
“THEREFORE WE DO NOT LOSE HEART” 
   

     For Paul, there was plenty of reason for losing heart.  He 

struggled physically, emotionally, and socially.  He was beaten and 

left near dead.  He has been rejected by the very people he once 

championed.  His family no longer accepted him.   

     However, through revelation it was made known to him that the 

physical body he then possessed would one day be cast off, and on 

the day of judgment, he would receive a new, resurrected body that 

would be spiritual, glorious, and equivalent to the spiritual body 

Jesus possesses (2 Cor. 3.18; 1 John 3.2).  Knowing this, it changed 

the way Paul viewed the struggles and difficulties of life.  After all, 

“our light affliction, which is but for a moment, is working for us a 

far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory”  (2 Cor. 4.17). 

     One of the potential causes of discouragement that Paul faced 

was the false teachers of that day.  Paul assures his audience that he 

was “not walking in craftiness nor handling the word of God 

deceitfully”  (2 Cor. 4.2).  Sadly, many others had done just that.  

They had been “peddling the word of God” (2 Cor. 2.17).  Paul 

himself became a target of accusations concerning false teaching  

(Rom. 3.8).  These false teachers and accusers were undermining the 

work that Paul was doing.  How easy it would have been for Paul to 

become discouraged by those who through their preaching sought 

“to add affliction to my chains”  (Phil. 1.16).  However, knowing 

that there would be an eternal home awaiting him, he wrote, 

“therefore, we do not lose heart”  (2 Cor. 4.1). 

     How discouraging it can be for us to turn on the television and 

hear preachers dispense false hope proclaiming that one is saved by 

faith only  (James 2.24).  How discouraging it can be when we talk 

to our coworkers who have been taught that children are born in sin  

(Ezek. 18.20).  How discouraging it is to hear friends being 

indoctrinated with the notion that baptism can be done by sprinkling 

or pouring rather than by immersion.  It can be discouraging when 

we are accused of not being honest with the text.  When we speak 

“as of the oracles of God”  (1 Pet. 4.11), it seems that it is all being 

undermined by those “who did not receive the love of the truth”  (2 

Thess. 2.10).  And we wonder, what’s the point? 

     Because we love the truth and work to spread the good news, we 

know that we have a home in heaven waiting for us  (2 Tim. 4.7,8).  

Therefore we do not lose heart.                   CLP  
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TODAY IS ALL WE HAVE 
 

     Our lives are fashioned by every decision we make.  In the past, we 

have made decisions which has created our present.  Today, we make 

decisions that determine our future.  Consider some thoughts might help 

us make better decisions today.   

     Be forgiving of your past decisions.  Do you live with regrets over 

decisions you have made in the past?  Do you wish you could go back and 

do it over again?  The apostle Paul made some mistakes that he regretted  

(Acts 26.9-11; 1 Tim. 1.13).  Yet he writes, “one thing I do, forgetting 

those things which are behind, and reaching forward to those things which 

are ahead”  (Phil. 3.13).  We have all made poor choices in the past.  Learn 

from them.  It will help you make better decisions today.   

     Be focused on your present.  Today is where your decisions are made 

that will affect the future.  You cannot change the past, but you can control 

the present.  The apostle Paul put all his focus on today.  As he described 

life as a race, he said, “I discipline by body and bring it into subjection”  

(1 Cor. 9.27).  Paul gave his attention to what he was doing in the present 

so as to have hope for the future. 

     Be flexible with your future.  What is going to happen tomorrow?  We 

can make plans, but we cannot know for certain what will happen.  James 

warns us about saying, “‘Today or tomorrow we will go to such and such 

a city, spend a year there, buy and sell, and make a profit’; whereas you 

do not know what will happen tomorrow”  (James 4.13,14).   

     Life is filled with uncertainties.  You cannot change the past.  You 

cannot predict the future.  Focus on now, and make good choices today.     
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HOW DOES GOD VIEW SALVATION? 

MATTHEW 28:19,20 

 

INTRODUCTION: 

1.  Saving souls is not about the numbers.  Who is lost and who is 

saved should not be seen as a statistic. 

