
THE BOOK OF HEBREWS:  THE MESSENGER AND HIS MESSAGE 

HEBREWS 1:4-2:4 

 

INTRODUCTION:    

1.  Hebrews was written to those struggling to remain faithful.   

2.  The first chapter introduces us to Jesus as God’s Messenger to 

whom we must listen. 

     a)  We must listen to Jesus because He is God’s Prophet. 

     b)  We must listen to Jesus because of His Power. 

     c)  We must listen to Jesus because of His Priesthood. 
 

I.  THE MESSENGER 

     A.  We must listen to Jesus because of His Position. 

           1.  HEBREWS 1.3:  “sat down at the right hand of the  

                Majesty on high” Jesus is positioned at God’s right hand. 

           2.  Jesus is Majesty sitting next to God who is also Majesty.   

                (1 Tim. 1.17; Rev. 17.14; Heb. 1.13; 8.1; 10.12; 12.2)  

     B.  We must listen to Jesus because of His Prestige. 

           1.  HEBREWS 1.4:  “having become so much better than the  

                angels…obtained a more excellent name than they.”        

           2.  He has “the name which is above every name” (Phil. 2.9) 

           3.  HEBREWS 1.5-8:  He has the name “Son.”   

           4.  HEBREWS 1.8,9:  He has the name “God.” 

           5.  HEBREWS 1.10:  He is the name “Lord”   
 

II.  THE MESSAGE 

     A.  HEBREWS 2.1:  “Therefore we must give the more earnest  

              heed to the things we have heard, lest we drift away.” 

           1.  “Therefore” connect the message to the Messenger. 

           2.  “Drift” suggests being slowly carried away. 

     B.  HEBREWS 2.2:  “Now if the word spoken through angels...” 

           1.  The Old Testament came through angels.  (Acts 7.30,53) 

           2.  HEBREWS 2.3:  But this great salvation “first began to  

                be spoke by the Lord”  (Heb. 1.2; impersonal agency) 

           3.  HEBREWS 2.4:  “God also bearing witness…”  

     C.  Consider the characteristics of this message. 

           1.  The message was credible.  (Heb. 2.2) 

           2.  The message was communicated.  (Heb. 2.3) 

           3.  The message was about conversion.  (Heb. 2.3) 

           4.  The message was confirmed.  (Heb. 2.3)   
 

CONCLUSION:   The Bible is God’s message for salvation. 
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DO YOU BELIEVE IN PRAYER? 
 

     What are your wildest dreams?  Do you have desires that you 

know you could never achieve even if you lived ten lifetimes?  God 

can make dreams come true. 

     We find that thought in Ephesians 3.20.  It is there that Paul 

writes, “Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly 

above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in 

us.”   

     Notice, first that this passage references the things that we ask.  

These are things we know that we need or want.  We approach God 

and ask Him for things we cannot obtain on our own.  We might ask 

for better health for us or our loved ones.  We might ask for an 

escape out of the problems in our lives.  Notice, second that there 

are things that we do not know that we need or want.  There are 

some things we may not even pray about because we do not even 

think it is possible.   

     Now think about all the things you want to ask God.  Think about 

all the things you believe are outside of the realm of possibility.  

Ephesians 3.20 says that God is “able to do exceeding abundantly 

above” those things.  Even those things that are in our wildest 

dreams, God can not only do those things for us, but He can go 

beyond them.  And He will if those things are within the His will  (1 

John 5.14,15).               CLP 
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WHY YOUR PRAYERS ARE EFFECTIVE 

JAMES 5:16 

 

INTRODUCTION:  

1.  Your prayers are effective. 

     a)  1 THESSALONIANS 5.16-18:  A life that is joyous and filled  

     b)  JAMES 5.16:  The prayers of one who is right with God as a  

2.  What make our prayers so effective?   
 

I.  GOD LISTENS TO US 

     A.  God leans in our direction to listen to us when we pray.   

           1.  PSALM 86.1:  “Bow down Your ear, O LORD, hear me;   

                for I am poor and needy.”  (cf. Ps. 17.6; 31.2; 102.2) 

           2.  PSALM 86.6:  “Give ear, O LORD, to my prayer; and  

                attend to the voice of my supplications.” 

