
GRACE VS LAW 

GALATIANS 5:4 
 

INTRODUCTION:  

1.  There is a great imbalance in the way we understand the grace 

of God.  Law is to be obeyed, but not invented.  (John 17.17; 8.32) 

2.  Focusing our attention on law at the exclusion of grace 

develops a mindset of merit-based salvation. 

3.  In Galatians, Paul addresses those who tried to justify 

themselves by perfect law-keeping. 
 

I.  CONTEXT 

     A.  Paul addresses those who were no longer faithful. 

           1.  GALATIANS 5.4:  “You have become estranged from  

                 Christ.”  Literally, you have been severed from Christ. 

           2.  GALATIANS 5.4:  “You have fallen from grace.”  The  

                 blessings that come from grace were no longer theirs. 

     B.  Why did these brethren become unfaithful to God? 

           1.  GALATIANS 5.4:  “You who attempt to be justified by  

                law.”  They thought they were saved by law-keeping. 

           2.  To view perfect law-keeping as the means of justification  

                 is to see salvation as a debt you are owed.  (Rom. 4.4)    
 

II.  CONSEQUENCES 

     A.  Paul expresses concern for the spiritual welfare of those  

           who tried to justify themselves by law-keeping. 

           1.  GALATIANS 1.6:  “I marvel that you are turning away.”   

           2.  GALATIANS 4:11:  “I am afraid for you” 

           3.  GALATIANS 4.20:  “I have my doubts about you.” 

           4.  GALATIANS 5.12:  “I could wish that those who trouble  

                you would even cut themselves off!” 

     B.  Focusing on law at the exclusion of grace puts us is spiritual  

           jeopardy because it keeps us from seeking forgiveness. 
 

III.  CURE 

     A.  If perfect obedience is required for salvation, then you are  

           cursed, because no one can do it.  (Gal. 3.10) 

           1.  There is one exception.  (Heb. 4.15).   

           2.  What about the rest of us?  (Rom. 3.9,10) 

     B.  But… ”the just shall live by faith.”  (Gal. 3.11)           
 

CONCLUSION:    It isn’t just grace.  It isn’t just obedience.  It is a 

balance of grace and obedience.  It is faith! 
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BLESSINGS ARE FOUND IN CHRIST 
 

     Where are the greatest spiritual blessings found?  Are they 

found in the doctrines of Islam?  Can they be obtained through an 

enlightened existence of Buddhism?  Can they be enjoyed through 

the philosophical principles of secular education?  God tells us 

where the greatest spiritual blessing can be found.  Through 

inspiration, Paul writes, “Blessed be the God and Father of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing 

in the heavenly places in Christ”  (Eph. 1.3).  All of the spiritual 

blessings that are given by God are given to those who are inside 

of Christ.   

     The greatest blessing that God has ever given to man is the gift 

of forgiveness.  Later in this same chapter, Paul writes that “in Him 

we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins”  

(Eph. 1.7).  Forgiveness is only available to those who are in 

Christ.  Later in Ephesians 2, Paul writes that come to know the 

“exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness toward us in Christ 

Jesus.”  We can know God’s grace, but that grace is only accessed 

when we are in Christ  (cf. Rom. 5.1).   

     Are you in Christ?  Have you come to know the grace of God 

which grants the forgiveness of sins?  The only way to get into 

Christ is through a faith that moves you to be immersed into water 

by being baptized  (Gal. 3.26-29).          CLP   
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CHANGING MINDS AND REACHING HEARTS 

JEREMIAH 6:16 
 

INTRODUCTION:  

1.  The people of Jeremiah’s day rejected God’s ways and would 

not listen to God’s word.  (Jer. 6.16-19) 

2.  Even today among the world and even in the church, there is a 

mindset that leads to a rejection of God’s ways and God’s word. 

