
THE FACE OF GRACE 

EPHESIANS 2:4-8 

 

INTRODUCTION:  

1.  How are we able to recognize others who have become 

Christians?  Grace is our recognition software.  (Acts 11.23) 

2.  When you look into the face of grace, there are specific features 

that can be identified.  [Read Ephesians 2.4-8]   
 

I.  THE DEFINITION OF GRACE 

     A.  Grace is feeling with someone. 

           1.  EPHESIANS 2.4:  “But God, who is rich in mercy” 

           2.  Mercy (eleos):  The concept of mercy is to have pity. 

           3.  LUKE 6.36:  “Therefore be merciful, just as your Father  

                also is merciful.” 

     B.  Grace is feeling for someone. 

           1.  EPHESIANS 2.4:  “because of His great love” 

           2.  Love (agape):  Always wanting what is best. 

           3.  MATTHEW 5.44:  “Love your enemies” 

     C.  Grace is feeling toward someone. 

           1.  EPHESIANS 2.7:  “He might show the exceeding riches of  

                His grace in His kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.” 

           2.  Kindness (chrestotes):  Treating other with gentleness. 

           3.  ROMANS 11.22:  “Therefore consider the goodness and  

                severity of God.”  (cf. Rom. 2.4) 
 

II.  DEMONSTRATION OF GRACE 

     A.  Jesus is the greatest example of grace demonstrated. 

          1.  JOHN 1.1-3:  The Word was with God and was God.    

          2.  JOHN 1.14:  The Word became flesh in the person of  

               Jesus “full of grace and truth.”  (with vs. 15-17) 

     B.  Four examples of Jesus demonstrating grace. 

          1.  MATTHEW 8.1-3:  Jesus demonstrated grace to a man  

               who was in an advanced stage of leprosy.   

          2.  MARK 8.22-25:  Jesus demonstrated grace to a blind man.   

          3.  LUKE 8.26-30,35:  Jesus demonstrated grace to a man  

               who was demon possessed.   

          4.  JOHN 8.7,10,11:  Jesus demonstrated grace to a woman  

               caught up in adultery.   
 

CONCLUSION:   We are to grow in grace.  (2 Pet. 3.18) 
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PROGRESS BY MOVING BACKWARDS 
 

     C. S. Lewis once wrote, “We all want progress, but if you’re on the 

wrong road, progress means doing an about-turn and walking back to 

the right road.”  C. S. Lewis makes a valid point.  If we want to go 

forward, sometimes we have to go back. 

     If we are not making progress we need to do as God commanded 

through Jeremiah:  “Ask for the old paths where the good way is, and 

walk in it”  (Jer. 6.16).  Sometimes we ought to follow the example of 

Isaac who “dug again the wells of water which they had dug in the day 

of Abraham his father”  (Gen. 26.18). 

     How do move forward by moving backwards?  Too often we get 

away from the power and wisdom of the word of God.  We forget about 

its ability to guide us and lead us in the direction we ought to go.  

Therefore we need to go back to the Bible.  Remember the words of the 

apostle Peter who said, “if any man speaks, let him speak as the oracles 

of God”  (1 Pet. 4.11). 

     Furthermore, we move forward by remembering and going back to 

do the first works.  When we find our enthusiasm waning and our love 

growing cold, we can progress out of that by remembering where we 

have fallen, “repent, and do the first works”  (Rev. 2.5).            

     Moving forward is only progress when we are moving in the right 

direction, walking in the light of the Lord  (1 John 1.7).  Are you 

moving forward?                    CLP 
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THE EFFECTIVE WORD OF GOD 

2 TIMOTHY 3:14,15 

 

INTRODUCTION:  

1.  2 Timothy is the second of three epistles known as the “pastoral 

epistles” and that because they were written to preachers. 

2.  In a book written to Timothy about preaching the word, 2 

Timothy 3 directs his attention to the effectiveness of the word. 

