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MATTHEW 22:23-33 

 

INTRODUCTION 

1.  After creating a stir in Jerusalem, Jesus is confronted by a series of four groups. 

     a)  Their intention was to get Jesus arrested by using His words against Him.  (Luke 20.19,20) 

     b)  The Pharisees and Herodians questioned Jesus about taxes.  (Matt. 22.15-22) 

     c)  LUKE 20.26:  “But they could not catch Him in His words in the presence of the people.  

          And they marveled at His answer and kept silent.”  

2.  MATTHEW 22.23:  “The same day the Sadducees…”  [Read Matt. 22.23-33] 

 

I.  WHO ARE THE SADDUCEES? 

     A.  MATTHEW 22.23:  “The same day the Sadducees” 

           1.  There is not much information historically about the Sadducees. 

                a)  Some suggest that they originated from a priest during the days of David. 

                b)  Historically, most of what we know comes from Josephus, a Pharisee. 

           2.  Biblically, most of what we know comes from the last week of Jesus’ life. 

                a)  Their headquarters were in Jerusalem.   

                b)  Where did Jesus spend much of His three-year ministry?  (Matt. 4.23) 

     B.  MATTHEW 22.23:  “who say there is no resurrection” 

           1.  The Sadducees gave all their attention to the physical realm:  Money and Pleasure. 

           2.  The Sadducees were the philosophical counterpart to the Pharisees.  (Acts 23.6-8) 

                a)  ACTS 23.8:  The Sadducees did not believe in the resurrection.  (Matt. 27.53) 

                b)  ACTS 23.8:  The Sadducees did not believe in the existence of angels.  (Eph. 6.12) 

                c)  ACTS 23.8:  The Sadducees did not believe in the existence of a soul.  (2 Cor. 4.16)        

           3.  The Sadducees did not believe in the spiritual, and this dictated their approach to life.     

 

II.  THE CONFRONTATION 

     A.  The Sadducees confront Jesus on the issue of the resurrection. 

           1.  MATTHEW 22.24:  “Teacher, Moses said that if a man dies, having no children, his  

                brother shall marry his wife and raise up offspring for his brother.”  (Deut. 25.5-10) 

           2.  MATTHEW 22.25-28:  “In the resurrection, whose wife of the seven will she be?”    

     B.  MATTHEW 22.29:  “You are mistaken, not knowing the Scriptures nor the power of God.” 

           1.  First, Jesus addresses the concept of marriage. 

                a)  MATTHEW 22.30:  There is no marriage in heaven.  (cf. Luke 20.35) 

                b)  MATTHEW 22.30:  We will be like the angels.  (cf. Luke 20.36)   

           2.  Second, Jesus addresses the concept of the resurrection. 

                a)  MATTHEW 22.31:  “But concerning the resurrection of the dead.”  (Acts 4.1,2)    

                b)  MATTHEW 23.31:  “Have you not read what was spoken to you by God.”  To know  

                     the truth, we must read the Bible as from God.  (2 Tim. 3.16,17; 1 Thess. 2.13) 

                c)  MATTHEW 22.32:  “I am the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of  

                     Jacob’? God is not the God of the dead, but of the living.”  (cf. Luke 20.37) 

           3.  MATTHEW 22.33:  “And when the multitudes heard this, they were astonished at His  

                teaching.”  It wasn’t the Sadducees, but the multitudes who were astonished. 


