
WEDNESDAY NIGHT BIBLE CLASS 

MAY 27, 2020 

MATTHEW 18:18-35 

 

INTRODUCTION:   

1.  In a context of conflict resolution, Jesus gives authority to His disciples. 

     a)  MATTHEW 18.18:  Authority which is consistent with the will of God.  (cf. Matt. 16.19) 

     b)  MATTHEW 18.19:  Whatever they decide in reference to the brother caught up in sin, Jesus  

          is in support of their decision.   

     c)  MATTHEW 18.20:  The two or three gathered to bearing witness to sin.  (v. 16) 

2.  MATTHEW 18.21:  “Then Peter came to Him and said, ‘Lord, how often shall my brother sin  

     against me, and I forgive him? Up to seven times?’” 

     a)  Seven times was a generous number.  (Amos 1.3,6,9,11,13; 2.1,4,6)      

     b)  MATTHEW 18.22:  “Jesus said to him, ‘I do not say to you, up to seven times, but up to  

          seventy times seven.’”  This was within a day.  (Luke 17.4) 
 

I.  THE PARABLE OF THE UNFORGIVING SERVANT 

     A.  The servant is pardoned.  (Matt. 18.23-27) 

           1.  MATTHEW 18.23,24:  Ten thousand talents.  An unknown amount (1 Chr. 22.14; 29.4). 

           2.  MATTHEW 18.25:  The Law of Moses allowed for a family to be sold.  (Lev. 25.39ff) 

           3.  MATTHEW 18.26:  “Master, have patience with me, and I will pay you all.”   

           4.  MATTHEW 18.27:  “Then the master of that servant was moved with compassion” 

           5.  MATTHEW 18.27:  “released him, and forgave him the debt.” 

     B.  The servant Pleas.  (Matt. 18.28-30) 

           1.  MATTHEW 18.28:  “But that servant went out and found one of his fellow servants  

                who owed him a hundred denarii”  About three months of wages.  (Matt. 20.2) 

           2.  MATTHEW 18.28:  “and he laid hands on him and took him by the throat, saying, ‘Pay  

                me what you owe!’”  The one who was forgiven would not forgive. 

           3.  MATTHEW 18.29,30:  “Have patience with me, and I will pay you all.” But he refused. 

     C.  The Servant’s Punishment.  (Matt. 18.31-34) 

           1.  MATTHEW 18.31:  A fellow servant overheard and told the king. 

           2.  MATTHEW 18.32:  “I forgave you all that debt because you begged me.” 

           3.  MATTHEW 18.33:  “Should you not also have had compassion on your fellow servant,  

                just as I had pity on you?”  Both asked for patience.  Both were not shown compassion. 

           4.  MATTHEW 18.34:  “And his master was angry, and delivered him to the torturers until  

                he should pay all that was due to him.”   His debt was reinstated.   
 

II.  THE PURPOSE OF THE UNFORGIVING SERVANT 

     A.  MATTHEW 18.35:  “So My heavenly Father also will do to you if each of you, from his  

              heart, does not forgive his brother his trespasses.” 

           1.  Forgive (apheimi):  Literally, to send away.  To release from bondage.  (Matt. 18.27) 

           2.  To forgive is to release someone from the bondage of guilt and treat them as if they  

                had never sinned against you.  (Heb. 10.2,17)   

     B.  How can we be more forgiving? 

           1.  We are to be patient.  Makrothumeo:  Slow to anger.  (Matt. 18.26,29; 1 Cor. 13.4). 

           2.  We are to be compassionate.  Splagchnizomai:  Literally, spleen.  To feel sympathy. 

           3.  We are to show pity.  Eleeie:  Mercy.  (Luke 6.36; cf. Matt. 7.12)   


