
WEDNESDAY NIGHT BIBLE CLASS 

MATTHEW 8:18-22 

MAY 1, 2019 

 

INTRODUCTION: 

1.  Jesus had no lack of followers.  Why did the great multitudes follow Jesus?   

     a)  They followed Him because He healed them.  (John 6.1,2)   

     b)  They followed Him because He fed them.  (John 6.26,27) 

     c)  They followed Him because He taught them.  (Matt. 4.23-25) 

     d)  They followed Him because He amazed them.  (Luke 23.8)    

2.  MATTHEW 8.18-22:  Jesus show us to true meaning of discipleship.   

 

I.  FOLLOWING JESUS INVOLVES SACRIFICE 

     A.  MATTHEW 8.19:  “Then a certain scribe came”  (cf. Luke 9.57) 

           1.  A scribe was a man of the Law, a lawyer.  (Matt. 22.35; Mark 12.28; Luke 7.30) 

           2.  MATTHEW 8.20:  “And Jesus said to him, ‘Foxes have holes and birds of the air have  

                nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head.’” 

                a)  Foxes use burrows for sleep, food storage, and protection. 

                b)  Nest (kataskenoo):  Kata – “down”;  Skenoo – “to reside.”  A place to rest. 

     B.  Jesus requires the disciples of Jesus to sacrifice.   

           1.  LUKE 9.23:  “Then He said to them all, ‘If anyone desires to come after Me, let him  

                deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow Me.’” 

           2.  The rich man was expected to give up all his possessions.  (Luke 19.20-22) 

           3.  Few are willing to sacrifice to follow Jesus.  (Matt. 13.20-22) 

           3.  What sacrifices do you and I make as disciples of Jesus?  (Eph. 4.25-30) 

                 a)  Sacrifice your feelings of anger to offer forgiveness.  (Eph. 4.25-27) 

                 b)  Sacrifice your material possessions to help those in need.  (Eph. 4.28) 

                 c)  Sacrifice what you want to say to say what is needed.  (Eph. 4.29) 

                 d)  Sacrifice what you want to do, and do what is commanded.  (Eph. 4.30) 

 

II.  FOLLOWING JESUS INVOLVES SEPARATION 

     A.  MATTHEW 8.21:  “Then another of His disciples said to Him” 

           1.  This was in response to Jesus.  (Luke 9.59) 

           2.  MATTHEW 8.21:  “Lord, let me first go and bury my father.”   

                a)  This man is a caregiver and responsible for his aged father who will soon die. 

                b)  This man’s father passed away, and he need to attend to the funeral arrangements. 

                c)  More likely the second possibility.  (John 12.7; 19.40) 

           3.  MATTHEW 8.22:  “Follow Me, and let the dead bury their own dead.”   

                a)  Jesus calls on the disciple to have faith.  Your father will be taken care of. 

                b)  Jesus calls on the disciple to prioritize.  LUKE 9.60:  “But you go preach” 

                c)  Jesus calls on the disciple to separate.  The dead will bury the dead. 

     B.  Jesus requires a separation from the world to be a disciple.  (Luke 14.25-33)   

           1.  If you put family before Jesus, you cannot be disciple.  (Luke 14.25-27) 

                a)  Taking care of family is a Christian responsibility.  (1 Tim. 5.3,4; 1 Pet. 1.1,2) 

                b)  When do we put Christ before family?  Priorities, toleration, etc.  

           2.  To be a disciple, you need to count the cost.  (Luke 14.28-33) 


