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INTRODUCTION: 

1.  Jesus is teaching us the proper way to pray, but He begins by teaching us how not to pray. 

     a)  When we pray, we are not to be like the hypocrites and try to impress others.  (Matt. 6.5,6) 

     b)  When we pray, we are not to be like the heathens and try to impress God.  Am I talking to  

           God, or is it a rehearsed recitation?  (Matt. 6.7.8) 

2.  MATTHEW 6.9:  “In this manner, therefore, pray: Our Father in heaven…”  

     a)  Pray (proseuchomai):  Imperative.  This is the way we are commanded to pray. 

     b)  We are talking to our Father.  “God” six times.  “Lord” once.  “Father” seventeen times. 
 

I.  PRAY ABOUT GOD 

     A.  God wants to be respected. 

           1.  MATTHEW 6.9:  “Hallowed be Your name.”  Not a recitation, but a respect. 

           2.  Hallowed (hagiazo):  Holy, sacred, separated.   

           3.  We are never to use the name of God flippantly.  The very name of God is holy and is  

                 to be respected.  “Oh my…”  (cf. Ex. 20.7) 

           4.  When I pray, I need to remember that God commands me to respect Him. 

                a)  ACTS 4.24:  “they raised their voice to God with one accord and said…” 

                b)  Read through Psalms and see how David praised God. 

     B.  God wants to be obeyed.  (Heb. 3.16-19; 5.9) 

           1.  MATTHEW 6.10:  “Your kingdom come”  Probably a reference to the church.  We are  

                to pray that what God wants accomplished is what we want accomplished. 

           2.  MATTHEW 6.10:  “Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.”     

                a)  Expresses the idea of relinquishment.  I want God in control.  (James 4.13-16) 

                b)  Expresses the idea of faith.  I trust that God knows better than I do.  (Matt. 26.39) 

           3.  We are not just to say “Lord, Lord.”  We are to do His will.  (Matt. 7.21-23) 

                a)  Are you struggling with obedience?  Pray and ask for help. 

                b)  Are you enjoying a blessing because you obeyed?  Thank God for His guidance. 

                c)  You desire His will be done, desire to do His will, and you thankful for His will. 
 

II.  PRAY ABOUT YOURSELF 

     A.  Pray about physical needs.   

           1.  MATTHEW 6.11:  “Give us this day our daily bread.”  

                a)  “This day” and “daily bread” implies current needs. 

                b)  Mortgage?  Health?  What are your concerns today? 

           2.  God knows what we need.  (Matt. 6.31,32; Phil. 4.6,7) 

     B.  Pray about spiritual needs. 

           1.  MATTHEW 6.12:  “And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.” 

                a)  Sometimes we give into temptation, and need God’s forgiveness. 

                b)  When there is weakness, I need to talk to God about it.  (Ps. 51.1-4; 32.1-6) 

           2.  MATTHEW 6.13:  “And do not lead us into temptation, But deliver us from the evil one.  

                For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.”  

                a)  I am tempted by my own desires.  (James 1.14) 

                b)  God knows what we need.  The devil knows what we desire.  (Eph. 6.10-13) 

                c)  But God puts limitations on the devil.  (1 Cor. 10.13) 


