
ARE YOU WEARING THE YOKE OF JESUS? 
 

     We are still expected to obey the commandments of God.  

However, our salvation is not reliant on perfect law keeping.  

Because of the blood of Christ, making a mistake will not doom us 

to eternal condemnation if we have an attitude of humility and 

contrition (Isa. 57.15; 2 Cor. 7.10,11; 1 John 1.7).  The ability to 

maintain a relationship with God despite our mistakes makes the 

yoke of Christ easy.   

     Second, there was the yoke of tradition.  The scribes had 

hundreds of traditions extrapolated from the Law of Moses.  These 

traditions were taught by the scribes and enforced by the Pharisees.  

All throughout the ministry of Jesus, He and His disciples were 

condemned because they dared violate these traditions  (Mark 7.1-

5).  In a scathing rebuke, Jesus said that the scribes and Pharisees 

“bind heavy burdens, hard to bear, and lay them on men’s 

shoulders; but they themselves will not move them with one of their 

fingers”  (Matt. 23.4).   

     There is nothing wrong with having traditions.  However, we do 

not have the right to turn manmade traditions into law and require 

others to obey them.  Some will even elevate traditions above the 

very laws of Christ ignoring the Bible in order to keep their 

traditions  (Mark 7.6-13).  By binding traditions on others is to put 

a yoke on their necks which are hard to bear (Matt. 23.4). 

     Third, there was the yoke of sin.  Paul refers to the “law of sin 

and death”  (Rom.  8.2).  Just as with the Law of Moses and the 

laws of tradition, the law of sin and death puts a yoke on our necks 

that is hard to bear.  Sin comes with a cost that we cannot afford to 

pay.  Jesus has “borne our griefs” and “carried our sorrows”  (Isa. 

53.4).  We are saved from our sins because “the LORD laid on Him 

the iniquity of us all”  (Isa. 53.6).  Because of His death, burial, and 

resurrection, Jesus has cast off the yoke of sin making us truly free 

from spiritual bondage (John 8.34-36).  Is it any wonder that Jesus 

describes His yoke as “easy” and “light.”  (Matt. 11.30).   

     Bearing the yoke of Christ by following His teachings is not easy.  

But when compared to the yoke of the Law of Moses, the yoke of 

traditions, and the yoke of sin, it is an easy and light burden to bear.  

What makes it so easy?  We are following the teachings of One who 

is “gentle and lowly in heart.”  Only when you follow Christ will 

you “find rest for your souls”  (Matt. 11.28,29).          CLP 
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LOOKING FOR SIMPLICITY 
 

     It seems that churches today have a variety of different programs 

in place to meet the needs of the members and the community.  

There are community outreach programs, marriage programs, social 

programs, and the like.  Preachers have abandoned their primary 

function to preach and have become program directors  (cf. Acts 

6.2).  Yet poll after poll indicates that people are looking for 

simplicity.    

     If you study the book of Acts and see the work of the church 

carried out, you will not find programs.  You will find simplicity. 

Caring for the needs of the brethren, reaching out to the lost, and 

lifting up the hearts of the downtrodden (Eph. 4.12), the work of the 

church was simple.  It consisted of brethren with a passion for the 

Lord doing what the Lord wanted them to do.  The result?  “Then 

the word of God spread, and the number of disciples multiplied 

greatly”  (Acts 6.7). 

     It should not surprise us.  The gospel itself is simple  (1 Cor. 1.18-

25).  It is only when we complicate the simple gospel message and 

His plan for the church that things grind to a halt.  Do not miss the 

warning of the Holy Spirit through Paul:  “But I fear, lest somehow, 

as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, so your minds may be 

corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ”  (2 Cor 11.3).       CLP 
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THE FIRST CHURCH 

1 TIMOTHY 3:15 
 

INTRODUCTION:  

1.  The first church to come into existence is the church which met 

in the city of Jerusalem.  (Acts 2.1-5,14) 

2.  Jerusalem was prophesied to be the beginning of the Lord’s 

church.  (Isa. 2.2-4; 1 Tim. 3.15) 

3.  ACTS 2.47:  “And the Lord added to the church daily those who 

were being saved.” 
 

