
THREE FACTS ABOUT FORGIVENESS 
 

     Forgiveness is the greatest blessing that has been given to us, and 

it is the greatest blessing that we can offer to another.  It can also be 

one of the hardest things to do.  How can we let go of the anger and 

release from the bondage of guilt the one who has wronged us?  

There is a lot of confusion regarding our responsibility to forgive 

those who have sinned against us.  Consider these three facts. 

     FACT #1:  FORGIVENESS IS CONDITIONAL.  God does not forgive 

unconditionally.  Forgiveness comes only when we repent and turn 

from our sins  (Acts 8.22).  That same condition carries into our 

relationships.  Jesus tells us in LUKE 17.3, “If your brother sins 

against you, rebuke him; and if he repents, forgive him.”  Notice 

that forgiveness only comes after he repents.  Sometimes we just 

ignore the problem because we do not like confrontation.  We 

forgive unconditionally whether they ask for it or not.  Jesus teaches 

us that if someone has sinned against us, we are to confront them 

and try to resolve it  (Matt. 18.15-17). 

     FACT #2:  FORGIVENESS IS UNCONDITIONAL.  It is conditioned 

on their repentance.  But it is also unconditional in that we cannot 

wait to forgive them until we know that they really mean it.  We 

cannot wait to see if their repentance is sincere.  Jesus tells us, “And 

if he sins against you seven times in a day, and seven times in a day 

returns to you, saying, ‘I repent,’ you shall forgive him”  (Luke 

17.4).  If someone sins against us and then repents, we might forgive 

them the first time.  We might forgive them the second time.  But if 

they sin against us the third time, we are less willing to forgive.  

Forgiveness is not conditioned on their never doing it again.   

     FACT #3:  FORGIVENESS IS HARD.  When Jesus taught His 

disciples about forgiveness, they responded by asking Jesus, 

“Increase our faith”  (Luke 17.5).  These were good men.  These 

were apostles.  They had preached the gospel.  They had worked 

miracles.  But when it came to offering forgiveness, they asked for 

stronger faith.  This tells me that forgiveness is hard.  It is hard to 

forgive because forgiveness makes us vulnerable.  Treating them as 

if they had never sinned against us makes us vulnerable.  We don’t 

want to be hurt again.  So forgiveness is hard. 

     There is no greater gift than forgiveness.  Yet if we are unwilling 

to forgive those who sin against us, we will not receive the 

forgiveness of God.  If you are unforgiving, you will be unforgiven.  

(Mark 11.26).  Do you have a forgiving heart?        CLP 
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THE WORTHLESSNESS OF SIN 
 

     The Bible tells us how important it is to be productive.  We are 

to be “fruitful in every good work” (Col. 1.10).  We also learn that 

we were “created in Christ Jesus for good works”  (Eph. 2.10).  

Because of the promise of eternal life, we are expected to “labor and 

suffer reproach”  (1 Tim. 4.10).  We are to give all diligence to grow 

in faith  (2 Pet. 1.5-7).  In the parable of the vine, Jesus says that 

“every branch that does not bear fruit He takes away”  (John 15.2).  

Whether it is in reference to your job (2 Thess. 3.10-12), your 

spiritual growth, or any part of your life (Ecc. 9.10), God expects us 

to be productive with our time  (Eph. 5.16).         

    In contrast, laziness is associated with wickedness and sin.  In the 

parable of the talents, the servant who was not productive was 

accused of being “wicked and lazy” (Matt. 25.26), and issued the 

order to “cast the unprofitable servant into the outer darkness”  

(Matt. 25.30).  In Proverbs 6.6-11, we can read about the dangers of 

being lazy.  It is there that the sluggard is told to look to the example 

of the ant  (Prov. 6.6).  The slothful is warned that because of 

laziness, “your poverty will come upon you like a prowler”  (Prov. 

6.11).  It is no accident that the Holy Spirit begins the very next 

verse by referencing “a worthless person, a wicked man”  (Prov. 

6.12).                [continued inside] 
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THE FIRST CHURCH 

ACTS 4:1-4 
 

INTRODUCTION:  

1.  If we were to go back to the first century and see what the 

church was like, what would we notice?  Would it be different? 

