
A PSALM OF THANKSGIVING 

PSALM 100:4 
 

INTRODUCTION:  

1.  The book of Psalms contains three kinds of psalms:  Psalms of 

problems, Psalms of prayers, and Psalms of praise. 

2.  Psalm 100 falls into a book about praise with the subscript:  “A 

Psalm of Thanksgiving”  [Read Psalm 100] 

3.  Why should we be thankful?  By having gratitude in our hearts 

we are blessed. 
 

I.  THANKSGIVING ENCOURAGES HAPPINESS 

     A.  PSALM 100.1:  “Make a joyful shout to the LORD all you  

           lands” Shout is literally to “split the ears”  

     B.  PSALM 100.2:  “Serve the Lord with gladness”  Gladness   

            Is literally the idea of glee.   

     C.  PSALM 100.2:  “Come before His presence with singing”   

           Singing is the idea of shouting for joy.   

     D.  We are commanded to rejoice.  (Phil. 4.4; John 11.15) 
 

II.  THANKSGIVING ENCOURAGES HUMILITY 

     A.  PSALM 100.3:  “Know that the LORD, He is God;…”   

           1.  “LORD” (Yahweh):  The Self-Existing One. 

           2.  The one, true God is not the one in the Quran, or  

                described by the NAM.  He is the God of the Bible.      

     B.  PSALM 100.3:  “…It is He who has made us, and not we  

           ourselves;…”  There are no self-made men.  (Gen. 1.26) 

     C.  PSALM 100.3:  “…We are His people and the sheep of His  

            pasture.”  Everything belongs to Him. 

     D.  I am commanded to be humble.  (Eph. 4.1,2) 
 

III.  THANKSGIVING ENCOURAGES HONOR 

     A.  PSALM 100.4:  “Enter into His gates with thanksgiving, And  

              into His courts with praise. 

     B.  What can help us worship God better?   

           1.  When we come to God with a heart of thanksgiving!   

                 (Eph. 5.18,19; Col. 3.16,17; Heb. 13.15) 

           2.  We cannot leave out the spirit.  (John 4.23,24) 
 

 

CONCLUSION:   Thanksgiving reminds us of the character of God  

(Ps. 100.5).  Are you thankful?   
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THE PEACEMAKERS 
 

     The beatitudes list the attitudes we are to have that will help us to be 

more receptive to the gospel.  Among those beatitudes is the attitude of 

peacemaking.  Jesus tells us, “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they 

shall be called the sons of God”  (Matt. 5.9).  Oh how happy are those 

who make peace because they shall be brought into God’s favor.   

     The attitude that we are to have is a desire to be at peace with God.  

Worldliness makes you an enemy of God  (James 4.4; Rom. 5.10).  

When you are an enemy of God, the attitude is to be reconciled with 

God.  This attitude will move you to seek out peace with God.  Israel had 

put themselves as enmity with God.  God pleaded with them not to turn 

“against Me in battle”  (Isa 27.4).  Instead, God wanted them to “take 

hold of My strength that he may make peace with Me”  (Isa. 27.5).   

     How do you make peace with God?  Paul tells us in Romans 5.1, 

“Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God 

through our Lord Jesus Christ.”  We are to have the same kind of faith 

that Abraham had as described in the previous chapter  (Rom. 4.12).  

When you have a faith that accepts what God says (Rom. 4.3), and does 

what God says (Rom. 4.19-22), then you will be made right with God 

and thus be at peace with Him.   

     Those who seek after peace “they shall be called the sons of God”  

(Matt. 5.9).  The sons of God are so called because they are imitators of 

God.  In Luke 6, Jesus calls the merciful, “sons of the Most High.”  

Why?  “For He is kind to the unthankful and evil”  (Luke 6.35,36).  To 

desire peace is to be like God  (Col. 3.15).           CLP 
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YOU CAN BELONG 

EPHESIANS 3:6 
 

INTRODUCTION: 

1.  No one in the Lord’s church should ever feel like they don’t 

belong.  Nor should we cause anyone to feel that way. 

2.  In Ephesians 3, we are taught that everyone in the Lord’s 

church is important and belongs. 
 

I.  UNFOLDING THE PASAGE 

     A.  The service of Paul.  (Eph. 3.1,2) 

           1.  EPHESIANS 3.1:  “I, Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus for  

                you Gentiles”  Paul wrote this while in prison. 

