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INTRODUCTION: 

1.  The contextual flow of Matthew 16 finds Jesus in Caesarea Philippi predicting His death.   

     a)  MATTHEW 16.21:  “From that time Jesus began to show to His disciples..”  

     b)  This was to be in fulfillment of scripture.  (1 Cor. 15.3,4) 

     c)  The death of Jesus was according to the will of God.  (Phil. 2.8; Matt. 26.39) 

2.  A true disciple of Jesus must likewise be willing to give up everything for Jesus. 

 

I.  THE COST OF TRUE DISCIPLESHIP   

     A.  There is a condition.  “if anyone desires to come after me.” 

           1.  MATTHEW 16.24:  “let him deny himself”  Money, pleasure, praise?   

           2.  MATTHEW 16.24:  “and take up his cross”  A symbol of death. 

                a)  I must be willing to die for Jesus.  (Rev. 2.10) 

                b)  I must put to death (separate) the deeds of the flesh.  (Col. 3.5-7) 

                c)  I must give up my ambition and live for Jesus.  (Gal. 2.20) 

           3.  MATTHEW 16.24:  “and follow Me.”  More than just a claim.   

                a)  It is more than just a claim.  (Matt. 7.21-23) 

                b)  It is a total commitment.  (Matt. 19.21,22) 

     B.  There is a comparison. 

           1.  MATTHEW 16.25:  “For whoever desires to save his life will lose it” 

                a)  Those who desire to hold on to a lifestyle that is contrary to the way Jesus wants  

                      you to live will lose their eternal soul.  (Rom. 8.13) 

                b)  MATTHEW 16.25:  “but whoever loses his life for My sake will find it.”  Those who  

                     are willing to give up everything for Jesus will have so much more.  (Matt. 19.29) 

           2.  MATTHEW 16.26:  “For what profit is it to a man if he gains the whole world, and  

                loses his own soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul?” 

                a)  Will you give up eternity for that which is temporary?  (1 John 2.15-17) 

                b)  You can’t take it with you.  (Luke 12.13-21; Matt. 6.19-21) 

     C.  There is a consequence. 

           1.  MATTHEW 16.27:  “For the Son of Man will come in the glory of His Father with His  

                angels, and then He will reward each according to his works.”  

           2.  In context, those who are ashamed of Jesus and unwilling to give up everything for  

                Him will be judged accordingly.  (Mark 8.38; Luke 9.26) 

           3.  Consider the commitment of Old Testament characters.  (Heb. 11.13-16; 24-26) 

 

II.  THE COMING OF THE KINGDOM 

     A.  MATTHEW 16.28:  “Assuredly, I say to you, there are some standing here who shall not  

              taste death till they see the Son of Man coming in His kingdom.”  

           1.  The coming of the kingdom was in anticipation of true discipleship and judgment. 

           2.  The coming of the kingdom would be within their lifetime.  (Matt. 3.2) 

     B.  The kingdom is the church. 

           1.  It is not of this world.  (John 18.36) 

           2.  The kingdom would come at Pentecost.  (Acts 1.6-8)   


