
THE LORD’S PRAYER 

JOHN 17:1 
 

INTRODUCTION:   

1.  In the presence of His disciples, Jesus uttered a prayer to God 

only hours before His arrest and crucifixion. 

2.  There are a number of lessons that we can learn from examining 

the Lord’s prayer.   
   

I.  JESUS PRAYED WITH AFFINITY 

     A.  Jesus prayed with a love toward His disciples. 

           1.  He prayed for their dedication.  (John 17.6-8) 

           2.  He prayed for their cooperation.  (John 17.11)   

           3.  He prayed for their protection.  (John 17.11,15) 

           4.  He prayed for their sanctification.  (John 17.17) 

     B.  When Jesus prayed, He manifested His love that He had for  

           His disciples throughout His life. 

           1.  JOHN 13.1:  “having loved them to the end.”       

           2.  JOHN 13.34:  “love one another as I have loved you.”   

           3.  JOHN 15.9:  “As the Father loved Me, I have loved you” 

           4.  JOHN 15.12,13:  “Greater love has no one than this.” 

           5.  GALATIANS 2.20:  “who loved me and gave Himself” 

           6.  REVELATION 1.5:  “to Him who loved us.”  

     C.  Are you manifesting love?  (Rom. 13.8; 1 Cor. 13.1-3) 
 

II.  JESUS PRAYED FOR UNITY 

     A.  JOHN 17.20:  “I do not pray for these alone, but also for  

              those who will believe in Me through their word”   

           1.  Belief is used comprehensively – accept, trust, obey. 

           2.  Faith through “their word.”  (John 17.6,8,14,17) 

           3.  JOHN 17.21:  “that they all may be one.”   

                a)  Be one as God and Jesus are one.  (John 17.21) 

                b)  Unity helps the world believe.  (John 17.22) 

                c)  Unity helps the world know God’ love.  (John 17.23) 

     B.  When Jesus prayed, He emphasized unity as He did in life. 

           1.  MATTHEW 5.9:  “Blessed are the peacemakers.” 

           2.  MARK 9.50:  “have peace with one another.” 

           3.  JOHN 16.33:  “in Me you may have peace.” 

     C.  Are you seeking unity?  (1 Cor. 1.10; Rom. 14.19; Eph. 4.1-6) 
 

CONCLUSION:  Jesus prayed for your eternal life.  (John 17.24-26) 
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GOD LOVES US INDIVIDUALLY 
 

     God does not care for us as a group but as individuals.  (Heb. 

2.9).  God loves you and is concerned about your spiritual 

condition individually.  Jesus gave His life for you and me as 

individuals  (2 Pet. 3.9).   

     Luke 15 is about individuals.  Jesus went after the one sheep 

who went astray.  The women went searching her house for the 

one coin that was lost.  The point of these accounts is that everyone 

is important to God.  This was something that the Pharisees did not 

see as they devalued tax collectors and sinners and would have 

nothing to do with them.  However, God cared for them as He 

cares about all people as individuals.   

     It does not matter how many people are in the world, God is 

concerned about you personally.  In the teachings of Christ 

concerning the Good Shepherd, Jesus says that the Shepherd 

knows His sheep by name  (John 10.3).  When we come to Christ 

and obey His gospel, we do not do so as a group but as individuals.   

     In Acts 8, we read about the Ethiopian Eunuch.  Philip was sent 

to save this individual.  This was a man who was alone.  He was 

not part of a large crowd.  God did not decide that this was a waste 

of time and manpower.  God called Philip to preach to this one 

individual.   