           2.  EPHESIANS 3.2:  “the grace of God which was given to  

                me for you.”  What was given to Paul?  (Eph. 3.8) 

     B.  The secret of Paul.  (Eph. 3.3-7) 

           1.  EPHESIANS 3.3:  “He made known to me the mystery”  

           2.  EPHESIANS 3.4:  “you may understand…the mystery” 

           3.  EPHESIANS 3.5:  “in other ages was not made known” 

           4.  EPHESIANS 3.6:  “that the Gentiles should be fellow  

                heirs, of the same body, and partakers of His promise”  
 

II.  APPLYING THE PASSAGE 

     A.  Anyone can belong to the church that belongs to Christ. 

           1.  EPHESIANS 3.6:  “fellow heirs.”   

           2.  The Gentiles used to be outcasts who did not belong to  

                 God.  (Eph. 2.11,12; cf. 1 Sam. 17.26; Acts 7.51) 

           3.  Now, they were “fellow heirs.”  (Eph. 3.6).   

           4.  Anyone can belong to Christ.  (1 Cor. 6.9-11) 

     B.  Everyone in the church belongs here.   

           1.  EPHESIANS 3.6:  “of the same body.”   

           2.  The Gentiles used to not belong, but now are part of the  

                 body of Christ.  (Eph. 2.19) 

           3.  Everyone in the church belongs here.  (1 Tim. 1.13-16)   

     C.  Anyone can belong and everyone does belong for a reason. 

           1.  EPHESIANS 3.6:  “partakers of His promise.” 

           2.  God made a promise to Abraham.  (Gen. 12.3) 

           3.  Anyone can belong and everyone in the church belongs  

                here because we have all been blessed through Abraham. 
 

CONCLUSION:   Anyone who believes, repents, and is baptized will 

be saved.  (Mark 16.16; Acts 2.38). 

   THANKSGIVING OF JESUS 
 

     Thanksgiving permeates the pages of the Bible.  It is something 

that we are commanded to do  (Col. 4.2).  Did you know that Jesus 

lived His life with thanksgiving?  In the four gospels which 

documents the life of Christ, you will find Jesus constantly giving 

thanks.  As the holidays approach, let’s learn from His example. 

     Jesus was thankful for the food He received.  Later this week, 

many of us will sit down with friends and family and share a 

bountiful meal.  When we sit down at the dinner table, don’t forget 

to take time to give thanks to God for the food.  That’s what Christ 

did.  In Matthew 15, Jesus sat down with four thousand (not 

including woman and children) and fed them with fed them with 

only seven loaves of bread and a few fish  (Matt. 15.34).  It was a 

miracle.  Before the food was consumed, we are told in verse 36 

that He took the food and “gave thanks”  (Matt. 15.36). 

     Jesus was thankful for His friends.  In Luke 10, Jesus sent 

seventy of His disciples out to proclaim the gospel.  When they 

returned, they reported all that happened.  Jesus reacted to their 

report in verse 21:  “In that hour Jesus rejoiced in His spirit and 

said, ‘I thank you Father’”  (Luke 10.21).  In this context, Jesus 

was thankful for the disciples that He had and the work that they 

were doing.  Jesus had many good people in His life, and He was 

thankful for them. 

     Jesus was thankful for answered prayers.  In John 11, Jesus was 

in front of Lazarus’ tomb.  At that time, “Jesus lifted up His eyes 

and said, ‘Father, I thank You that you have heard Me.  And I 

know that You always hear Me”  (John 11.41,42).  Jesus could 

look back on His life and remember how God had always heard 

Him when He prayed.  And Jesus was thankful.   

     Jesus is our example.  We are to “walk in His steps”  (1 Pet. 

2.21).  We are “to walk just as He walked”  (1 John 2.6).  If Jesus 

was thankful for the food He received, should we not also be 

thankful for our meals  (Matt. 6.11)?  If Jesus gave thanks for those 

who were in His life, should we not also be thankful for our family 

and friends  (John 17.17)?  If Jesus was thankful for answered 

prayers, should we not also be thankful that God hears and answers 

our prayers  (1 John 5.14,15)?   

     As you gather with your friends and family, don’t forget to be 

thankful to God for the blessings in your life.  Not just on 

Thanksgiving, but every day  (Eph. 5.20)!           CLP                         