3.  How do we help individuals to abandon a worldly mindset? 
 

I.  THE CAUSE OF A WORLDLY MINDSET 

     A.  The mindset of those in Jeremiah’s day.  (Jer. 6.10-15)   

           1.  JEREMIAH 6.10:  “To whom shall I speak” 

           2.  JEREMIAH 6.10:  “Their ear is uncircumcised.”  Listen    

                like Gentiles.  (cf. Eph. 2.11; 1 Sam. 17.26; Acts 7.51) 

           3.  JEREMIAH 6.10:  “The word of the Lord is a reproach…  

                they have no delight in it.”  (cf. Ps. 119.16,24,35) 

     B.  What led to this kind of mindset?   

           1.  JEREMIAH 2.8:  “The priests did not say, ‘Where is the  

                    LORD?’”  The ways of God were not being sought. 

              2.  JEREMIAH 2.26:  “As a thief is ashamed…”The people  

                were not directed to God’s word. 

           3.  JEREMIAH 5.31:  “The prophets prophesy falsely.”  The  

                word of God was not being taught. 
 

II.  THE SOLUTION TO A WORLDLY MINDSET 

     A.  Give attention to the Message. 

           1.  2 TIMOTHY 4.1,2:  “Preach the word!”   

           2.  We are to bring to their attention the teachings of  

                 inspired Scriptures.  (2 Tim. 3.16,17) 

     B.  Give attention to our Motives. 

           1.  We preach to convince.  (2 Tim. 4.2; Acts 17.2,3) 

           2.  We preach to rebuke.  (2 Tim. 4.2) 

           3.  We preach to comfort.  (2 Tim. 4.2; 1 Thess. 4.18) 

     C.  Give attention to our Method. 

           1.  Approach individuals with “longsuffering.”   

           2.  Approach individuals with “teaching.”  (2 Tim. 2.24,25)   
 

  CONCLUSION:  The old ways of changing hearts and minds are 

the better ways.   

 

DO YOU LOVE YOURSELF? 
 

     In our culture, the message of loving yourself has become 

mainstream.  It is the banner of television.  It is the proclamation of 

media.  The message that teaches to love yourself is a message of 

accepting who you are.  If you are someone who desires someone 

of the same sex, then you should love yourself and accept who you 

are.  If you are a man living inside of a woman’s body or a woman 

living inside a man’s body, then you should love yourself and 

embrace that identity.  The message of loving yourself is accepting 

whatever lifestyle you prefer.  May I suggest with as much love 

and compassion that I can, that the Bible has a different message.   

     In Luke 14, there were a great number of people following 

Jesus.  Jesus wasn’t concerned about popularity.  He did not say 

whatever He needed to in order to win the masses.  They were 

already following Him.  Jesus wasn’t looking large crowds.  He 

was looking for true disciples.  That moved Him to turn to the 

great crowd and lay out what it meant to be a true disciple.  In 

verse 26, Jesus said, “If anyone comes to Me and does not hate his 

father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and 

his own life also, he cannot be My disciple.”   

     The idea of “hate” is to love less (cf. Matt. 10.37-39).  The 

word translated as “cannot” is literally the idea of being incapable.  

Listen to what Jesus said.  If you do not love Him more than 

anyone else including yourself, you do not have what it takes to be 

a true disciple.  A true disciple is not one who will love themselves 

to the point that they accept who they are.  A true disciple is one 

who will love Jesus so much that they are willing to change who 

they are to become who Jesus wants them to be.   

     Earlier in the same book, Jesus laid out the condition of 

discipleship.  He said, Luke 9:23, “If anyone desires to come after 

Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow 

Me.”  If you have the desire to live as a woman in a man’s body, a 

desire to look at pornographic images on the internet, a desire to 

pursue a sexual relationship with someone of the same sex, Jesus 

said that you are to deny those desires.  A true disciple is not one 

who loves and accepts himself, but one who denies himself and the 

life he wants to live.  Instead, he lives the life God wants him to 

live. 

     Being a Christian is not about loving yourself.  It is about 

loving God and His Son and yielding your will to His.             CLP  


