
THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST 

JOHN 20 
 

INTRODUCTION:  

1.  After Jesus was crucified, Joseph and Nicodemas brought Jesus 

to a garden and laid Him in a tomb.  (John 19.38-42)   

2.  John 20 records the resurrection of Jesus.  [Read] 
 

I.  PROOF OF HIS RESURRECTION 

     A.  The stone rolled away proved His resurrection. 

           1.  JOHN 20.1:  “the stone had been taken away from the  

                tomb.”  (cf. Matt. 28.1,2; Mark 16.1-4; Luke 24,1,2) 

           2.  How did this large stone get moved? 

     B.  The linen cloths remained in the tomb. 

           1.  JOHN 20.5:  “saw the linen cloths lying there; yet he did  

                not go in.”  John saw the linen cloths.  (cf. John 19.40) 

           2.  JOHN 20.6,7:  “went into the tomb; and he saw the linen  

                cloths lying there.”  Peter investigated the linen cloths. 

           3.  JOHN 20.8:  “went in also; and he saw and believed.”   

                John came in and figured it out. 

      C.  The body of Jesus was missing.   

           1.  Did His enemies steal the body?  (Matt. 27.64) 

           2.  Did the disciples steal the body?  (Matt. 28.11-15) 
 

II.  POWER OF HIS RESURRECTION 

     A.  The resurrection of Jesus gives us the hope of heaven. 

           1.  1 PETER 1.3:  “has begotten us again to a living hope”  

           2.  We have the hope of transformation.  (Phil. 3.21) 

           3.  We have the hope of eternal life.  (Titus 1.2) 

           4.  Why?  “the resurrection of Jesus Christ.”  (1 Pet. 1.3)  

     B.  The resurrection of Jesus gives us the hope of salvation. 

           1.  1 PETER 3.21:  “There is also an antitype which now  

                saves us—baptism…”  Keep this in it’s context. 

           2.  Contextually, Peter compares baptism with the flood that  

                saved Noah and his family.  (1 Pet. 3.20; Gen. 6.5) 

           3.  Just as the flood waters washed away the corruption in  

                the world, so baptism washes us of all sin.  (Acts 22.16) 

           2.  Why?  “the resurrection of Jesus Christ”  (1 Pet. 3.21) 
 

CONCLUSION:   MARK 16.16:  “He who believes and is baptized 

will be saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned.” 
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A GIVING ATTITUDE 
 

     Jesus was an example of giving.  In reference to His life ending 

on the cross of Calvary, Jesus said, “No one takes it from Me, but I 

lay it down of Myself”  (John 10.18).  To the elders of the church at 

Ephesus, Paul quoted Christ as saying, “It is more blessed to give 

than to receive”  (Acts 20.35).   

     In the current state of the economy, with high unemployment and 

record numbers going on welfare, it is hard to emulate the giving 

attitude of Christ.  With so many trying to just get by, it is easy to 

let slip the responsibility of giving.  Paul commanded the brethren 

in Corinth, as he also did in the churches of Galatia, that when they 

come together to “lay something aside”  Cor. 16.2).  How does the 

Christian give on the first day of the week in such difficult times?  It 

is all about attitude. 

     The Macedonian Christians were also experiencing difficult 

times.  These brethren were praised by Paul and used as an example 

because “in a great trial of affliction the abundance of their joy and 

their deep poverty abounded in the riches of their liberality”  (2 Cor. 

8.2).  How were these Macedonians able to give so liberally even in 

“their deep poverty”?  Paul explains:  “they first gave themselves to 

the Lord”  (v. 5).  When you and I are committed to serving God we 

will be willing and able to give as we have been commanded.      CLP   
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THE MOST DIFFICULT PASSAGE IN THE BIBLE 

MATTHEW 27:46 
 

INTRODUCTION:  

1.  The most difficult passage in the Bible is the one that directs 

our attention to the suffering of our Lord. 

2.  MATTHEW 27.45:  “Now from the sixth hour until the ninth 

hour there was darkness over all the land.”   

     a)  In the Jewish calendar, this is between noon and three. 

     b)  Darkness (skotos):  Literally, “shadiness”  (cf. Luke 23.45) 

3.  This is the most difficult passage because of what it means. 
 

I.  JESUS CRIED TO GOD 

     A.  MATTHEW 27.46:  “And about the ninth hour Jesus cried  

           out with a loud voice” 

           1.  “Cried out”  (anaboao):  Ana – “up”; Boao – “cry for  

                help.”  Jesus cried to God asking for help.  (Matt. 27.50) 

           2.  “Loud voice” (megas phone):  Like a megaphone. 

