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INTRODUCTION: 

1.  MATTHEW 5.10-12:  “Blessed are…Rejoice and be exceedingly glad.” 

     a)  Who?  The mistreated:  persecuted, reviled, spoken evil of falsely.  

     b)  Why?  “For righteousness sake…for My sake.”  (v. 10,11) 

     c)  Why?  “For theirs is the kingdom of God”  (v. 10).  “For great is your reward”  (v. 12) 

2.  These verses referred to as “similitudes.”  (cf. James 3.9) 

     a)  A similitude is a comparison of items that are similar.  (James 3.9) 

     b)  These attitudes are key to our being productive and influential in the world. 

 

I.  YOU ARE THE SALT OF THE EARTH 

     A.  MATTHEW 5.13:  “You are the salt of the earth.” 

           1.  The use of salt in the New Testament carries two connotations.   

                a)  To season with salt is to make something palatable.  (Col. 4.6) 

                b)  To season with salt is to be an influence.  (Matt. 5.13) 

           2.  Having these attitudes will make us more influential in the world.   

                a)  How do you handle difficult circumstances?  (Rom. 5.3,4; James 1.2,3) 

                b)  What is your attitude toward sin?  (Matt. 5.4; Luke 22.61,62) 

                c)  How do you treat those who have mistreated you?  (Eph. 4.31) 

                d)  How do you view your brethren?  (1 Pet. 1.22) 

     B.  MATTHEW 5.13:  “but if the salt loses its flavor, how shall it be seasoned? It is then good  

           for nothing but to be thrown out and trampled underfoot by men.”   

 

II.  YOU ARE THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD 

     A.  MATTHEW 5.14: “You are the light of the world.” 

           1.  Where does the light originate?  (John 8.12; 1 John 1.5) 

           2.  What is the purpose of light?  (John 3.20; 12.35) 

           3.  MATTHEW 5.14,15:  “A city on a hill cannot be hidden.”   

                a)  Are you a follower of Christ in secret?  (John 19.38; Mark 15.43; Luke 22.54) 

                b)  Do your neighbors know how you feel about sin? Jesus?  His church?   

           4.  MATTHEW 5.16:  “Let your light shine before men…” 

                a)  What is the purpose of a light bulb?  Not to be seen but to help see.   

                b)  We shine, not so that the world can look at us, but to show them the works we do.   

           5.  MATTHEW 5.16:  “…and glorify your Father in heaven.”  (cf. Rom. 2.17-24) 

     B.  The influence we are to have on the world as light.  (Phil. 2.15,16) 

           1.  PHILIPPIANS 2.15:  “Do all things without complaining or disputing.”   

           2.  PHILIPPIANS 2.16:  “That you may become harmless and blameless…”  (cf. Titus 2.8) 

                a)  How we deal with life’s circumstances affects how we are viewed by others.   

                b)  This is about the world’s perception of us. 

           3.  PHILIPPIANS 2.16:  “…in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation among  

                whom you shine as lights in the world”   

                a)  We shine to give glory to God.  (Matt. 5.16).   

                b)  Having fault will hurt my ability to give glory to God.  (Rom. 2.24)   


