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INTRODUCTION: 

1.  Jesus directs His disciples to “the lost sheep of the house of Israel”  (Matt. 10.5).   

     a)  They were to “preach, saying, ‘The kingdom of heaven is at hand.’”  (Matt. 10.7) 

     b)  They were to “freely give” to those who were in need.  (Matt. 10.8) 

     c)  They were to “provide” for themselves.  (Matt. 10.9,10) 

2.  Four times in our reading, Jesus uses the word, “worthy”  (Matt. 10.10,11,13).   

     a)  Worthy (axios): “Deserving”  (cf. Luke 15.21; Acts 23.29) 

     b)  The worthiness of a house or city was in reference to their reception.  (Matt. 10.14) 

 

I.  SOME WILL BE RECEPTIVE 

     A.  MATTHEW 10.13:  “If the household is worthy, let your peace come upon it.” 

           1.  As the twelve disciples entered into a town, they were to find someone who would  

                allow them to stay with them.  (Mark 6.10; Luke 9.4) 

           2.  “Let your peace come upon it”  Idiomatic expression of a greeting.   

     B.  There are some who will be interested in hearing the gospel.  (1 Cor. 15.1-8) 

           1.  The Corinthians received the message preached by Paul.  (1 Cor. 15.1,3) 

           2.  To be receptive, they need to first hear.  (Acts 18.4,5; 1 Cor. 15.1-3) 

           3.  To be receptive, they need to be persuaded.  (Acts 18.4,13; 2 Tim. 4.2) 

                a)  Persuaded by using the word of God as proof.  (1 Cor. 15.3,4)  

                b)  Persuaded by empirical evidence.  (Heb. 11.1; 1 Cor. 15.5-8; Phil. 2.14,15)  

           4.  To be receptive, they need to believe.  (Acts 18.8; 1 Thes. 2.13; Heb. 4.2) 

 

II.  SOME WILL BE UNRECEPTIVE TO THE GOSPEL 

     A.  MATTHEW 10.13:  “But if it is not worthy, let your peace return to you.”   

           1.  Idiomatic expression possibly indicating that we are not to be discouraged. 

           2.  MATTHEW 10.14:  “And whoever will not receive you nor hear your words… 

                shake off the dust from your feet.”  

                a)  It was a symbolic gesture.  (Mark 6.11) 

                b)  They were innocent of the condemnation that was coming.  (Acts 18.6; 20.26,27) 

     B.  There are some who will not be interested in hearing the gospel.   

           1.  Receptive or not, we are to preach the word to everyone.  (Ezek. 3.4-9,18,19) 

           2.  Some do not take the gospel seriously.  (Matt. 22.5) 

           3.  Some are too busy.  (Matt. 22.5) 

           4.  Some are hostile to the message.  (Matt. 22.6) 

     C.  The judgment on those who will not be receptive.   

           1.  MATTHEW 10.15:  “Assuredly, I say to you, it will be more tolerable for the land of  

                Sodom and Gomorrah in the day of judgment than for that city!” 

           2.  What was the sin of Sodom and Gomorrah?  (2 Pet. 2.6; Jude 7) 

           3.  Why would the day of judgement be more tolerable for Sodom and Gomorrah than for  

                those who were unreceptive to the gospel?  (Matt. 11.23,24) 


