
WEDNESDAY NIGHT BIBLE CLASS 

OCTOBER 21, 2020 

MATTHEW 22.34-40 
 

INTRODUCTION: 

1.  Four groups representing the Sanhedrin approached Jesus.  (Luke 20.20).   

     a)  The Pharisees whose “heart is far from Me”  (Matt. 15.8), were told to love God “with all 

your heart”  (Matt. 22.37).  Righteousness was more than rigorous law-keeping. 

     b)  The Herodians who were loyal to Herod were told to love God “with all your soul”  

(Matt. 22.37).  There was no room for God and Herod on the throne of their lives.   

     c)  The scribes who were the intellectuals were told to love God “with all your mind”  (Matt. 

22.37).  Serving God is more than just an intellectual exercise.       

     d)  The Sadducees who concerned themselves with prosperity, pleasure, and position were 

told to love God “with all your strength”  (Mark 12.30). 

2.  We are to love God with all our strength. 
 

I.  LOVING GOD WITH ALL YOUR STRENGTH 

     A.  The Sadducees were the aristocrats, the upper crust of society.   

           1.  MATTHEW 22.23:  “The same day the Sadducees, who say there is no resurrection,  

                came to Him and asked Him.” 

                a)  Asked (eperotao):  Epi – “over”; Erotao – “interrogate.”   

                b)  MATTHEW 22.28:  “Therefore, in the resurrection, whose wife of the seven will she  

                      be? For they all had her.”   

           2.  To those who prided themselves in their pleasures, prosperity, and position, Jesus says  

                to love God “with all your strength.” 

                a)  Strength (ischus):  Literally, your abilities.   (cf. Eph. 6.10) 

                b)  They were to use their abilities to love God.  (1 Tim. 6.17-19) 

     B.  Is this also a message for us?  (Rom. 12.1-16) 

           1.  ROMANS 12.6-8:  “Having then gifts differing…let us use them”  

           2.  Use these gifts without an attitude of pride.   

                a)  ROMANS 12.1:  “present your bodies a living sacrifice.”  Demands humility. 

                b)  ROMANS 12.2:  “be transformed by the renewing of your mind.”   

                c)  ROMANS 12.16:  “Do not set your mind on high things.”  

           3.  Use them with an attitude of passion. 

                a)  ROMANS 12.11:  “not lagging in diligence.”  Diligence (spoude):  “eagerness” 

                b)  ROMANS 12.11:  “fervent in spirit”  Fervent (zeo):  “To boil, be on fire.” (zeal)   
 

II.  LOVING YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF 

     A.  How did the Sanhedrin feel about their fellow man?  

           1.  LUKE 6.6-11:  “the scribes and the Pharisees watched Him closely”  

           2.  LUKE 15.1,2:  “The Pharisees and scribes complained” 

           3.  LUKE 18.9:  “Also He spoke this parable to some who…despised others.” 

     B.  To love God is to love your neighbor.   

           1.  Loving another supplies.  (1 John 3.17) 

           2.  Loving another is salvation.  (1 John 4.7,8) 

           3.  To love another is sacrificial (1 John 4.9) 

           4.  To love another is sustainable.  (1 John 4.10) 

           5.  To love another is selfish.  (1 John 4.11) 


