
WEDNESDAY NIGHT BIBLE CLASS 

AUGUST 26, 2020 

MATTHEW 21:18-22 

 

INTRODUCTION: 

1.  Jesus believed in the power and effectiveness of prayer. 

     a)  Jesus taught us about prayer.  (Luke 11.1; 18.1) 

     b)  Jesus practiced prayer in His own life.  (Luke 9.18,28,29) 

2.  In a powerful miraculous display, Jesus teaches us about an important and necessary  

     component of our prayers.  [Read Matthew 21:18-21] 

 

I.  THE MIRACLE OF JESUS 

     A.  There is a chronology. 

           1.  MATTHEW 21.18:  “Now in the morning, as He returned to the city, He was hungry.” 

           2.  Chronologically, these events happened over a period of three days.   

                a)  Day 1:  Jesus comes into Jerusalem on the back of a donkey.  (Mark 11.11) 

                b)  Day 2:  Jesus curses the fig tree and then cleanses the temple.  (Mark 11.12-15) 

                c)  Day 3:  The disciples noticed that the fig tree was withered.  (Mark 11.20,21) 

     B.  There is a curse. 

           1.  MATTHEW 21.19:  “And seeing a fig tree by the road, He came to it and found nothing  

               on it but leaves”  (cf. Mark 11.13) 

               a)  MARK 11.13:  “for it was not the season for figs.”  (cf. Gen. 3.7) 

               b)  Leaves indicated the presence of premature fruit known as taksh.   

           2.  MATTHEW 21.19:  “Let no fruit grow on you ever again.” 

                a)  Do we have the appearance of righteousness, but bear no fruit?  (Matt. 23.27,28) 

                b)  MATTHEW 21.19:  “Immediately the fig tree withered away.”   

           3.  MATTHEW 21.20:  “How did the fig tree wither away so soon?”  (cf. Mark 11.14,20,21) 

     C.  There is a conclusion. 

           1.  MATTHEW 21.21:  “So Jesus answered and said to them, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, if  

                you have faith and do not doubt…’”  (cf. Mark 11.22-24; Matt. 17.20) 

           2.  MATTHEW 21.22:  “And whatever things you ask in prayer, believing, you will  

                receive.”   

 

II.  THE MESSAGE OF JESUS 

     A.  We are promised that God will hear and answer our prayers.  (Matt. 7.7;  1 John 5.14,15) 

           1.  Yet there are things for which we pray but we do not receive. 

                a)  Is God limited in His power?  (Jer. 32.27; Eph. 3.20)    

                b)  Are we not asking out of faith?  (James 1.6-8) 

                c)  Are we not right with God?  (James 5.16-18; 1 Pet. 3.12; John 9.31) 

           2.  We are given the things we ask conditionally.   

                a)  It must be according to the will of God.  (1 John 5.14) 

                b)  God does not give us those things that are not in our best interest.  (Matt. 7.9-11) 

                c)  God knows what we need more than we do.  (Rom. 5.3,4; 1 Pet. 1.6,7) 

     B.  Examples of individuals whose request was not granted.       

           1.  The apostle Paul prayed to have his thorn removed.  (2 Cor. 12.7-10) 

           2.  Jesus prayed to not be crucified.  (Matt. 26.39; Heb. 5.7) 