3.  How powerful and effective is the word of God?  It is the power 

of God to save!  [Read 2 Timothy 3.14,15]  
 

I.  EDUCATION 

     A.  2 TIMOTHY 3.14:  “But you must continue”  (cf. vs. 1-13) 

           1.  What things did he learn?  (2 Tim. 3.14) 

           2.  Where did he learn them?  (2 Tim. 1.13) 

           3.  When did he learn them?  (2 Tim. 3.15; Acts 16.1,2) 

     B.  What kind of education are you providing for your children? 

           1.  EPHESIANS 6.4:  “training and admonition of the Lord.” 

           2.  What is important to you?  Your children are watching. 
 

II.  INSPIRATION 

     A.  2 TIMOTHY 3.15:  “you have known the Holy Scriptures” 

           1.  Scriptures (gramma):  Literally, “writings.” 

           2.  Holy (hieros):  Literally, “sacred.”  Originated with God. 

           3.  Specifically, the Old Testament. (2 Tim. 3.16; 2 Pet. 3.16) 

     B.  When you read your Bible, you are reading God’s book. 

           1.  It did not come from man’s opinion.  (2 Pet. 1.20,21) 

           2.  God is telling us what He thinks.  (Matt. 4.4) 
 

III.  SALVATION 

     A.  The means of salvation. 

           1.  2 TIMOTHY 3.15:  “the Holy Scriptures, which are able  

                to make you wise for salvation”  

           2.  The rich man and Lazarus.  (Luke 16.27-29; Rom.1.16). 

     B.  The method of salvation. 

           1.  2 TIMOTHY 3.15:  “through faith”  (cf. Acts 10.43) 

           2.  What kind of faith?  (Rom. 5.1; 4.12) 

     C.  The Man of salvation. 

           1.  2 TIMOTHY 3.15:  “in Christ Jesus” 

           2.  There is salvation in no other.  (Acts 4.12; John 14.6) 
 

CONCLUSION:  Are you saved?  The Bible is the answer. 
 

WHAT SHOULD I DO WITH JESUS? 
 

     It was the custom of Rome that mercy be shown to one of the 

prisoners sentenced to death  (Matt. 27.15).  With Jesus and 

Barabbas presented for crucifixion, the governor, Pontus Pilate, 

encouraged the Jews to choose Jesus to receive the governor’s 

pardon.  After all, Jesus was a just man (Matt. 27.19).  He had done 

no evil  (Matt. 27.23).  When he could not convince them to release 

Jesus, Pilate gave into their demands but washed his hands of any 

responsibility  (Matt. 27.24).  Presenting Jesus to the crowd, Pilate 

asked a question that deserves some attention.  MATTHEW 27.22:  

“What then shall I do with Jesus who is called Christ?” 

     How did the Jews respond to the governor’s question?  They 

cried out, “Let Him be crucified”  (Matt. 27.21)!  When Pilate 

protested, they cried out a second time, “Let Him be crucified”  

(Matt. 27.23)!  Two thousand years later and people are still putting 

Jesus to death on the cross.  The Hebrew writer addressed those who 

“were once enlightened”  (Heb. 6.4).  These were Christians, but 

they had fallen away  (Heb. 6.6).  The inspired writer explains how 

impossible it is for them to come back to the Lord as long as they 

persist in their sin.  He describes their sin in a way that ought to be 

disturbing to us.  HEBREWS 6.6:  “since they crucify again for 

themselves the Son of God, and put Him to an open shame.”   

     Pilate asked, “What shall I do with this Jesus who is called 

Christ.”  The people responded by calling for His crucifixion.  By 

our sin, we are denying Jesus to the world.  Rather than confessing 

His name and expressing our love to Him through our faith and 

obedience (John 14.15), we declare to the world that we do not know 

Him.  Our behavior puts Jesus to an open shame.  Every time you 

and I sin, it is as if we are there driving the nails into His hands and 

feet all over again.  It is as if we are pressing the crown of thorns 

onto His head.  It is as if we are thrusting the spear into His side. 

     What shall I do with Jesus?  Jesus endured the cross for the joy 

of knowing that His death will bring salvation to the world  (Heb. 

12.1,2).  Jesus died so that you and I can live.  How can I deny Him, 

and put Him on the cross again and subject Him to an open shame?  

What else can I do except tell the world about Him, and keep myself 

“unspotted from the world”  (James 1.27).                  CLP                   

 


