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MATTHEW 15:29-39 

JANUARY 8, 2020 

 

INTRODUCTION: 

1.  MATTHEW 15.28:  “Then Jesus answered and said to her, ‘O woman, great is your faith!’” 

     a)  The Person of Jesus.  MATTHEW 15.22:  “Lord, Son of David.”  (Matt. 1.6; Rom. 1.3)   

     b)  The Pity of Jesus.  MATTHEW 15.22:  “Have mercy on me.”  (Matt. 5.7; 9.13; Luke 6.36)   

     c)  The Power of Jesus.  MATTHEW 15.22:  “My daughter is severely demon-possessed.” 

     d)  The Position of Jesus.  MATTHEW 15.25:  “She came and worshipped Him.”  (Matt. 4.10) 

     e)  The Plan of Jesus.  MATTHEW 15.27:  “Yes, Lord, yet even the little dogs eat the crumbs  

           which fall from their masters’ table.”  (cf. Mark 7.29) 

2.  Matthew 15.29ff tells introduces the account of Jesus feeding the four thousand by laying out  

     the circumstances which led to the multitude coming to Jesus.   

 

I.  JESUS FEELS FOR MY HARDSHIP 

     A.  MATTHEW 15.29:  “Jesus departed from there, skirted the Sea of Galilee, and went up on  

           the mountain and sat down there.”  We can turn to Mark to learn where Jesus went. 

           1.  MARK 7.31:  “Again, departing from the region of Tyre and Sidon, He came through  

                    the midst of the region of Decapolis to the Sea of Galilee.”  

           2.  Decapolis (deca – “ten”; polis – “city.”)  Ten cities which comprise the region  

                southeast of the Sea of Galilee.  (two exceptions)   

                a)  Scythopolis was located west of the Jordan.  (Col. 3.11) 

                b)  Damascus was located in southern Syria and under the rule of King Aretas of the  

                     Nabateans (Arab nation; 1 Cor. 11.32).  Most known for Saul’s travel.  (Acts 9) 

                c)  Through these cities had a Jewish population, they were mostly Gentile. 

          3.  Jesus left the region of Sidon and Tyre and passed the east coast of the Sea of Galilee  

               through the region of Decapolis to arrive at the mountain.  

     B.  MATTHEW 15.30,31:  “Then great multitudes came to Him, having with them the lame,  

           blind, mute, maimed, and many others…and He healed them.”   

           1.  MARK 7.32:  “Then they brought to Him one who was deaf and had an impediment” 

                a)  Impediment (mogis – “difficult”; laleo – “to talk”)  Literally, difficulty talking. 

                b)  MARK 7.35:  “impediment” (desmos):  “a bond; shackle”  Tongue-tied. 

                c)  MARK 7.32:  “and they begged Him to put His hand on him.”  (parakaleo) 

           2.  MARK 7.33:  He put His fingers in his ear and His saliva on his tongue. 

           3.  MARK 7.34:  “Then, looking to heaven, He sighed.”  (stenazo – “grief”; Heb. 13.17) 

     C.  How does Jesus feel about our difficulties?  (Heb. 12.1,2) 
 

II.  JESUS FEELS FOR MY HUNGER 

     A.  Why did Jesus feed the hungry? 

           1.  MATTHEW 15.32:  “I have compassion on the multitude.”  (Mark 8.1,2) 

           2.  Compassion (splagchnizomai):  Literally, “spleen”  A feeling from the bowels. 

           3.  Jesus did not choose to feel compassion.  He was overtaken by it.  (passive voice) 

     B.  MATTHEW 5.6:  “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness” 

           1.  We live in a time of spiritual famine.  (Amos 8.11; Rom. 10.17) 

           2.  MATTHEW 5.6:  “For they shall be filled.”  (Isa. 55.1,2; John 6.48-51,63) 

   