     B.  Who is God?  The Creator!   

           1.  God spoke the world into existence.  (Ps. 33.6) 

           2.  Is there anything to hard?  (Gen. 18.14; Eph. 3.20) 

           3.  The One who created everything listens.  (Jer. 32.17) 
 

II.  JESUS MEDIATES FOR US 

     A.  Jesus is our Advocate when we pray.  (1 Tim. 2.5)   

           1.  He can relate to God.  (John 1.1; Phil. 2.6; Heb. 1.3) 

           2.  He can relate to man.  (John 1.14; Phil. 2.6; Heb. 2.14) 

           3.  Jesus is sitting at the right hand of God talking to God on  

                our behalf. (1 Tim. 2.1; Heb.9.24; 1 John 2.1; Rom. 8.34)   

     B.  Who is Jesus?  The Creator!  (Col. 1.16) 
 

III.  THE HOLY SPIRIT INTERCEDES FOR US 

     A.  The Holy Spirit interprets us when we pray. 

           1.  ROMANS 8.26:  “The Spirit also helps”  

           2.  ROMANS 8.27:  God “knows the mind of the Spirit” 

     B.  Who is the Holy Spirit?  The Creator!  (Gen. 1.2; Job 33.4) 
 

IV.  THE ANGELS MINISTER TO US 

     A.  The angels are sent by to God answer our prayers. 

           1.  HEBREWS 1.14:  “ministering spirits”   

           2.  1 PETER 3.22:  They are sent by Jesus. 

     B.  How do angels minister to us? 

          1.  The help us in death.  (Luke 16.22) 

          2.  They help us in life.  (Ps. 91.11-16) 
 

CONCLUSION:   Are you praying without ceasing? 

HEAVENLY CITIZENSHIP 
 

     With COVID altering our way of life as we wear masks, practice 

social distancing, and stock up on necessities, we are reminded of 

the every changing world in which we live.  From our language, to 

our culture, to our philosophy, to our technology, with each 

generation there are grand societal transformations.  With each 

generation there is a curiosity of what it was like to live in previous 

generations.  What was it like to live without television?  What was 

it like to live without computers?  What was it like to live without 

cell phones and tablets?   

     Society has changed exponentially over the years, but several 

constants remain.  First, the nature of man is still unchanged.  After 

being on the earth for more than 5000 years and living through 

countless changes in the political, social, cultural, and even religious 

climate, man is still the same.  He needs for companionship still 

remain the same  (Gen. 2.18).  His search for meaning and happiness 

are also unchanged  (Ecc. 12.13,14).  His weakness of giving into 

temptation in violation of the laws of his nature (Rom. 2.14), still 

get him into trouble even after centuries of time (Rom. 3.23). 

     Second of all, and this is perhaps the most important, God does 

not change.  God told Israel, “I am the LORD, I do not change.”  

(Mal. 3.6).  In the epistle of James, God is described as One “with 

whom there is no variation or shadow of turning”  (James 1.17).  

While shadows change in shape and direction as the earth rotates, 

God does not change.  

     Because our culture has changed, man has become more tolerant 

of sin and has taken on more of an entitlement mindset believing he 

has the right to do that which God had previously condemned.  

Therefore, he assumes that God would have changed as well.  God, 

at one time, condemned drunkenness, one may argue, but times have 

changed.  Certainly, God would be more understanding of such 

things in our modern culture. 

     Indeed, times have changed.  But God has not.  As man is still 

trying to get away with and justify his sinful actions, so also is God 

still holding men accountable to His standard of righteousness  (John 

12.48).   

     How comforting to know that when we face God in judgment we 

need not worry about God changing the rules.  Even before time 

began, God promised eternal life to His faithful, and that is a 

promise He will keep.  (Heb. 6.17-20)        CLP 