2.  Last week we observed that the first church was… 

     a)  A church of Christ as was made of people who followed 

Christ, His doctrine, and His pattern of worship. 

     b)  A church of Compassion as it was made of people who 

cared for one another.  (cf. Eph. 1.28; 1 John 3.17) 

3.  The first church was… 
 

I.  A CHURCH OF CONVICTION 

     A.  How committed was the church to Christ?  

           1.  Acts 4.1-4:  Although Peter and John were arrested,  

                many believed and the church grew.   

           2.  Acts 4.17:  The apostles were commanded not to preach  

                in the name of Jesus, but they were not hindered. 

           3.  Acts 5.17:  The religious leaders were “filled with  

                 indignation”  because the church kept growing.  (v. 14) 

     B.  How committed is the church to Christ today? 

           1.  Stand fast and hold onto the message. (1 Cor. 15.1,2) 

           2.  Christians are to take a stand and refuse to be moved no  

                matter what!  (1 Cor. 16.13; Gal. 5.1; Eph. 6.10,11)    
 

II.  A CHURCH OF COOPERATION 

     A.  The church in the first century was comprised of brethren  

           who worked together in the spirit of cooperation.   

           1.  Young men were willing to come forward and do the  

                work that needed to be done.  (Acts 5.5,6,10) 

           2.  With everyone doing their part, the whole multitude was  

                 together and the church multiplied.  (Acts 6.1-7)  

     B.  How cooperative is the Lord’s church today? 

           1.  There is only one universal church that belongs to Christ.   

                 (Matt. 16.18; Eph. 4.4; 1.22,23) 

           2.  Do we work together in the spirit of unity that  

                characterizes the one true church?  (Eph. 4.16; Col. 2.19) 
 

CONCLUSION:  The church that Jesus built is a church that we are 

expected to maintain.  Are we the church of the New Testament? 

THE WORTHLESSNESS OF SIN 
 

     Right after discussing the problem with laziness and being 

unproductive, the Holy Spirit then transitions into this idea of 

wickedness.  Just as being lazy results in an unproductive life, so 

also does a life of sin.  The one who commits sin is not only wicked 

but worthless. Committing sin is a waste of time and energy.  There 

is nothing good or productive that comes from it.   

     It is interesting to me that the word “worthless” in Proverbs 6.12 

translates the Hebrews word “belial.”  It means literally, “without 

profit.”  If that word sounds familiar, it should.  The apostle Paul 

used it in 2 Corinthians 6.15 where he wrote “And what accord has 

Christ with Belial.”  The word “belial” was used as a reference to 

Satan.  John tells us that “the devil has sinned from the beginning”  

(1 John 3.8).  Jesus describes Satan as “a liar and the father of it”  

(John 8.44).  The devil is characterized by sin.  Is it any wonder that 

the devil is labeled as “worthless” and “without profit.”   

     Consider another interesting word.  Have you ever used the word 

“naughty?”  Have you ever used it in a sexual context?  Would you 

be surprised to learn that the root word “naught” means “nothing?”  

The very word that we often associate with sinful behavior is a word 

that means literally “for nothing.”  Sin is for nothing.  There is no 

profit in it.  Quoting the Old Testament book of Psalms, Paul tells 

us that those who commit sin “have together become unprofitable”  

(Rom. 3.12).     

     We attempt to justify sin by attaching value to it.  We lie because 

it prevents harm from coming to ourselves or others.  Someone 

might justify adultery because of the way they are treated by their 

spouse at home.  Whatever benefit we try to attach to sin is only the 

futile practice of self-deception  (James 1.22).  There is only one 

thing that sin will do.  It will result in eternal condemnation.  Paul 

tells us that “the wages of sin is death”  (Rom. 6.23).  James warns 

us about temptation because temptation leads to sin, “and sin, when 

it is full-grown, brings forth death”  (James 1.14,15). 

     To those who find value in doing those things that are contrary 

to the will of God, ask yourself the same question that Jesus asked:  

“For what profit is it to a man if he gains the whole world, and loses 

his own soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul?”  

(Matt. 16.26).  The answer should be obvious.  There is not profit to 

anyone who loses their own soul.  There is great pleasure that comes 

from sin.  But in the end, what have you really gained?         CLP  


