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INTRODUCTION: 

1.  Jesus addresses “an evil and adulterous generation.”   

     a)  They were unresponsive to the signs that Jesus performed.  (Matt. 12.39) 

     b)  They were unrepentant of their past sins.  (Matt. 12.41) 

     c)  They were unreceptive to the good news message of Christ.  (Matt. 12.42) 

2.  Jesus likens this evil and adulterous generation to a man with an unclean spirit. 

     a)  In Luke’s account, Jesus tells a parable of the strong man.  (Luke 11.21,22) 

     b)  Jesus then tells a parable of the unclean spirit.  (Luke 11.24-26) 

     c)  Right in the middle is a statement about straddling the fence.  (Luke 11.23) 

     d)  If this generation does not replace the devil in their lives with Christ, then their spiritual  

           condition is going to be worse.  (2 Pet. 1.4-9; 2.20-22; 3.17,18) 

3.  Jesus discusses the importance of spiritual family.  (Matt. 12.46-50) 
 

I.  ANALYSIS OF THE TEXT 

     A.  MATTHEW 12.46:  “While He was still talking to the multitudes…” 

           1.  MATTHEW 12.46:  His family wanted to speak with Him.   

                a)  Mark tells us that they send someone to get His attention.  (Mark 3.31) 

                b)  Why?  The crowd was “sitting around Him.”  (Mark 3.32) 

                c)  LUKE 8.19:  “could not approach Him because of the crowd.”  

           2.  MATTHEW 12.47:  “Then one said to Him, “Look, Your mother and Your brothers are  

                standing outside, seeking to speak with You.”  One from the crowd said.  (Mark 3.32)             

                a)  Who was the biological family of Jesus?  (Matt. 13.55,56; Gal. 1.19) 

                b)  It is notable that Joseph was not mentioned.  Some suggest he passed away.                    

                c)  Why did they want to speak to Jesus?  The text does not say. 

     B.  MATTHEW 12.48:  “But He answered and said to the one who told Him, “Who is My  

           mother and who are My brothers?” Who is part of His true family? 

           1.  MATTHEW 12.49:  “And He stretched out His hand toward His disciples and said,                     

                    “Here are My mother and My brothers!” Who are disciples? (Matt. 10.25; Luke 9.23).   

                 a)  They sat at His feet and learned from Him.  (Matt. 5.1; 13.36) 

                 b)  They suffered with Him.  (Matt. 10.25) 

                 c)  He shared His most intimate moments with them.  (Matt. 15.21; 26.36) 

           2.  MATTHEW 12.50:  “For whoever does the will of My Father in heaven is My brother  

                and sister and mother.”   

                a)  Did the brothers and sisters of Jesus believe in Him?  (John 7.5; Luke 1.30-33) 

                b)  Jesus was not disavowing His biological family, but emphasizing the importance of  

                     His spiritual family.  
 

II.  APPLICATION OF THE TEXT 

     A.  Family is important.   

           1.  We have a responsibility to care for and provide for our family.  (1 Tim. 5.3-8) 

           2.  It is from family that we learn our values.  (2 Tim. 1.5; 3.14,15) 

           3.  We are commanded to love and respect our family.  (Eph. 5.28,29; 6.1-4) 

      B.  Doing the will of God is more important.  (Matt. 10.34-37) 



 

 

        

    

 


