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MATTHEW 23:29-39 

 

INTRODUCTION: 

1.  In Matthew 23, we find Jesus condemning the hypocrisy of the scribes and Pharisees. 

     a)  They taught doctrines of men and bound them on the Jews, but would not live by the same  

           teachings themselves.  (Matt. 23.3,4; 5.20; Rom. 10.3) 

     b)  Their hearts were closed to the teachings of scripture.  (Matt. 13.14,15; cf. 12.38) 

2.  The last sections of Matthew 23 finds Jesus preparing the people for the coming judgment of  

     God fulfilled in the destruction of Jerusalem.  [Read Matthew 23.29-39] 

 

I.  THE PASSION OF THE SCRIBES AND PHARISEES 

     A.  MATTHEW 23.29:  “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!” 

           1.  MATTHEW 23.29:  “Because you build the tombs of the prophets and adorn the  

                monuments of the righteous.”  Build and Adorn suggest continued actions. 

           2.  The scribes and Pharisees displayed a passion for the righteous.     

                 a)  MATTHEW 23.30,31,34:  Three references are made to the prophets.   

                 b)  MATTHEW 23.35:  “righteous blood”   (cf. Ezek. 14.12-14) 

           3.  Why did they display their passion for the prophets?  (Matt. 23.5) 

     B.  MATTHEW 23.30:  “If we had lived in the days of our fathers, we would not have been  

           partakers with them in the blood of the prophets.”   

           1.  Were there any prophets that the fathers did not persecute and kill?  (Acts 7.51-53) 

           2.  Their treatment of the prophets resulted in captivity.  (2 Chr. 36.15,16; Jer. 2.29,30) 

           3.  Jeremiah was known as the weeping prophet.  (Jer. 20.7-10; 32.1-3)  

           4.  Why did they kill the prophets?  (1 Kings 22.8,13,14,17,18) 

 

II.  THE PRETENSION OF THE SCRIBES AND PHARISEES 

     A.  MATTHEW 23.31:  “Therefore you are witnesses against yourselves that you are sons of  

              those who murdered the prophets.”   

           1.  “Son” suggests following in the footsteps.  (John 8.39-44; Luke 6.35,36)  

           2.  There would be prophets coming in the New Testament church.  (Eph. 2.20; 3.5; 4.11)  

           3.  Jesus foretells of the way the scribes and Pharisees would receive the prophets.   

                a)  MATTHEW 23.32:  They were guilty as their fathers were guilty.  

                b)  MATTHEW 23.33:  They would be condemned.  (cf. Jer. 18.20) 

                c)  MATTHEW 23.34:  The scribes and Pharisees would be guilty of the same  

                     murderous spirit as was in their fathers.  (Acts 12.1-4; 9.1,23,24) 

           3.  What did all the prophets predict?  (Acts 3.18,24) 

     B.  The persecution and murder of the prophets would result in judgment. 

           1.  MATTHEW 23.35:  “on you may come all the righteous blood shed on the earth.”                 

           2.  MATTHEW 23.36:  “From the blood of righteous Abel to the blood of Zechariah” 

                a)  Abel was the first one to be murdered.  (Heb. 11.4) 

                b)  Zechariah was the last prophet to be murdered.  (2 Chr. 24.20-22; Zech. 1.1) 

           3.  MATTHEW 23.37-39:  The coming judgment is predicted.   

                a)  MATTHEW 23.37:  How does God feel about His judgment?  (cf. Ezek. 33.11) 

                b)  MATTHEW 23.38,39:  Their fate was sealed until the coming of Christ. 


