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MATTHEW 13.1-23 

 

INTRODUCTION: 

1.  How important is it to hear, understand, and be receptive to the gospel?  (Rom. 10.14-17) 

2.  Jesus begins this parable after having been confronted by the scribes and Pharisees. 

     a)  They falsely accused the disciples of violating the Sabbath.  (Matt. 12.1-8) 

     b)  They plotted to kill Him for healing a man on the Sabbath.  (Matt. 12.9-21) 

     c)  They accused Him of using the power of Satan to cast out demons.  (Matt. 12.22-37) 

     d)  They were constantly requesting signs without any intention of believing.  (Matt. 12.38ff) 
 

I.  THE SETTING OF THE PARABLE 

     A.  Jesus had been confronted by the scribes and Pharisees. 

           1.  MATTHEW 13.13:  “because seeing they do not see”  Although they saw Jesus  

                perform powerful miracles, they could not perceive their meaning.  (John 15.36) 

           2.  MATTHEW 13.13:  “hearing they do not hear, nor do they understand.”  Although  

                they could hear the message of Jesus, they did not understand the meaning. 

           3.  Jesus quotes a prophecy and applies it to the scribes and Pharisees. 

                a)  MATTHEW 13.14:  “And in them the prophecy of Isaiah is fulfilled” 

                b)  In Isaiah 6, Isaiah is sent to deliver a message, but was warned that the people  

                     would not see or hear what he had to say.  (Isa. 6.9,10) 

     B.  What caused the Pharisees to not see and hear Jesus?   

           1.  MATTHEW 13.15:  “For the hearts of this people have grown dull.”  It all comes down  

                to the condition of their heart.  Because of their heart… 

                a)  “Their ears are hard of hearing, And their eyes they have closed” 

                b)  They made the choice to close their hearts and minds to the truth. 

           2.  MATTHEW 13.15:  “Lest they should understand with their hearts and turn, So that I  

                should heal them.”  Jesus wanted them to be saved!  (cf. 1 Tim. 2.4; 2 Pet. 3.9) 
 

II.  THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE PARABLE 

     A.  This is a parable about hearing.   

           1.  MATTHEW 13.19:  “When anyone hears the word of the kingdom” 

           2.  MATTHEW 13.20:  “this is he who hears the word”  

           3.  MATTHEW 13.22:  “he who hears the word” 

           4.  MATTHEW 13.23:  “he who hears the word” 

     B.  Without hearing this parable, it would be impossible to hear and understand all other  

           parables.  It all begins with having an open and receptive heart.  (Mark 4.13) 
 

III.  THE STORY OF THE PARABLE 

      A.  MATTHEW 13.3:  “Then He spoke many things to them in parables, saying: “Behold, a  

               sower went out to sow.”  A sower would not plant seeds, but scatter seeds. 

           1.  Some were scattered onto the walkway.  (Matt. 13.4) 

           2.  Some were scattered onto stony ground.  (Matt. 13.5) 

           3.  Some were scattered onto shallow ground.  (Matt. 13.6) 

           4.  Some were scattered among thorns.  (Matt. 13.7) 

           5.  Some were scattered on good ground.  (Matt. 13.8) 

     B.  The story of the parable tells of the heart’s reception to the word.  (Luke 8.11)   