I.  THE FIRST CHURCH WAS THE CHURCH OF CHRIST 

     A.  Culturally, some have a denominational concept of the  

           church.  What is the church of Christ?  (Rom. 16.16) 

     B.  The church in Jerusalem described. 

           1.  Peter preached a sermon showing that Jesus is the Christ,  

                the Son of God.  (Acts 2.22-24,36) 

           2.  A closer look at the sermon shows a church that  

                belonged to Christ.  (Acts 2.30,31,36,38,41,42)   

     C.  The church in Jerusalem was built on the foundation of  

           Jesus as the Christ, the Savior of the world.   

           1.  Acts 4.1-4:  They were teaching and preaching Jesus. 

           2.  Acts 4.12:  Only the name of Jesus can save. 

           3.  Acts 4.17:  They were commanded not to preach  

                anymore in the name of Jesus.    

           4.  Acts 5.25-28:  In the temple they were teaching Jesus as  

                the Christ.   (cf. Matt. 16.16-18) 
 

II.  THE FIRST CHURCH WAS COMPASSIONATE 

     A.  How was the church in Jerusalem a compassionate church?   

            1.  Acts 2.44-47:  “they had all things in common” 

                 a)  Common  (koine):  Literally shared by all. 

                 b)  Many traveled a great distance.  (Acts 2.5) 

                 c)  Brethren felt compassion for those who did not have. 

            2.  Acts 3.6,7:  Peter and John did not have money to give,  

                 but they were able to give something they did have.     

            3.  Acts 4.32-37:  The church was made up of individuals  

                 who cared for each other. 

     B.  The church is North Las Vegas needs to be compassionate. 
 

  CONCLUSION:  You can become a member of the Lord’s church. 

ARE YOU WEARING THE YOKE OF JESUS? 
 

     The yoke of Christ is a yoke easy to bear.  How do we know?  

Jesus Himself tells us, “My yoke is easy and My burden is light”  

(Matt. 11.30).  Have you ever wondered what that means?  A yoke 

in Bible times symbolized the teachings of law.  To be bound to the 

teachings of a particular doctrine, law system, or teachings of a 

religious leader was to be under a yoke.  Jesus is telling us that 

binding ourselves to the teachings of Christ and following His law 

is easy.  Easier than what?  The heavy yokes that currently burden 

them  (Matt. 11.28).  There were three of them.   

     First, there was the yoke of the Law of Moses.  The Law of 

Moses consisted of a series of laws, statutes, and regulations 

pertaining both to religious service and everyday life.  It was both a 

civil law and a religious law.  In Acts 15, a sect of the Pharisees 

insisted that Gentiles who have obeyed the gospel keep the Law of 

Moses (Acts 15.5).  The apostles got together in Jerusalem to discuss 

the matter.  It was there that Peter said, “why do you test God by 

putting a yoke on the neck of the disciples which neither our fathers 

nor we were able to bear?”  (Acts 15.10).  The Pharisees were trying 

to put the yoke of the Law of Moses onto the Gentile Christians.  

Such a yoke was too heavy to bear.   

     What makes the Law of Moses so difficult to bear?  It required 

perfect obedience.  With the exception of Christ (Heb. 4.15), no one 

in all of human history has ever succeeded in keeping the Law of 

Moses perfectly  (Rom. 3.19,20).  Those who attempt to be justified 

by keeping the Law had already failed.  The Law only reminded 

them that they were sinners  (Rom. 7.7).  After becoming guilty of 

sin (and everybody was) there was no system in place to take those 

sins away  (Heb. 10.1-4).  No wonder Paul wrote that anyone trying 

to be justified by the Law of Moses was cursed  (Gal. 3.10-12).    

     Does the Law of Christ require obedience?  Does not the Hebrew 

writer tell us that Christ “became the author of eternal salvation to 

all who obey Him”  (Heb. 5.9)?  The book of Revelation has these 

words near the end of the book:  “Blessed are those who do His 

commandments, that they may have the right to the tree of life, and 

may enter through the gates into the city”  (Rev. 22.14).  Who are 

the ones who can access the tree of life?  Who are the ones who enter 

through the gates into heaven?  Those who keep His 

commandments.          [continued on back] 

 


