
WEDNESDAY NIGHT BIBLE CLASS 

DECEMBER 24, 2019 

MATTHEW 15:1-20 

 

INTRODUCTION: 

1.  MATTHEW 15.1:  “Then the scribes and Pharisees who were from Jerusalem came to Jesus” 

     a)  The scribes were writing commands to help individuals keeps the commands of God.  The  

           Pharisees prided themselves on keeping those traditions.   

     b)  These commands became more binding than God’s commands.  (Matt. 5.17-20) 

2.  This is a context about what is and is not defiled.  (Mark 7.1,2,15,18,20,23) 

     a)  Defiled (koinos):  Common and thus profane.  (cf.  Ex. 20.7; Heb. 10.29)  Why? 

     b)  KEY VERSE:  MATTHEW 15.11:  “Not what goes into the mouth defiles a man; but what  

          comes out of the mouth, this defiles a man.” 

     c)  The scribes and Pharisees were defiled because of their heart.  (Matt. 9.4; 12.34; 13.14,15) 
 

I.  INDICTING THE FAITHFUL 

     A.  MATTHEW 15.2:  “Why do Your disciples transgress the tradition of the elders?”  

           1.  The Pharisees observed the disciples not washing their hands.  (Mark 7.1,2) 

           2.  MATTHEW 15.2:  “For they do not wash their hands when they eat bread.”  

                a)  MARK 7.3:  “For the Pharisees and all the Jews” A long held tradition. 

                b)  MARK 7.3:  “do not eat unless they wash their hands in a special way”   

                c)  MARK 7.3,4:  “holding the tradition of the elders.”  With many other things.   

     B.  We need to remember not to falsely condemn brethren who do not hold to our traditions. 

           1.  It is a problem of the heart.  (Matt. 12.7) 

           2.  Do we disfellowship the faithful who break our traditions?  (3 John 5-11) 
 

II.  IGNORING THE COMMANDS OF GOD 

     A.  MATTHEW 15.3:  “He answered and said to them, ‘Why do you also transgress the  

           commandment of God because of your tradition?”  

           1.  The commandment of God:   

                a)  MATTHEW 15.4:  “For God commanded, saying, ‘Honor your father and your  

                     mother’”  (Ex. 20.12; Eph. 6.2) 

                b)  MATTHEW 15.4:  “…let him be put to death.”  (cf. Deut. 21.18-21) 

           2.  The traditions of men: 

                a)  MATTHEW 15.5: “But you say, ‘Whoever says to his father or mother, ‘Whatever  

                     profit you might have received from me is a gift to God’” 

                b)  MATTHEW 15.6:  “then he need not honor his father or mother.”  

           3.  MATTHEW 15.6:  “Thus you have made the commandment of God of no effect by your  

                tradition.”  The scribes and Pharisees ignored scripture to keep their traditions. 

     B.  We need to remember that traditions can never replace God’s commandments. 
 

III.  INSINCERE WORSHIP  

     A.  MATTHEW 15.7:  “Hypocrites! Well did Isaiah prophesy about you, saying…” 

           1.  MATTHEW 15.8:  “These people draw near to Me with their mouth, And honor Me  

                with their lips, But their heart is far from Me.”  Where was their heart? 

           2.  MATTHEW 15.9:  “And in vain they worship Me, Teaching as doctrines the  

                commandments of men.”  Their worship was worthless. 

     B.  We need to remember that focusing on tradition makes our worship insincere and vain. 