     B.  Jesus wanted the help of His Father.  (Ps. 13.1-3) 
 

II.  JESUS ASKED A QUESTION 

     A.  MATTHEW 27.46:  “My God, My God, why…?” 

           1.  What did Jesus do to deserve suffering and death?   

           2.  He did nothing.  (2 Cor. 5.21; Heb. 4.15; Luke 23.4) 

     B.  Jesus wanted to know why God did this to Him.  (Ps. 43.2) 
 

III.  JESUS FELT REJECTED BY GOD 

     A.  MATTHEW 27.46:  “Why have You forsaken Me?” 

           1.  Translated (hermeneuo):  Hermeneutics, the study of  

                Bible interpretation.  (Mark 15.34) 

           2.  Forsaken (egkataleipo):  Literally, to leave when one is  

                in a condition of being down.   

     B.  Jesus wanted to know why God abandoned Him.  (Ps. 74.1) 
 

IV.  JESUS FELT ALONE 

     A.  MATTHEW 27.46:  “My God, My God” 

           1.  Where was God when Jesus needed Him?   

           2.  He helped Him in the garden.  (Matt. 26.38; Luke 22.43) 

     B.  Jesus was not the first one to ever feel this way. 

           1.  Job felt alone.  (Job. 23.1-9) 

           2.  David felt that way.  (Ps. 22.1,2,11,19) 
      

CONCLUSION:    Jesus went through it all for you and me. 

SAVED TO THE UTTERMOST 
 

     In Hebrews 7, the writer makes two points.  First, he shows that Christ 

is not a high priest under the law of Moses and the Aaronic priesthood, but 

the order of Melchizedek  (Heb. 7.11-22).  Second, the writer shows that 

Christ is a high priest forever  (Heb. 7.23,24).  To these points he then 

draws a conclusion:  “Therefore He is able to save to the uttermost those 

who come to God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession 

for them”  (Heb. 7.25).    

     Jesus is able to save to the uttermost.  The word “uttermost” comes 

from a Greek word which translates two root words:  The first word is one 

that translates into “all.”  The second word is one that translates into 

“perfect.”  Literally, uttermost is referring to the perfection of the finished 

product.  When the priests under the law of Moses would offer sacrifices, 

they could never “make those who approach perfect”  (Heb. 10.1).  

However, the end result of the sacrifice of Christ is the perfection of those 

who are saved by it.  There is no more work that He needs to do to make 

those who obey the gospel perfect.  There are no sins that the blood of 

Christ does not cover.  There is no residue of wickedness that requires a 

second sacrifice.  The salvation that comes as a result of the sacrifice of 

Christ is to the uttermost.  

     Everyone is not automatically saved through His sacrifice.  There are 

conditions.  The writer goes on to explain, “Therefore He is able to save 

to the uttermost those who come to God through Him”  (Heb. 7.25).  It is 

like the barber who was an atheist and the preacher who were walking 

down the sidewalk talking.  When the barber saw all the homeless he said, 

“See, that’s why I don’t believe in God.  If there was a God He wouldn’t 

let people suffer like this.” After a little while, the preacher saw a man 

whose hair was long and unkempt.  The preacher then said, “See, this is 

why I don’t believe in barbers.  If there were barbers in this world, they 

would never let a man go with hair like that.”  The barber quickly 

countered, “Just because of the state of his hair doesn’t mean that there are 

no barbers.  If he would come into my shop and sit in my chair, I would 

be more than happy to clean him up.”  To that the preacher said, “Exactly.  

The fact that there are people who are suffering does not mean that God 

does not exist.  If people would come to him and surrender their lives to 

His will, He would take care of them.”  Jesus saves to the uttermost, but 

only when one is willing to come to God through Him and submit to His 

plan of salvation  (John 14.6).   

     There is no sin that Jesus cannot forgive.  There is no soul that Jesus 

cannot save except the ones who refuse to come to Him.  But if we give 

our lives to His will, Jesus is able to save us to the uttermost.        CLP  


