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MATTHEW 13:24-30 

 

INTRODUCTION: 

1.  Jesus is setting these parables before His audience in a setting where the scribes and Pharisees  

     had stubbornly refused to see and hear.  (Matt. 13.13-15) 

     a)  Jesus begins with a parable about how important it is to hear.  (Matt. 13.3-8, 18-23) 

     b)  The rest of the parables are about “the kingdom of heaven.”  (Matt 13.24,31.33,44,45,47) 

     c)  The kingdom of heaven is a reference to the church.  (Matt. 16.18,19) 

2.  In the parable of the wheat and tares, we are reading our interaction with the world.   

     a)  Christians are not to be of the world.  (James 1.28; 4.4; 1 John 2.15) 

     b)  Yet Christians are to be in the world.  (1 Cor. 5.10; 10.28) 

     c)  Read Matthew 13.24-30. 
 

I.  ANALYSIS OF THE PARABLE 

     A.  There is a sower.  (Matt. 13.24) 

           1.  Who is the sower?  (Matt. 13.37; cf. Luke 19.10) 

           2.  What does the sower plant?  (Matthew 13.24,38; Gal. 3.26,27; 1 John 3.1) 

           3.  Where does the sower plant the good seed?  (Matt. 13.24,38) 

                 a)  This is not a reference to the church.  (cf. 1 Cor. 3.9) 

                 b)  The world (earth) belongs to the Lord.  (Matt. 13.24; Ps. 50.12; 1 Cor. 10.26) 

           4.  Jesus is preaching the gospel throughout the world and creating children of God who  

                live and function in the world.  (cf. Matt. 28.19)    

     B.  There is another sower.  (Matt. 13.25) 

           1.  Who is the second sower? (Matt. 13.39; 1 Pet. 5.8; James 4.4; John 12.31) 

           2.  What does the sower plant?  (Matt. 13.25,38; John 8.44; 1 John 2.15,16) 

           3.  Jesus goes into the world and makes disciples, but the devil is also influencing the  

                world convincing them to live for themselves.   

     C.  There is a harvest.  (Matt. 13.39) 

           1.  Who are the reapers?  (Matt. 13.39) 

           2.  At the end of the age, there will be a judgment.  (Matt. 13.40-43) 
 

II.  APPLICATIONS OF THE PARABLE        

     A.  The influence of the world can be subtle and hard to notice. 

           1.  False religions can appear to be righteous.  (Gal. 2.20-23)   

           2.  False teachers can promise spiritual benefits.  (2 Pet. 2.18,19) 

           3.  Worldliness can be made to seem righteous.  (Gen. 3.4-6; Ps. 50.21)  

           4.  How can we make a distinction between right and wrong?  (Matt. 13.26; 7.15-20)   

     B.  The righteous and the wicked dwell together in the world.  (Matt. 13.28-30) 

           1.  The righteous do not want to be around those who are sinful. (Matt. 13.28; 2 Pet. 2.7,8) 

           2.  We are not expected to live as hermits.  (1 Cor. 5.9,10) 

           3.  By living in the world, we are to influence the world.  (Phil. 2.15) 

     C.  The righteous are not to judge the world.  (1 Cor. 5.12,13)     

           1.  We are to condemn that which is sinful.  (Eph. 5.11; 1 Cor. 5.2) 

           2.  There will always be pretenders.  (Matt. 7.21-23; 23.27,28) 

           3.  It is not our place to punish the wicked.  (2 Thess. 1.6-10) 


