
BE HUMBLE 

1 PETER 5:5-7 
 

INTRODUCTION:  

1.  1 Peter was written by Peter to Christians who were persecuted 

and scattered because of their faith.  (1 Pet. 1.1; 4.16) 

2.  In the last chapter, Peter addresses our need for humility. 
 

I.  LESSONS FROM THE SCRIBES AND PHARISEES 

     A.  The Pharisees had a heart of intimidation.  

           1.  MATTHEW 23.4:  “They bind heavy burdens, hard to  

                bear, and lay them on men’s shoulders”   

           2.  We are not to look down on those who make mistakes,  

                but to help them.  (Gal. 6.1,2) 

     B.  The Pharisees had a heart of condescension. 

           1.  MATTHEW 23.4:  “…but they themselves would not  

                move them with one of their fingers.”   

           2.  Do we see ourselves as too good.  (Gal. 6.3) 

     C.  The Pharisees were looking for recognition. 

           1.  MATTHEW 23.5:  “But all their works they do to be seen  

                by men.”  They wanted to be seen as righteous. 

           2.  In contrast, we are be humble.  (Matt. 23.11,12) 

     D.  The Pharisees were condemned.  (Matt. 23.13ff) 
 

II.  LESSONS FROM KING UZZIAH 

     A.  Uzziah was a great king who was blessed by God until he  

            was overcome with pride.  (2 Chr. 26.1,4,16) 

     B.  His pride caused him to commit other sins.  

           1.  2 CHRONICLES 26.16:  “He transgressed…” 

           2.  Pride will lead us into sin.  (1 John 2.16) 

     C.  His pride caused him to lose favor with God. 

           1.  2 CHRONICLES 26.19,20:  “The LORD had struck him.”    

           2.  Pride will cause us to lose favor with God.   
 

III.  HOW CAN I BE MORE HUMBLE 

     A.  Be humble by loving everyone the same.  (Phil. 2.2) 

     B.  Be humble by serving everyone.  (Phil. 2.3) 

     C.  Be humble by giving yourself.  (Phil. 2.4) 

     D.  Be humble by thinking like Jesus.  (Phil. 2.5) 

     E.  Be humble by letting God exalt you.  (Phil. 2.9) 
 

CONCLUSION:   Christians are to humble themselves. 
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NEVER GIVE UP 
 

     In 2 Samuel 23, we read about a man named Eleazar, the son of 

Dodo.  (2 Sam. 23.9,10).  In these verses, we read that he went to 

battle against the Philistines and the rest of the men retreated.  We 

also read that when the battle was over, the people returned, and they 

started gathering up the spoils.   

     People haven’t changed that much, have they?  When there is a 

battle to be fought they run away, and when there are spoils to be 

gathered they want to be sure to get their share.  How common it is 

that when there is work to be done we scatter and leave the work to 

only a few, but when there is praise to be given, the very ones who 

scattered are now willing to share in the glory?  

     We need to keep fighting even when we are fighting the battles 

alone.  There are battles over doctrinal issues.  There are battles in our 

interpersonal relationships.  There are battles in the home.  Do you 

feel that no one else seems to care, and you are working alone  (Rom. 

11.3; 2 Tim. 4.7)?   

     Sometimes we feel like we are all alone, but in realty we are not  

(Rom. 11.4).  You may not realize that there are others behind the 

scenes quietly working, making phone calls, having studies, and you 

are not even aware of it.  No matter the situation, we can learn from 

the example of Eleazar, and never give up  (Gal. 6.10).    CLP 
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BE HUMBLE 

1 PETER 5:5 

 

INTRODUCTION:    

1.  The opposite of humility is something that ought to be a cause 

of great concern.  Pride is the source of many of our problems. 

2.  PROVERBS 16.18:  “Pride goes before destruction, And a 

haughty spirit before a fall.” 
 

I.  THE PROBLEM WITH PRIDE 

     A.  Nebuchadnezzar is an example of what pride can do. 

           1.  DANIEL 4.28-30:  “I have built,”  “my mighty power,”   

                “the honor of my majesty.”  

           2.  DANIEL 4.31-33:  Because of pride, Nebuchadnezzar  

                was plagued with insanity for seven years.       

           3.  DANIEL 4.37:  His humbling experience caused him to  

                give glory to God. 

     B.  The problems that pride can cause. 

           1.  Pride caused problems in heaven.  (2 Pet. 2.4; Jude 6) 

           2.  Pride caused problems on earth.  (Gen. 3.5,17-19) 

           3.  Pride caused problems for Christ.  (Matt. 27.18) 

           4.  Pride causes problems in the church.  (1 Cor.1.12; 4.6) 

           5.  Pride will cause problems for you.  (Prov. 6.16,17) 
 

II.  UNRAVELING THE TEXT 

     A.  An explanation of humility.   

           1.  Humility (tapeinophrosune):  It is the idea of thinking of  

                yourself as inferior to others.  (Phil. 2.3) 

           2.  It is a mindset that you apply to yourself rather than  

                something that is done to you.  (1 Pet. 5.5,6)   

     B.  An example of humility. 

           1.  Jesus came in the flesh.  (2 Cor. 8.9; Phil. 2.7) 

           2.  Jesus showed compassion.  (Luke 4.18-21) 

           3.  Jesus in our intercessor.  (Heb. 8.1,2; 9.24) 

     C.  An encouragement to be humble. 

           1.  We are encouraged to be humble by submitting to one  

                another.  (1 Pet. 5.5; cf. 1 Pet. 2.13,18; 3.1,7) 

           2.  We are encouraged to be humble by submitting ourselves  

                to God.  (1 Pet. 5.6)               
 

CONCLUSION:  Pride can prevent us from obeying the gospel. 

 

THE NIGHT BEFORE JESUS CAME 
Unknown 

 

 

'Twas the night before Jesus came and all through the house 

Not a creature was praying, not one in the house. 

Their Bibles were lain on the shelf without care 

In hopes that Jesus would not come there. 
 

The children were dressing to crawl into bed. 

Not once ever kneeling or bowing a head. 

And Mom in her rocker with baby on her lap 

Was watching the Late Show while I took a nap. 
 

When out of the East there arose such a clatter. 

I sprang to my feet to see what was the matter. 

Away to the window I flew like a flash, 

Tore open the shutters and threw up the sash! 
 

When what to my wondering eyes should appear 

But angels proclaiming that Jesus was here. 

With a light like the sun sending forth a bright ray 

I knew in a moment this must be THE DAY! 
 

The light of His face made me cover my head 

It was Jesus! returning just like He had said. 

And though I possessed worldly wisdom and wealth, 

I cried when I saw Him in spite of myself. 
 

In the Book of Life which He held in His hand 

Was written the name of every saved man. 

He spoke not a word as He searched for my name; 

When He said "it's not here" my head hung in shame. 
 

The people whose names had been written with love 

He gathered to take to His Father above. 

With those who were ready He rose without a sound. 

While all the rest were left standing around. 
 

I fell to my knees, but it was too late; 

I had waited too long and thus sealed my fate. 

I stood and I cried as they rose out of sight; 

Oh, if only I had been ready tonight. 
‘ 

In the words of this poem the meaning is clear; 

The coming of Jesus is drawing near. 

There's only one life and when comes the last call 

We'll find that the Bible was true after all!   