2.  God views salvation much differently.  (Matt. 28.19,20) 

     a)  We are to be proactive.  “go” 

     b)  We are go with purpose.  “make disciples” 

     c)  We are to go to all people.  “of all nations” 

     d)  We are to go with a process.  “baptizing,” “teaching.”   
 

I.  THE JOY OF SALVATION 

     A.  There is joy in heaven.  (Luke 15.1-3)   

           1.  LUKE 15.7:  “joy in heaven.”   

           2.  LUKE 15.10:  “joy in the presence of the angels of God.” 

           3.  LUKE 15.32:  “we should make merry and be glad.”  

     B.  There is joy in the church.   

           1.  The apostles rejoiced over those saved.  (Acts 11.18) 

           2.  Brethren rejoiced over those saved. (Acts 15.3) 

     C.  There is joy in those saved.   

           1.  The saved had “gladness of heart.”  (Acts 2.46) 

           2.  The Eunuch “went on his way rejoicing.”  (Acts 8.39) 
 

II.  THE TARGET OF SALVATION 

     A.  God wants us to save ourselves.   

           1.  The saved are those who call of God.  (Acts 2.21) 

           2.  ACTS 2.40:  “Save yourselves.”    

     B.  God want us to save our family and friends. 

           1.  ACTS 10.24:  “relatives and close friends”   

           2.  Why did Cornelius gather his family?  (Acts 11.14) 

     C.  God wants us to save the community. 

           1.  They preached “in every house.”  (Acts 5.42) 

           2.  They started locally.  (Acts 1.8) 
 

III.  THE METHOD OF SALVATION 

     A.  Believe in Jesus.  (Acts 10.43) 

     B.  Repent of your past sins.  (Acts 5.31)   

     C.  Be baptized for the remission of sins.  (Acts 2.38) 
             

CONCLUSION:  It is more than numbers.  It is about saving souls, 

and it starts with you. 

REMEMBER GOD WHEN YOU ARE YOUNG 
   

     The book of Ecclesiastes was written from the perspective of 

someone looking for meaning in life.  As Solomon reflected back on 

his life to discover what made life worthwhile, he turned his 

attention to the young.  To them he says, “Remember now your 

Creator in the days of your youth, before the difficult days come”  

(Ecc. 12.1).  He then describes these difficult days of the aged. 

     ECCLESIASTES 12.1-3:  “And the years draw near when you say, 

‘I have no pleasure in them.’”  Life is not as fun when you are older.  

There are things that you used to be able to do.  Now, because of 

age, you cannot do them.  In verses 2,3, reference is made to the 

body including the skeletal structure, muscles, and joints that do not 

work as well as they once did.  Those who are young are in the prime 

of their lives.  They have strength and stamina.  However, as we get 

older, “the strong men bow down”  (Ecc. 12.3).  You are strong now, 

but the time is going to come when you will eventually begin to 

stoop and hunch over under the heaven burden of your own 

shoulders.  He mentions a time “when the grinders cease because 

they are few”  (Ecc. 12.3).  This means that you lose your teeth.  

Now you have dentures, bridges, or implants. 

     ECCLESIASTES 12.4-6:  “When the doors are shut in the streets, 

and the sound of grinding is low…”  He refers to rising to the sound 

of a bird meaning you do not sleep as deeply as you used to sleep.  

He refers to the sound and music being low.  In other words, you do 

not hear as well as you once did.  You are afraid of heights because 

you are no longer as steady as before.  When you were young, you 

felt invincible, but now there is “terror in the way”  (v. 5).  

Reference is made of “tree blossoms” referring to gray hair.  In 

verse 6, he says, “Remember your Creator before the silver cord is 

loosed.”  Not only are we to remember God when we are young, but 

we are to also remember Him before the day of our death. 

     To those who are young, you have your whole life in front of 

you.  The next 50, 60, or 70 years goes by fast.  Solomon is asking 

you to remember God now.  Think of God right now while you are 

in the best days of your life.  Spend the best days of your life 

thinking about Him.   

     How do you remember God in youth?  While you are young, “be 

an example to the believers in word, in conduct, in love, in spirit, in 

faith, in purity”  (1 Tim. 4.12).           CLP      

  


