The people praised Jesus.  MATTHEW 12.15:  “Hosanna” 

           3.  The people confessed Jesus.  MATTHEW 12.15:  “Son of David.”   

           4.  The people we captivated by Jesus.  (Luke 19.48) 

                a)  “Very attentive”  (ekkremannymi):  Ek – “out”;  Kremannumi – “hang” 

                b)  Do you hang on every word of Jesus?  (cf. 1 Pet. 2.2)  

           5.  The people were astonished by Jesus.  (Mark 12.18; “Astonished:”  Lit., to strike out.) 

     B.  The reaction of the religious leaders. 

           1.  MATTHEW 12.15:  “they were indignant”  Aganakteo.  Literally, very angry. 

                a)  Aganakteo.  Agan – “much”; Achtos – “angry” 

                b)  There are some who become angry at the teachings of Jesus.  (cf. Mark 16.16) 

           2.  MATTHEW 12.16:  “Do You hear what these are saying?”  Astonished.  The evidence  

                 of God is manifested in children and nursing infants.  (Ps. 8.2) 

           3.  MARK 11.18:  “sought how they might destroy Him.”   