     Only when we realize that God loves us personally will be we 

able to overcome indifference in the church.        CLP 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 

JOHN 17:1 
 

INTRODUCTION:   

1.  Jesus Christ believed in prayer.   

     a)  He prayed when He was baptized.  (Luke 3.21) 

     b)  He prayed when He began His ministry.  (Luke 6.12) 

     c)  He prayed at Gethsemane.  (Matt. 26.36) 

     d)  He prayed just before He breathed His last.  (Luke 23.46) 

2.  When we go to God in prayer, Jesus is sitting next to God 

serving as our intercessor.  (Heb. 9.3; 6.19; 7.25) 

3.  If Jesus believed in prayer, we also ought to believe in prayer.  

(Luke 11.1;  Romans 8.26; 12.12; James 5.16; 1 Thess. 5.17)    

4.  As we listen in on the prayer offered by Jesus, there are some 

lessons that we can learn.  (John 17.1) 
   

I.  JESUS PRAYED WITH HUMILITY 

     A.  Jesus referenced His relationship with God.  

           1.  JOHN 17.1:  “Father…”  (John 17.5,11,21,24,25) 

           2.  The One who was in the beginning with God refers to  

                 Himself as God’s Son.  (cf. John 1.1) 

     B.  Jesus reference the delegation of authority.   

           1.  JOHN 17.2:  “You have given Him authority.” 

           2.  Jesus did not claim the right of authority.  (Matt. 28.18) 

     C.  Jesus referenced the elevation of God.   

           1.  JOHN 17.3:  “that they may know You.” 

           2.  Jesus put God ahead of Himself in His prayer. 

     D.  Jesus referenced His passion for God. 

           1.  JOHN 17.4:  “I have glorified You on the earth.” 

           2.  JOHN 17.5:  “Glorify Me together with You.” 
 

II.  WE ARE TO BE HUMBLE IN PRAYER AND LIFE 

     A.  In prayer Jesus manifested the humility He had in life.   

           1.  Jesus was “gentle and lowly in heart.”  (Matt. 11.28) 

           2.  Jesus lived as a servant.  (Phil. 2.7,8; Heb. 8.1,2) 

     B.  From the example of Jesus, we learn to be humble. 

           1.  EPHESIANS 4.1,2:  “all lowliness and gentleness.” 

           2.  JAMES 4.10:  “Humble yourselves in the sight of God” 

           3.  1 PETER 5.5,6:  “be clothed with humility.” 
 

CONCLUSION:  Don’t let pride get in the way of the gospel.  

CHRISTIANITY IS PERSONAL 
 

     Sometimes we live spiritually in such a peripheral way.  We do 

not get involved in the work of the church.  We do not get involved 

in our own personal growth and spiritual development.  We are 

appreciative for the work that others do and we may even admire 

them.  Yet we feel as if their efforts are sufficient.  We allow them 

to work as we believe it is enough to carry us as well.   

     In Luke 17.20,21, the Pharisees asked concerning the manner in 

which the kingdom of God would come.  They expected to see an 

external, physical kingdom.  Jesus answered that the kingdom of 

God is not going to have a physical, external nature.  Instead, the 

kingdom of God is within us.     

     In a similar way, we tend to see the kingdom of God 

exclusively as something that we are in.  While it is true that we 

are in the kingdom of God, we fail to see that the kingdom of God 

is also within us.  It is within us as we allow God to sit on the 

throne of our hearts and rule our lives by His will.  The kingdom is 

within us when we are active and working for the Lord. 

     Sadly, indifference is a spiritual condition that exists among 

Christians.  One of the symptoms of this condition is apathetic 

worship.  We sing the songs, listen to the sermon, bow our heads in 

prayer, but we do not do so with earnestness or exuberance.   Do 

you ever feel like you want to get the worship out of the way, so 

you can go on to more important business?   

     Another symptom is our lack of study  (2 Tim. 2.15).  We do 

not take the time to study our Bibles.  We are content to limit our 

studies to what we hear in the sermon or in Bible classes.  Even 

then, we do not get involved.   We do not look at the passages 

ahead of time and come up with appropriate applications.  It 

amazes me how much goes over people’s heads.  It is not because 

the truth is not made available but because of a lack of interest.   

     Another symptom is the lack of involvement of the Lord’s work 

in our personal lives, the work that goes beyond what we do in the 

assembly.  When we leave this assembly we feel that it is over.  

We have done what is our duty to do.  Yet when you leave this 

building, that’s when the real work begins.   

     How is this spiritual condition to be cured?  We need to regain 

the personal nature of being a Christian.  You must personally 

make a commitment.  You must personally be involved.  

Remember, Jesus died for you personally.   


