
EVANGELISM:  AN ACT OF FAITH 
 

     PAUL BELIEVED IN THE REACH OF THE GOSPEL.  It is common in 

business to use tactics to get your product in front of customers.  

They offer a free consultation, free brake inspection, free air 

conditioner service.  Then when customers take advantage of the 

service, they hard sell their expensive products.  They tell you that 

you need new brakes or a new air conditioner.  Churches do this all 

the time.  They offer food and fun.  Churches offer a free Sunday 

afternoon lunch.  They offer recreation in the form of gyms and 

basketball courts.  These things are designed to get people in the 

door where churches then make the hard sell in the form of a sermon. 

     Paul did not need any such tactics, “not walking in craftiness, 

nor handling the word of God deceitfully”  (2 Cor. 4.2).  Instead 

Paul “preached…Christ Jesus our Lord” (2 Cor. 4.5).  We do not 

need to use switch and bait tactics to convert people to Christ.  We 

need to trust that the gospel itself has the ability to touch people’s 

hearts.  What is the secret to touching people’s hearts with the 

gospel?  The answer is in verse 6:  “For it is the God who 

commanded light to shine out of darkness, who has shone in our 

hearts”  (2 Cor. 4.6).  If you want to touch hearts, you need to first 

let the gospel touch your heart.   

     PAUL BELIEVED IN THE VALUE OF THE GOSPEL.  As Paul continues 

this line of thinking, he write that “we have this treasure in earthen 

vessels”  (2 Cor. 4.7).  In a context of Paul being a minister and 

preaching the gospel, he refers to having a treasure.  Paul saw the 

gospel as valuable.  If you keep reading, he writes about all his 

hardships for the sake of the gospel  (2 Cor. 4.8-12).  Why was Paul 

willing to suffer so much?  Because it was worth it to preach the 

gospel and save those who were lost.   

     If you put all these thoughts together, you come to one final 

conclusion.  Paul believed in the gospel.  He believed in its 

effectiveness.  He believed in it as a message from God.  He believed 

in its power to save, its ability to touch hearts, and its value.  He then 

comes to this conclusion:  “We believe and therefore speak.”  (2 

Cor. 4.13).  It was Paul’s faith in Jesus, and in the message of Jesus 

that moved him to tell others about Jesus.   

     How much do you believe in the gospel?  Do you believe that the 

gospel is powerful enough to save?  Do you believe that it has the 

ability to touch people’s hearts and change their lives?  It is only 

with this faith that we can be effective reaching the lost.                  CLP 
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YOU ARE WHAT YOU DO 
 

     Experts in the field of psychology tell us that the best way to 

make changes in your life is to change your identity.  If I want to 

live a healthy lifestyle, I need to start identifying myself as a healthy 

person.  I then make choices consistent with my identity.  I exercise 

because that is who I am.  I avoid unhealthy food because that is 

who I am.   

     Did you know that the Holy Spirit teaches us the same principle?  

The Holy Spirit directed the pen of the apostle John to write, “He 

who practices righteousness is righteous, just as He is righteous”  

(1 John 3.7).  The word translated as “practices” is in the form of an 

ongoing action.  This does not mean that we never make a mistake.  

The Holy Spirit is telling us that those are righteous live a lifestyle 

of doing what is right.  Our choices are consistent with our identity.   

     The text goes on to say, “He who sins is of the devil”  (1 John 

3.8).  Again, we are reading about a lifestyle.  The one lives a 

lifestyle of practicing sin is identified as being of the devil.  Our 

choices to sin are consistent with our identity.   

     If you want to live a life making choices consistent with the way 

God wants you to live, you need base those choices with who you 

are.  You are not going to use foul language because that is not who 

you are.  You are going to pray often because that is who you are.  

Make good choices that are consistent with your identity.          
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WHY DID JESUS GIVE HIMSELF FOR US? 

TITUS 2:14 

 

INTRODUCTION: 

1.  Why did Jesus who was equal with God in heaven choose to 

live on earth and be like me?  (John 1.1,14; 2 Cor. 8.9; Luke 9.58)   

2.  TITUS 2.14:  This passage gives us two specific reasons why 

Jesus chose to give Himself for us.  [Read Titus 2.11-15] 
 

I.  REDEMPTION 

     A.  TITUS 2.14:  “who gave Himself for us, that He might  

            redeem us from every lawless deed.” 

