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INTRODUCTION: 

1.  Matthew 23 records the scathing rebuke of the scribes and Pharisees by Jesus.   

2.  Their High-mindedness was seen in three different ways:  Their doctrine, deeds, deification.   

     a)  Who was Jesus addressing?  (Matthew 23.8; cf. 18.1,4; 19.27,30; 20.21,27) 

     b)  Why are we not to be use religious titles?  (Matthew 23.8-10; cf. John 1.38) 

     c)  We are to put on a mindset of humility.  (Matt. 23.11,12)      

3.  There is a shift in verse 13 from warning about the scribes and Pharisees to addressing them.  
 

I.  THEIR HYPOCRISY AFFECTED DESTINY 

     A.  MATTHEW 23.13:  “For you shut up the kingdom of heaven against men; for you neither  

           go in yourselves, nor do you allow those who are entering to go in.”  

           1.  “Against”  (emprosthen):  En – “in”; Pros – “front.”  Literally in front of.   

           2.  How did they close heaven?  (Luke 11.52; John 8.32; Matt. 15.8) 

     B.  We are to teach the truth, but do we withhold truth from those who are lost?   

           1.  Do we withhold the truth out of fear?  (2 Tim. 1.8) 

           2.  Do we replace the truth with traditions?  (1 Tim. 4.1-5) 

           3.  Do we suppress the truth to uphold unrighteousness?  (Rom. 1.18)   
 

II.  THEIR HYPOCRISY WAS PREDATORY 

     A.  MATTHEW 23.14:  “For you devour widows’ houses” 

           1.  Devour (katesthio):  Kata – “down”; Esthio – “to eat.”  To eat down.   

           2.  Widow’s houses:  Those who were vulnerable.  (1 Tim. 6.3-5).  A true widow is  

                someone who is alone and has no one left to take care of her.     

           3.  MATTHEW 23.14:  “and for a pretense make long prayers.”   

                a)  Pretense (prophasis):  Pros – “before”; Phaino – “to shine.”  To shine before.   

                b)  MATTHEW 23.14:  “Therefore you will receive greater condemnation.” 

     B.  Do we seek to teach for the sake of dishonest gain?  (1 Tim. 6.5; Titus 1.11; 1 Pet. 5.2) 
 

III.  THEIR HYPOCRISY WAS INFLUENTIAL 

     A.  MATTHEW 23.15:  “For you travel land and sea to win one proselyte, and when he is  

              won, you make him twice as much a son of hell as yourselves.”  (cf. Matt. 15.14) 

     B.  The example we set will influence the behavior and those we teach. 

           1.  1 CORINTHIANS 11.1:  Are we imitators of Christ?  (cf. Eph. 5.1,2) 

           2.  HEBREWS 13.7:  Is your faith worthy of being followed? 

           3.  PHILIPPIANS 3.17-19:  Everyone is an example, either for good or for evil. 
 

IV.  THEIR HYPOCRISY WAS MISLEADING 

     A.  MATTHEW 23.16:  “who say, ‘Whoever swears by the temple, it is nothing; but whoever  

              swears by the gold of the temple, he is obliged to perform it.’” 

           1.  You were not obligated to keep all of your oaths.   

           2.  You are obligated to keep all of your oaths.  (Matt. 23.20-22) 

     B.  We are to be trustworthy and reliable when we make a promise. 

           1.  Are we commanded not to make promises?  (Matt. 5.12; James 5.12; Heb. 6.13-18) 

           2.  The scribes and Pharisees taught that certain oaths could be broken.  (Matt. 5.17-20) 


