
ARE YOU HUNGRY? 
 

     How is your appetite?  Do you have a craving?  Are you looking 

to be satiated?  Are you hungry?  Not a craving for food nor a thirst 

for water, but are you hungry and thirsty for righteousness? 

     Righteousness is defined in the Bible in two distinct ways.  First, 

righteousness is defined by our relationship with God.  If you 

righteous, then you are in good favor with God.  It is this sense that 

we read about in Romans 1.17.  In this passage, Paul writes that in 

the gospel, “the righteousness of God is revealed.”  This is not a 

reference to God being righteous.  It is a reference to what God did 

to make us righteous.  In this thesis statement for the book of 

Romans, the first eleven chapters lay out what God did and what we 

need to do in order to be right with God. 

     The second way that righteousness is used in the Bible is in the 

sense of doing right.  If you are righteous in this sense, then you are 

always striving to do the right thing.  We can find this concept in 2 

Timothy 3.16.  In reference to the word of God, we are told that it 

“is profitable for…instruction in righteousness.”  The word of God 

teaches us the right thing to do.  In Hebrews 5.13, the scriptures are 

called “the word of righteousness.”  In the verse next verse we learn 

that if we study and apply the scriptures, we will be able to “discern 

both good and evil”  (Heb. 5.14).  I can know how to make good 

decisions because the Bible instructs me in what is right.   

     With those thoughts in mind, we ask again.  Are you hungry and 

thirsty for righteousness?  Do you have a craving for wanting to be 

right with God?  Are you hungry to God’s good favor?  Are you 

eagerly seeking to know “what good thing must I do to inherit 

eternal life”  (Mark 10.17)?  If you are already right with God 

because you have obeyed the gospel, are you seeking to remain 

faithful?  Are you hungry? 

     Do you have a craving for always doing what is right?  Do you 

wrestle with temptation choosing instead to “resist the devil” so that 

“he will flee from you.”  (James 4.7)?  Or do temptations win you 

over without a fight?   Do you desire to have the favor of your friends 

and thus gladly “run in the same flood of dissipation” with them  (1 

Pet. 4.4)?  Are you hungry? 

     Jesus promises that if you are hungry and thirsty for having 

God’s favor and doing what is right, you “shall be filled”  (Matt. 

5.6).  Being right and doing right is available to all, but you have to 

first be hungry for it.               CLP 
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LOOKING FOR A BOOK 
 

     I am looking for a book.  It is a book that tells me about the 

creation of all things.  If I go to the bookstore and search for such a 

book, I’m sure that I will find shelves full of them.  There will be 

books containing the theory of evolution.  There will be books with 

a lot of scientific theories promoting theistic evolution.   

     I am not looking for a book of theory.  I am not interested in the 

wide variety of opinions and speculations about how this universe 

came into existence.  I am looking for a book that contains the facts 

about creation.  That book needs to have been written by Someone 

who was there  (Gen. 1.1).  The Author of this book needs to have 

been a witness to the creation  (Gen. 1.31).  If the Author was 

involved in the creation, that would certainly add credibility to the 

book (Rom. 1.20).     

     I am looking for a book about history.  I want to know how 

mankind evolved over the centuries.  I want to know how we came 

to have different languages (Gen. 11), different cultures, and 

different religions.  If I went to the library, I am sure I could find an 

isle that of bookshelves that contained such books.  However, I am 

not interested in theories and speculations.  It cannot be a book that 

contains bias or revisionism.  The book that I want to find needs to 

be a book of facts.  It needs to be a book written by someone who 

was there and can tell the story of humanity firsthand.               [inside] 
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WILL HE ANSWER, “COME”? 

MATTHEW 25:31-46 

 

INTRODUCTION:   

1.  The Judgment will come with fireworks.   

2.  What will Jesus say to you on that day?  (Matt. 25.31-46) 
 

I.  “COME” 

     A.  MATTHEW 25.34:  “Come…”  Grammatically, an  

           interjection.  Jesus gets their attention. 

