
WEDNESDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY 

JULY 15, 2020 

MATTHEW 20:1-16 

 

INTRODUCTION: 

1.  Matthew 20 begins with the parable of the laborers.   

     a)  This is a parable set in a context of the disciples asking Jesus a question.  (Matt. 19.27) 

     b)  Why did they ask the question?  (Matt. 19.21) 

     c)  Jesus never rebuked His disciples for the question.  (Matt. 19.28-30)        

2.  Read Matthew 20.1-16 
 

I.  THE SIGNIFICANCE 

     A.  What is the message that Jesus is trying to convey in this parable? 

           1.  MATTHEW 20.16:  “So the last will be first, and the first last.”  (cf. Matt. 5.4) 

           2.  All throughout the text, the disciples were seeking a place of prestige in the kingdom. 

                a)  MATTHEW 18.1:  “At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Who then is  

                     greatest in the kingdom of heaven?”  Not curiosity, but ambition.  (Mark 9.33,34) 

                b)  MATTHEW 19.27:  “What shall we have?”  Emphatic.  We are deserving! 

                c)  MATTHEW 20.21:  “Grant that these two sons of mine may sit, one on Your right  

                     hand and the other on the left, in Your kingdom.””  (Matt. 20.24). 

     B.  The significance of the parable is to teach the disciples that greatness is not something that  

           is deserved.  It is gifted by God to those who live as servants.   
 

II.  THE STORY 

     A.  Scene One:  Contract. 

           1.  MATTHEW 20.1,2:  The landowner hired workers in the morning for a denarius.   

                a)  “early in the morning.”  Literally, “same.”  The same as the dawn. 

                b)  “denarius.”  The standard wage for a day’s labor.   

           2.  MATTHEW 20.3-5:  The landowner hired workers later in the day.   

                a)  “third hour of the day.”  9:00am.  (cf. Acts 2.15; Mark 15.25)  A day:  6am-6pm.   

                b)  “the sixth hour and the ninth hour.”  Noon and 3pm.   

                c)  “whatever is right.”  As decided by the landowner.       

           3.  MATTHEW 20.6,7:  The landowner hired workers in the evening.   

     B.  Scene Two:  Compensation. 

           1.  MATTHEW 20.8:  They were paid from last to first.  

           2.  MATTHEW 20.9,10:  They were all paid the same.   

     C.  Scene Three:  Complaint.  (Matt. 20.12-15) 
 

III.  THE APPLICATION 

     A.  Lesson #1:  God expects us to work.   

           1.  MATTHEW 20.6:  “Why have you been standing here idle all day?” 

           2.  To enjoy salvation, there is work that we all must do.  (Eph. 2.8-10; Titus 3.14)  

     B.  Lesson #2:  Salvation is not based on merit.   

           1.  MATTHEW 20.10:  “they supposed that they would receive more.”   

           2.  We can never do enough to earn salvation.  (Titus 3.5; Rom. 4.4) 

     C.  Lesson #3:  God sets the terms of salvation. 

           1.  MATTHEW 20.15:  “Is it not lawful for me to do what I wish with my own things?” 

           2.  The plan of salvation was implemented by God.  We do not have the right to change it.  


