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INTRODUCTION: 

1.  In Matthew 10, the apostles are sent out to all the cities of the Jews to “preach saying, ‘the      

     kingdom of heaven is at hand”  (Matt. 10.7). 

     a)  They could expect severe hostility to their message.  (Matt. 10.14-26) 

     b)  Three times in our text they were told, “Do not fear.”  (Matt. 10.26,28,31) 

     c)  Is there much difference in our preaching today?  The message for us is the same for them:      

          “Do not fear.”  (2 Tim 3.12; 2 Cor. 12.7-12; Heb. 10.35) 

2.  The Greeks had three words for “fear.”  

     a)  Phobos:  Fear, alarm, terror, fright, trembling.  Most references are used of God or man. 

     b)  Deilia:  Cowardice, timidity.  (Rev. 21.8) 

     c)  Eulabeia:  Reverence, Respect.  Literally, to take well.  Piety.  (Heb. 12.28; Acts 2.5) 

3.  How can we overcome the fear to live and preach the gospel? 

 

I.  KNOW THAT THE TRUTH WILL BE REVEALED 

     A.  MATTHEW 10.26:  “Therefore do not fear them. For there is nothing covered that will not  

           be revealed, and hidden that will not be known. 

           1.  The secrets of men will come to light.  (Rom. 2.16; Heb. 4.12,13; 1 Cor. 4.5) 

           2.  The truth of the gospel will come to light.  (Eph. 3.1-5) 

     B.  MATTHEW 10.27:  “Whatever I tell you in the dark, speak in the light; and what you hear  

           in the ear, preach on the housetops.”  

           1.  Remember that God is working through us.  (1 Cor. 3.5-9) 

           2.  God will accomplish what He intends.  (Isa. 55.8-11) 

  

II.  FEAR GOD MORE THAN MEN 

     A.  MATTHEW 10.28:  “And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. But  

           rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.”  (Luke 12.4,5) 

           1.  God is both good and severe.  (Rom. 10.16-24) 

           2.  Consider the goodness of God.  (Jonah 4.1-3; Rom. 2.4-7) 

           3.  Consider the severity of God.  (Rom. 2.3,5,8,9; 2 Thess. 1.7-9) 

     B.  2 TIMOTHY 1.7:  “For God has not given us a spirit of fear…” 

           1.  In a context of preaching the gospel, Timothy was troubled.  (2 Tim. 1.4,8; 3.12) 

           2.  God has given us a spirit of “power.”  Dunamis – “ability”  (Eph. 6.10; Phil. 4.13) 

           3.  God has given us a spirit of “love.”  Agape – always wanting what is best for the one  

                who is loved.  (Matt. 9.36-38; 2 Tim. 4.1,2) 

           4.  God has given us a spirit of “sound mind.”  Literally, save the mind.  It is the idea of  

                bringing the thoughts of others under control.  (2 Cor. 10.4-6)            

 

III.  TRUST IN GOD MORE THAN YOURSELF 

     A.  MATTHEW 10.31:  “Do not fear therefore; you are of more value than many sparrows.” 

           1.  God is in control.  (Matt. 10.29) 

           2.  God is aware.  (Matt. 10.30) 

     B.  When God is on our side, we do not have to fear.  (Heb. 13.5,6) 