     B.  MATTHEW 11.28:  “Come to Me, all you who labor and are  

           heavy laden, and I will give you rest” 
 

II.  “YOU BLESSED OF MY FATHER” 

     A.  MATTHEW 25.34:  “Come, you blessed of My Father”   

           1.  Blessed (eulogeo): Eu:  “good”; logeo:  “to speak”.   

                Hence, to speak well of someone. 

           2.  It is God who is speaking well of you.  (John 5.30) 

     B.  ACTS 17.31:  “…He has appointed a day on which He will  

           judge the world in righteousness by the Man…”  
 

III.  “INHERIT THE KINGDOM” 

     A.  MATTHEW 25.34:  “inherit the kingdom…”   

     B.  The kingdom of heaven is not given to those who earn it,  

           but inherited as a gift.     

          1.  We are joint heirs with Christ.  (Rom. 8.17) 

          2.  Heaven is an inheritance.  (1 Pet. 1.3,4) 
 

IV.  “PREPARED FOR YOU” 

     A.  MATTHEW 25.34:  “…prepared for you…”  Not a work in  

              progress, but a finished product.    

     B.  Jesus went to prepare a place for us.  (John 14.1-4) 
 

V.  “FROM THE FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD” 

     A.  MATTHEW 25.34:  “…from the foundation of the world” 

           1.  Foundation  (katabole):  kata:  “down”; ballo:  “to  

                throw”.  Hence, to throw down. 

           2.  World (kosmos):  From which we get the word,             

                “cosmos.”  The universe. 

     B.  EPHESIANS 1.4:  “Just as He chose us in Him before the  

           foundation of the world…”    
   

CONCLUSION:   What will Jesus say to you? 

LOOKING FOR A BOOK 
 

     I am looking for a book about human behavior.  I want to 

understand why humanity does the things that they do.  What causes 

us to do things that hurt us?  Why do we put so much effort into 

resisting work when we can put that same effort into being 

productive?  Why are we so interested in pleasing others?  Why do 

we crave acceptance and fear rejection so strongly that we shape our 

behaviors and beliefs to fit in?  Why do we sacrifice our future 

happiness to enjoy the temporary happiness that we can have now?   

     If I were to peruse the bookstore, I would no doubt find volume 

after volume of books explaining human behavior.  There will be 

books on psychology.  There will be self-help books teaching us 

how to overcome our fears and motivate us to live a better life.  

However, the book I am looking for does not contain a lot of theories 

about how the mind works.  I am looking for a book that was written 

by Someone who understands human behavior (Ps. 139.1-4).  It 

needs to be a book written by Someone who knows humanity 

because He designed humanity  (Gen. 1.26; Ps. 139.13-16).   

     I am looking for a book that will teach me morality.  There are 

books that tell me that what is right is dependent on the situation.  

There are books that tell me that morality is determined by the 

current political climate or cultural setting.  For the book to be 

credible, it needs to be written by Someone who has the wisdom to 

define morality (Heb. 5.16), the authority to legislate morality (Matt. 

28.18), and the power to enforce it (Rom. 2.5-11).   

     Do you suppose such a book exists?  Is there a single book which 

can tell me about the origin of the universe, the history of humanity, 

and the psychology of human behavior?  Is there a single book that 

explains the difference between right and wrong and shows the 

consequences of each?  Is there a book that will be my atlas guiding 

me in the direction I need to go?  Is there a book that will show me 

the secret to achieving my goals, how to obtain true happiness, 

peace, and everlasting life?   

     Do you suppose that if such a book existed, it would be in high 

demand?  Do you suppose that we would have a desire to read it 

every day  (1 Pet. 2.2)?  I would imagine that if there was a single 

book that showed me everything that I needed to know (2 Pet. 1.3) 

to live be successful in life, I would spend my days reading it, 

studying it, and thinking about it  (Ps. 1.2,3).  What a blessing it 

would be, what a treasure if only we had such a book.   