            1.  Contextually, lawless deeds are defined in verse 12. 

            2.  TITUS 2.12:  “teaching us that, denying ungodliness”   

                 Literally, failing to reverence God.  (Rom. 1.28-32)    

            3.  TITUS 2.12:  “and worldly lusts” 

                 a)  Lusts (epithumeo):  Literally, to breath hard over. 

                 b)  What things are we not to breath hard over?  “Lusts  

                       of the flesh, lusts of the eyes”  (1 John 2.16)   

     B.  Jesus gave Himself so that I can be saved from lusting after  

           worldly things or anything that shows irreverence. 
 

II.  POSSESSION 

     A.  TITUS 2.14:  “who gave Himself, that He might… purify for  

              Himself His own special people…”  

           1.  Special (periousios):  Literally, to exist around. 

           2.  To Whom do we belong?  (Matt. 16.18)  

     B.  TITUS 2.14:  “…zealous for good works.” 

           1.  Contextually, good works are defined in verse 12. 

           2.  TITUS 2.12:  “we should live soberly”  Literally, we are  

                to think the right things.  (2 Tim. 3.16,17) 

           3.  TITUS 2.12:  “righteously”  Literally, we are to do the  

                right things.  How do we know what is right? 

                a)  Abel did what God said to do. (Gen. 4.3,4; Heb. 11.4) 

                b)  His works were called “righteous”  (1 John 3.11,12) 

           4.  TITUS 2.12:  “and godly in the present age.”  Literally,  

                 that which shows God reverence.  (Lev. 10.1-3) 
 

CONCLUSION:   Jesus gave Himself to save us from our sins so that 

we can be people who are on fire to live the way He wants us to 

live.  All of this was done because He loved me so.   

EVANGELISM:  AN ACT OF FAITH 
 

     “Come and hear, all you who fear God, And I will declare what 

He has done for my soul”  (Ps. 66.16).  Would you like to have the 

confidence and boldness expressed by the psalmist?  Would you like 

to be more active in your efforts to share the gospel?  Talking to 

others about our faith is a fundamental responsibility of all 

Christians (Matt. 28.19).  Yet most of us struggle to tell others about 

Jesus.  If you find it difficult to evangelize, there are some things in 

2 Corinthians 3,4 that can help. 

     All throughout chapters three and four, you read about Paul’s 

ministry.  He is a minister of the new covenant  (2 Cor. 3.6).  He 

describes his message as the “ministry of the Spirit” (2 Cor. 3.8)   

and “ministry of righteousness”  (2 Cor. 3.9).  He tells his audience 

that “we have this ministry”  (2 Cor. 4.1).  Paul had the confidence 

to preach the gospel.  What gave Paul such boldness?   

     PAUL BELIEVED IN THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THE GOSPEL.  In 2 

Corinthians 3, Paul makes reference to letters of commendation.  

There were some who were questioning Paul’s credentials as a 

preacher and apostle.  Paul did not need any letters of commendation 

testifying of the effectiveness of his message.  The proof was in the 

life of the Corinthian church  (2 Cor. 3.2).  Their conversion by the 

gospel and their correction by the gospel demonstrated its power.  

Paul could preach the gospel with confidence because he had 

already seen its effect in the life of these brethren. 

     PAUL BELIEVED IN THE SOURCE OF THE GOSPEL.  Paul knew that 

he had the ability to change lives with the gospel.  This ability did 

not come from himself, “but our sufficiency is from God, who also 

made us sufficient as ministers”  (2 Cor. 3.5).  The ability to convert 

the lost does not come because of your charismatic approach.  It 

does not come because of your articulation.  It does not come 

because of your clever illustrations.  Your ability comes from God.   

     PAUL BELIEVED IN THE POWER OF THE GOSPEL.  Everyone was 

guilty of violating the Law of Moses.  Yet the Old Law did not have 

the ability to forgive sins.  Thus it was a “ministry of death” and 

“ministry of condemnation”  (2 Cor. 3.7-9).  In contrast, the gospel 

of Christ is a “ministry of righteousness”  (2 Cor. 3.8).  It is a 

message that makes us right with God.  It is a message that brings 

hope  (2 Cor. 3.12).  It is a message that is transformative helping us 

be more like Jesus  (2 Cor. 3.18).  It was this powerful, transforming 

message that gave Paul the boldness to preach.                               [back]      


